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ADVERTISEMENT. 



r^HUS^ the long fvijbed for History of 
the Four Last Years of the QUEEN'i . 
-RHgn is at length ^ i^r ought tojight^ in 
fpight of. all attempts tofupprefs it I 
• As this publication is not pfade under tbefanc-^ 
tim of the name or names^ which, the author and^ 
the world, had a right to exfe5t^ it is fit fame 
account of the wcrk'f appearing itf this manner^ 
Jbould h here pv$n. 

Long before /^^DeanV apparent decline jfome 
cf his intimate friends ^ with concern^ forefaw the 
impending fate of his fortune and his works. To 
tbisy it is owingy that thefefheets^ which the world 
now defpaired of ever feeing j are refcued fror^ 
obfcurity^ perhaps from deJiruSHon, \ 

For thisy the public is indebted to a gentleman^* 

new in Ireland, of the greateft proHtx and worthy 

with whom the Dean long lived in perfeSl inti^ 

macj. To this gentleman's hands theDs.AN in^ 

A7k ' trujled 
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f* ADVERTISEMENT 

triified a cofy of his Hiftory^ defiring bim to per- 
ufe and give bis judgment of it ^ witb tbe U^ cor- 
regions and amendments the author had given it^, 
% his own hand. 

lUs friend nud^ admired^ jind apptimd. J»i 
from a, dread pf)o v^luf^hleand fo interefiing a 
wori^s heing iy atry accident Icfi or effaced^ as 
was frobahU hy it's n^ bring i^tmh4J9i 4^ P^- 
lijhed in tbe author's Ufe time i be refol^edtifjce^ 
this copy^ till tbe author Jbould prefs bim for it ; 
but with a determined purpofe^ itft>ouU n^er fee 
the ligbty while there was any bepes of tbelau- 
thor's own copy bihg puhlifi>ed^ or ownpreferMd. 

This refolutiony be inviolably kept, till be and 
she world bad fuS affurancCy that the DeantV 
executors^ or thofe into wbofe hands the original 
copy felly werefo far from intending to publifi) ity 
that it was aSiually fupprejfed^ perhaps dejlrcyed. 

^ ^fhny be thought himfdf not only at liberty^ 
^ httjudg^ if bis duty^ to his 4^artsd frimd^ an^ 
to thepuhlicy to let this c(^y which he bad now 
i^,mfyy§arsmfi.ficretly^fie tbeligl^t. 

Tbus^ ft has at length fklkn into the bands ^ a 
perfonyWhopubUfies it for tbofatisfaSionitf the 
public^ abjirailedfromaM private regards*:, which 

are 
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mi nMr^ t$ ^pemittid t$ tme in c»mp$HHm 

. JSvery/M^oits eye wiU/ee^ thai the author of 
ibefe Jbeeit wroie with ftrong p(^ons^ hut wA 
Jhronzer pr^Jfeffions and prejudices in favour eja 
party, fbefe^ ii maj be imagined^ the editor^ i$$. 
fome meafure^ may have adopt ed^ and puUiJbed ' 
tUs^aioflk di il^itffipport to thatpany^ or 

j9atu JWfVwUwt^ rOUfnalm 9wCwtOJ* 

s^ liis hajuft t^ undtceroe the reader ^ andiu^ 
firm him from what kind of hand he has received 
this worh A man may regard a good piece of 
paiutit^i fiohUe hi de^Jes thJuhjeH : if thefuh- 
jeR he ifuerjo dejj^icahle^ the mhfterlyftrokes of the 
painter Huvy demand our admiration i while he, 
in ofthtr refpeffsy is imitled to no portion cf out^ 
rii»d. 

Inpoefry, we carry our admiration fiiU far ther^ 

and like the pott, wbUe we aSuaSy contemn Hh 

man. Hiftmans fhare the tik^fate:^ hmoejme^ 

jaohohMve no regard to propriety or truth, artyft 

admitedf^r diSion^fHle, mamer, and the Uke^^ 

the editor confidirs this work in another light : 

he ioiig knew the author, and was noJrMger to 

hrspoHtits, ommeuions, tendiifniSf paftons^ .4nd 

A 3 ihi 
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she whole cscfnoftiy of ^ bis life. ^Hfbt^slongxbfpi 
bar^fyjingular in condemfiing this ffreatmarfj 
conduS^ amidjl (be admiring multitude^, nor ever 
^ould have thought of making an intereji in a man^ 
i^hofe principles and manners^ be could^ hy no rule 
ofreafgn and honour ^ apprcme^ however be might 
have admired his parts and wit. 

Such was judged the^ HfpofittM of the mak^ 

whofeHiftory of the moji interring period of time 

in the annals ^Britain, are mWf berMny. offered 

Jo the reader. He may well ajkfrom what ^mo* 

Jives ?, The anjwer is eaftly^Jimpfy given : 

The caufis afjUgnedfor delaj/ing the pubUcaiioM 
if this Hiftory were principally tbefe ; that the 
manufeript feUinto the bands ^men^ wboy wbai- 
ever they might have been by the generality deemedy 
were by the Dean believed to be of bis party j 
though they did not^ after bis deaths judge it pru- 
dent to avow his principles y more than to deny 
tliem in his life- time. Tbefe men^ having got 
their ^ beavers^ tobacco-boxes^ and other trifling 
remembrances of former friendfbipj by the De anV 
wi^j did not choofe publicly to avow principles^ 
that bad' marred their friends promotion^ and 
might pr oh ably put a flop to theirs: therefore^ 
theygaz'c the inquifltive world to underjland^ that 
^ ' . there 
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A D y E R T I 6 B M £ N T. ^ 

tberi wasfometbk^ tottfimg ugainfi numfgrM 
fnen^ us well as tie fucceedit^ fffiem of fublic 
affairs in generalj in ibe Dban'j Hifiory ef the 
four laft years of tie Qvznu's Reign^ to admit 
cfapublicatioHy in ottr times: and^ wititUspoor 
infimfotionj excufed tiemfehesy and fatisfied tie 
weakfy fJodUaffeSedy infufpr^ngtiemamfefia^ 
$iou of difflee^g trmtbsj of however great im- 
fortance to fodety^ , 

TUs mamtfcript bos now fallen into the iande 
pfamMj who never eonU afociate witiy orevem 
a^ove any of ^e forties orfaSi$ns^ tiai bave 
diferenify diftrmOedy^ it might iefaid di^aced^ 
thefe kingdom \ ie^au/e^ be has as yet known 
noney ,wbafc mottoes or^rnles ef aSion were truth 
Mi tie public good ahne ; of one^ Vfboju4ges^ 
' shut perjured magiOrates of all denominasions^ 
nnd tVeir mofi exalted minions^ may be expofed^ 
deprived, or cut off ^ ^ the fundamental laws of 
bis country \ and who, upon thefe prinapUsyfnm 
his hearty approves y andgbries in, the virtues of 
bis predectfforsy who revived the truefpirit of the 
l^vitiSti foUtyy in laying afOe a priefi-riddeny an 
hen-peckedy tyrannical tooly who had overturned 
the political conjiitution of his country, and in re^ 
inftituting thedifjolved bodypoliticy by a Revolu- 
A 4 tion. 
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tiOrti fk^ortti iytbe iaws tf juftttire mi }hb 
r^abn^ ds the i^nfy ineans cf pftfefnHtig thematttrell 
and kg&ly tbts xivH^ aki nU^em Bkfiim ^fitt 
fnmbers cf fbe cmmtWeUHh 

Truihy in this 'nuttfs ejlmdih% can hiift fti> 
goodcHufe. ' Andfalfehdoiaf^ffaiU^inri^^ 
dHd panics^ are 'tvir h ^H dite^edy » to ^*^^- 
pMed. " '- f.- '.*;,-:- • ' :• - 

Jnjinuationsj Hhat this Hijior^ conUined pme^ 
Hhiftg tTt^rim to tb'efrefint '-^iBSJ^miity and 
therefore netefmy 'to h Jkj^^d^ ferire ietfid' 
ihepttrpofeiof miftdienbr ^ffiStbuimahtonienily 
ihoH the real piiBlicatioftceln. iftrrf, if arty tiring 
fffife 'hy this er -aity other -t^ary to te JbmH 
Ifffintiaify xrtv^mut in Mr j^V^; fe^, llm 
^h Hmfdf n^ Biicon, can he deefned fudh aninh 
pious Jlaw^ as to conceal^^he dijlmgfkfe' A>iht 
^be iditar of tins wo/k difiains cMd aih&Ts Hti 
Jer^nlt thought \ andwi/he^ toHveHokt^er^ thdm 
be dar^ /^ tbink^ jpeak^ wtntCy Ohd^ in edl fbiiig^ 
to a^ worthy of aBx)X!GTi. 

Prom thh regard to truth and to his coufitfy^ 
the edittfr of this Hifim-y was glad of an oppof- 
tunity of r if cuing fufb a writing frbm thofe who 
meant to fupprefs it : the common caufe^ in his 
eftimation^ required and demanded it ^fbouU Jk 

done\ 
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iime\ mi ^/dttUt it h fMil^, kejit^ti^ 
wiihiftt'i fif, if thtxtndulktftkt^nm ml 
ifrfiii u^tJM wMi^rv* fit Mcquf that Ut 
fcar hug i nA fl kk tf/i/ iu^ Mfmiti iobatistime 
jtejl tt»» » timUoM it f ffT/st fitore retfonaUe; 
4hM tk»t 9l>tiJb9tM U dofUf mhfSe Ihhg wit* 
mg^ «»«f yii ht ctUtd fofnvt «■ ^fNii>t tie 
fi^eni iM^ims tmd affirtitiiu i Jiaee, m gfetB 
fwsmtt^y filth toitw9fis uufifh at mueh pumt^ 
iilgt4iu^fwmM4siMiil^tkmf whith k ther*. 
jfwtpmditufy fracn0HUii fir lOm 4tn agtf 
Ltt m tbm i^ hear whit it tthtf^im thk 
Me the fa^imh, Md judge Hie Bntons. . 

The editof itaOd ml- k ibengbt fejufi^ tht 
^Mtbbr of this f^erjy in «ff fttfe//, ar even to- 
ettttt^ ^ iff^ him vf utiheedming ft^udieet 
md pania^i f^thm heing deeply verfid ht- 
lykry wptMcs j he em fee his OHtbtt., in nmny 
ii^tanses^ iknded with ftfienii that ^fgtvce the 
h^crian^ md hkuding with phNifisj worthy of a 
C«fer tf 4 Cicero, et(pr^n$ ntt to he ji0^ei 
hy truth, reafont er common fenfi j ^et think hah 
am^powr/itloratort and it great hitman. 

No nnprejudieed per/en will blame the Di^ir,' 
for doing all that is cen/ifient with irutb and di- 
cencf to vindifote the govemtfunt of the Queen, 

and. 
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t ADVERTISEMEriT. 
Mnd id tkculpdu fbe toniuSi 'rf^ mmfiers aid 
ker 'bffiGdm^aly'jall good \ffm would rijme ai 
fUih a vifidicatitm: BtfU, \if. be meant no mafe 
^tian JtMs^ in£ *ssork would iU deferve the title of 
dniJifiorf. T^at he generally teUs: truths^, and 
founds bismfi material ajertipm uponfaSs^ ^iff^ 
likk^ ^ foH»4. very^idm'i. But there is room 
to: JkJpeSij that'wbile be' teUs'juf:mor^^ban the 
irutb^ be does not tell tbe'wbdle fhUh. However^ 
be fffakis it very clear that tbeQutZK^s allies^efr 
'fecinlifmr worthy friends the Dutch, were much 
to bkme for tbcnt^ generally eof^nedcondua of 
the Qu E EN, ^i^b regt^d :to the proftcution of 'the 
war and the bringing about the peace. ' , 

Tbe^ autbc^^s-drawings of ebaraSterr ar^ con^ 
fe^ly partial: f&rifeieUsi^sopenly^^.io. be 
^ineans not 'to give chara^ers intirei hut fuch parts 
of each mm^^ particular paffiorw-, aclquirementt, 
and haWti, as be was'moft likely to transfer into 
his political fchdmes. tVbdt wiitif^^ what fen- 
tencej what character can Jland this torture ? — 
What extreme perverjion may noty let me fay ^ does 
noty this produce ?—T'et thus does he cboofe to 
treat all men that were not favorers oftbehtt& 
meafuresoftheQvtiu^ when the beft that has been 

faid 
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faidfarher^Jifws m more tbm, thatjbewas hlind. 
folded anihd^ in leading-ftrings ^ ib^ mi- 
nifters. 

: He does not fpare a man^ confejed hy all the 
V)orld to, have dtfcbarged the dnties, of bis funaion 
like a/Mer^Uke an bora 4 But ibarges Prince 
EiTGSNs ,mtb raifing and keeping up a nujft hor- 
rible mobf witb intent to^ affaffifuUe Harley . JFVr. 
4il svbicb ^dm$,tb^ges^ he offers not one indi- 
vidual point, of proof. 

. He is not content witb Joffing open agfUn the 
mai^faidis alrffl^ pubU^ly proved upon tbtJafe 
Dnke ^,of:Mulhoxoio^y bat infatuates a mw 
trme^ hyfeemipgtoatteinpt^to ae^itblsn of of- 
piring at tbitbr^ne^ Mut*thisis douOsina man-- 
ner peculiar to this author. 
■^ On the other, b(sndy %he j^oUthe minifiers and . 
minions of th^ Qi/£«n in jfhejfigbefi terms -, and^ 
while he robs their ant^g^nifis of every goo^ qua^, 
li^yy generally gives^ thofe wifdofn^ ^d every virtue 
that can adorn human nature, ,..-.;, 

. iafe is not afbamed to aftefppj. to jufiify^ what, 
all thinking goodmenm^Ji, condemn, the Que e N*i 
making twelve peers at once^ to ferve a particular^ 
turn. 

^ JUtbefe may be afcribed^ to the ftrengtb of his 
paffions, and to the prejudices, early imbibed^ in 

favor 
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fgv^rcf bis indulgM rtiy^ mjhtfi and bet fit^ 
'iioriHs and firvdnts. Tie JuSkidui v)iU kck 
through the elegant chatbingj and difp^tsmUilf 
tonjidtr ihefi as fnerg immn minf^ ^o^isk na 
wia4if(miiedfishiiiM ajfittt. the idken^ Mnki 
Hmfitfimni id protefi' e^uiffi thtm: ■ 

Hemaikes a few loffistn tik mhirfiiei ^tbm 
Being as clear ks an hnparHif 'hifit/Han ixmti 
thatfo t9 apfear^ He mr4 ^him hitns nt Urn 
^ Queen'j diffleafure at it^s Mngm^ved inpmr^ 
UamM^tbfgt She Pri$$ce tLti^V^Kj^ld iein- 
naiud to r0Uie kt 8iigltfid» ^ ii^Ji ftmtm in 
ttM fy tam^MorM PnfimfttHfi MeA'. Beats 
aiwafs Mpen nfM ii^ Qubeh'^ nj^'^ m^ 
]?tettiid6i^i Mi^ ^fisUfM ^f.Famic^^'^t Hes^ 
to fee bow mompatildi tbefe tbings affeat^ 
ihiiiiig mid tmi mere ta fienre theHeJ^^^ese 
fiscc^on^ dndU iO^tife benefits so Si^m^ 
$bm§ tfe Mnging o^yer fbe Jkcc^^ wbefifouldy 
te e^ny cokntiy^ H m^linjitulkd in the language^ 
euftoms^ manners y reHgien and laws ef bis futm^ 
fkhjeHs^ h^ore be comes to bold the reins ' efgth 
^emment. Astd^mtr autbor does net take tbe 
frefar care u inform us bow far tbe French 
tbougbtfit to comply with bamjfjing /if Pretended 
ibeir dotmnians $ ^ftnc€ many ftilt Uve in doubts 

' tbat 
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AD VE:ltTISEMENT. xB 
that ifbt ^ffufwt ma ((fFtw^ h vmjfint itito 

'oerfe^ ton ffcfily aiufUy i9 admU fifai^ aftihjsh 
cf atg folHeUiAn. It U Jtrtf /« ie fyppi/id^ fb^f 
k te^ igM^nS rfatrf wordmtiK EnglMb ito* 

rufpt rf^be^w/^fii afsn^d^ -wkicb bad if 6cm 
^wrjii d^iffydb^^i M ^ ^(Ttain mutfi^ iw- 
fr^*ft9»if h fif mbfritji^ parJiMmi^ tf 
wbkbm£nifff^Ji^^X^bmw^,h . 

eftbe late KiniJsusm^ im cOk bim.ib0 «b4^€at)«4 
King, amigmi ^ fime ^b^ mm i(t^ bis fd- 
fmfy. ^bgi^ tkiswe^ iU-aimfid^ and ill-fated 
frm0^ in iveiyfn^fsuftbc vmd^ mtb Ronwis 
W £ligli^\^i^ tf aUintmsandfurpQfii^ ^Jb- 
Seated \ y^ fM b(y in n$ fefife he calkd abdi- 
^m^ii unkfi thi fei^ple'ji tiffn-tin^ tbfir ri^bt^ 
Md d^^nding ibmfofvss ageinft al^ifg^ wbttiroke 
hii T^tnf^ with bis JubJeSSf and Qverfurned their 
gAvummmt^ can be called abdication in^ tbem } 
.V^H^^no m^n in biifmfet can be bardy emiqb if 
Jupperi upm any principle cf reafon or. tb^ laws 
^England. Let tbt reader judge. which this is 
mcjjl likely to he^ error or dejign. 

rbefi 



Digitized 



by Google 



tbefe exceptions^ the edit$r tbeugit bimfelf 
bound to make to fome parts of this work f to keep, 
dear of the 3if agreeable impmaiieitss of being of a 
pafiy^of ^hatfoeoferJeniminationy in oppqfitipn to ' 
truth and the rights and liberties of tbefuijeS. 
7 iThefe laidafidej the work will be found to have 
many beauties ^ mafy excellencies. - Some have of 
late affeSed to depreciate this IBfiHrfyfrom an 
Infinuationy made onlyfince the author^s death i to 
witj' that be was never admitted Jr^o the fecrets^ 
of the adminiftrationjbiU^fnadeto beUeve he^was- 
4cen4idetU^ ^enfy^to aiga^ibim hsriheiiftof the 
hinifterial ^writers of that reign. 

^efa^t^ood'df this' will read^ appear upon 
perufal of the work. This /hews he knew the 
rnoji fecret fprings of every movement in the whole 
complicated machine. - That he flates faBSy too 
well known to be conteftedy in elegant Jtmplicityy 
and reafons upon them with the talents of the 
greateft bifiorian. And thus makes an hifioryy 
compofed rather of negotiations than aHionsy moft^ 
entertaining^ affeaing and interefting, inftead of 
beingy as might beexpeSledy heavy y dull and dif- 
agreeable, 
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It is nowjli to apol^fefcrfom errors jwbicb 
fbejudicums mufi Mf cover ufm a perufal of ibis 
work. It is for tbisy among otber reafons tmch io 
Jb^kment^itbattbisMifiarywi^ not p^blifi>e4 
undtr tbe author* s own infpcSion. ' It is next to 
fmpqfflile to copy or print anj 'goctk '^itbautfakltSy 
andmojijbj wbere tbe autbor*reye is wanting. - 

// is not to^ be imaQned^ tbat ei^en our author^ 
hjowever acc/tratCj bowevergteat^.wasyeijlri^ly 
andperfeSly correS in bis writings. Xet^ wbere 
fomefeeming inaccuracies pnJHle orexprejffion bave 
been Sfcoveredi the 4rformce due to tbe'au^nar 
made any alteration t^ prifumptuous a laslLfor 
tbe editor. Tbefe are iberefare iift to the m^dr 
ing band of every Jenftble ani polite, reckd&l'osibile 
tbe editor hopes it wiU, fuj^eythatbe ftSqul^ poijit 
out fome of tbofe errors wbicb are to be afcribed 
eitbh- to trmtf(rBers of tbe prifsiand wbicb tkqy 
he reEtifiedJn the manner folhwingy in re^i^^ 
tbewofk. 1 . *. . ^ . ^ 



Page Line 

4, A3. Pele a^ before ipbiftry. 

9, 15. Infteaa of whereof, read tbere^ V^hf 

71, 21. TMt%ohicbare. 

aj, 19. For fiuAet, r. made, 
4^> 9» For are, r. were, 
61, 4. After courJe,»Ad p/ficfefi. 
f PO> 7. After Britain, add and Fraxietf 

io2, 15, After all, 9dAfucb, 
f <>4^ 5. For our, r, ttetj. 
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|'ag«X4M r'Ot£ •> 

9>8» »o. For wrt«r An wlii«^*« 

1»7* 16. Fbr Raaiih', f. RetaUir. 

X3^, t5. Aftif4^,«W<A^. 

X4jU 1^ for eaepeffingf r. atc^fttar, 

sit d.Forr«r^'i^iU3S^l-x^»thtlUkelkBf^iU^^ 

jSa, 15. For «»«^ t". ««rv , 
«r«, «. For/atAw.^r«w6flftU 

321, J. Aittriecn^mpajfid. 

^30i' 3. Afterr^/^wff^, dele«f. 

«J7» *♦• ^> *^*P' . - . ; , < .... . . 

V|.8, 5» After ammjjionen, add ^tf aanmi^ 

^76, Jt4* For upm^ t. itf* > 

48-9, 21. FerwwA/, r. fiuAKf ... . ^ >* ( \ 
.jiyf, 4. For'*«»5br.?«pfgr/, --" - • '^ 

332, 18. For wtttaaw, t, vftiBdfa^ « 

15, After mfafufiu, r&a. m^pf* 

35«, ai. After TO^k^, add could^ . . 
35I;. 12. After wM «^l*. cv^-V-% 
368, at. After rtiV, li^fi'. ^ 
373* »^^ '^^^^ ownihc^fWfarHgmtfh — < .. 

tike ' cifrriSumi «»^V* ^^ ^^^ ^mighi baug 
overlooked J it ^ hoped this work will ie fmnd 
• 4:ompleatly correff^ 
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IFr(xpo&' to give the publick an ac«* 
CQuati of the moft important affairs 
at hoine> during the* laft ieiiion of 
parliament, as well as of odr negocia*- 
tions of peace abroad, not only during 
^at period, but fomc time before and 
^ce* I ihall relate the chief mat- 
ters treti&ded by both honfes in that 
ftSBkm^ and difcover the defigns carried 
B •n 
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on by the heads, of a 4ifi;9PteflJicd pgrty, 
not only agaiaft the ininiftryj, hut in fomc 
xnanncr ag^nft jth^, crown itfcjf : I like- 
wife (hall ft^te: thq debts. of the^nation, 
(hew by wh^t^mifaiAttagement and to 
/erve what purpofes they were |sit ficft coiv- 
trafted, hy what negligence or corruption 
they have fo prodigioiifly grown, and what 
methods have fince been taken to provide 
not onjy for their, payment, but to pre- 
vent the like mifchief for the tiipe to 
come* Althoughi in an age like ours, I 
can expefl: very few impartial readers, 
yet I fhall ftri<aiy follow truth, pr what 
reafonably appeared to me to |be fuch, 
^fiter the moR: inaparttal inquiries J could 
make, and the beft opportunities of bejag 
informed by thofe who wece the principal 
•ad:ors or advifers. 

Neither fhall I mingle panegyrick or 

fatke with an hiftory int^ded to iriform 

jK)fterity, as well as to mftrjidt thofe of 

the prefeat age, who may be ignorant or 

.2 . . miiled s 
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nufled ; fihce fa)fts» truly related, are ^he 

bfeft applaiifes> or moft lading reproaches* 

Di£;x)urfes upon fubjei^ relating to the 

publlck, ufually feem tobe calculated fof 

Loftdm Kivlk^i and ibme few miles about 

it ; while the authors fuppofe their readers 

to be infortned of feveral particulars, to 

which dM>f6 diitt live remote are> for tho 

generality> utter ftrangers. Moft people 

vfbb frequent this town acquire a fort of 

imattering (fuch as it is)» which qualifies 

them for reading a pamphlet, and finding 

out what is meant by inuendoes or hints 

at iadts or perfons, initial letters of names, 

wherem gentlemen at a diftance^ al« 

though perhaps of much better under-* 

ftandings, are wholly in the dark : M^ere- 

fore> that thefe memoirs may be rendered 

more generally intelligible and ufeful, it 

will be convenient to give the reader a 

ihort view of the ftate and difpofition of 

aflFairs, whea the laft feffion of parliament 

began} and becaufe the party 4eaders, 

who had loft their power and places, 

B % were* 
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were, upon that jun<9jure, cmploymg all» 
their engines in an attempt to re-ei^ablifh 
themfelves, I fhall . ventiirc one ftep ftir- 
ther, and rcpfefent fo much of iheiF cW 
racers as may be foppofedto^ have in- 
fluenced their polities^ 

On the {tv^Athif^ 0$ ikcemk^/ Cue- 
thoufand feven hundt^ed and ekveri, began 
the fecond fcffion- <?f parlkmcnr^i. It. was 
now above a> yearfihca the Queen kad 
thought ik to put the great ojEfices of ftafie, 
Jind of h^r owij-'hcJirfhold, i^to other 
hands: however^ three of the difcon- 
tented lords were ftill in pofleffion of dkeir 
places • for i&i& Duke of Mariborohoh 
continued general, the Duke of Somer- 
set mafter of .thc^ horfe, and the Earl of 
Cholmondely treafbrer of her Majefly's 
houfhold : iikewife great numbers, of the 
fame party ftilF kept employments of vahie 
and importance^ which had not been 
ufual of late years, upon any changes of 
a^miniftry. The Qoeen, who judged the 
temper of her people by this houfe of 
^ * com- 
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ipoinmoi^r v^iucb A J^nded iRtercft had 
freefyxhofcn^ found them v^ defirous . 
of a fecure and hooourabjle peace., and 
difjjofcd to fcavc the jn>ajiageraeirt Ci it to 
her Qwn wifdom^ and tbat of h^t own 
cxnin^il : . (he had therefore, feverri nnofrths 
bie£br« the feffjon hegan, fenjt to inform 
the States General of fome o^cftarcs which 
had been m^d^ her by the enemy ; and 
during that Summer her 'Majefly took 
fever^l ferthef ^lej^ i$L that great affair, 
untd :»t l^gth, $ft^r many ^iifficultics, a 
Q<xRjgjPtfe ^t XJtrtcht icjr ^algeherai ppacc was 
a^ee^ i^on j, the; whole procbedings of 
whi^h previous Begociations, between our 
CQmt a«d thatrof France; I (hall, in its 
proper piace, very partieulariy relate. . 

Xh^ tiadon w^]» ^fc^ady \jpo<i a better 
foo^, with refpe£t to its debts ;^ for t\\t 
Earl of OxFOM^, iord treafurerj had, in 
ihfi preceding fefliofl,proppfed and^^eded 
wjsiyi and^ndews.in the houfe 6f com- 
mons (where he \#^ thena nffiO0tbcr),for 
psnyiidti^ a |ttdUamefitary fund to dear 
B 3 the 
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theheatvy arrcarof ten miltioh$ (whereof 
the greateft part lay upon the navy), 
withotit any new burthen (at Ifeift after a 
very few years) to the kii^gdom 5 «nd At 
the. famfe time he took care to prevent 
farther- incumbiiartces upon that article, 
fcy* finding !ready money £wr naval provi- 
iions, which bath iaved the public fome- 
what tnore than cmi. per cent, in tibat 
mighty branch of our rapences* 

The clergy were altogether in the in- 
terefls and the meafures of the prefent 
miniflry^ which had appeared fo boldly 
in their defence^ during. a profecution 
againft one of their members^ where the 
whole Sacred Order was underftood to be 
concerned. The zeal (hewn for that moft 
religious bil^ to fettle a fund for building 
fifty new churches in and about the* city 
of Londofiy was a frefh obligation ; and 
they were farther highly gratified, by her 
M^efty s chufing one of their body to be 
a great ofiiccr of Jdate *♦ 

By 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST/ YEARS 9f TM6<:QJ1£EN. 7 

L r%:^ls.tii]^ Jikomfeall ^liipQtQs^about 

iHcfe principke, .which 1^ or%ioa}ly I9 

4ivid« Whig: i^ :T<fyi w^fc -wfeoUy 

tiropised s 4f!4u^k9f^ fanufticai words 

:«j^feinJjuft«;Q m have beco fo tao,' pro*- 

jvjdod weiCQiild h»ve ^Hmd out more 

convema^ttntmefl^) whereby to d^nguifli 

lorcrs <^ pvafi^? froi» lovers of war; or 

:1^fe who woohi leave her-Majefty fome 

degree of freedom m\ the. i choice of her 

mifiifierS) &om others who could not be 

i&lisfied with her chafii^ any, except fuch 

as'tibe was moft averfb &om : but A^ece 

axiatioD:i$ caice divided^ intereft and anir 

xQofityiwill keep open the breach, with^ 

iQvA being: fitpported by any other prtn- 

JripJesKOTi, at worfti a body of difcon- 

^Jtented. peopte, can change^ and take up 

what principles they pleafe. 

. .As to &e difpoficion *of the q»pofite 

'^ftyiswc:^all remember j that the* removal 

>o£ the laft mtniftry was brooght about: by 

feveral degrees > durough twWdi5 means 

it happened, that they and their friends 

B 4 were 
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were hardly tccowaed out of ode kftonifli- 
ment, before they fell into aiiother. TWi 
fcene lafted for fotoe tnonthe^ and was 
folk) wed by a period of rage and-dcfpair^ 
natural to tkofe who/'eAtif): that ckey kavcif 
loft a fecure game by their oM^n-nifhncfs^ 
folly, and want <^f cditimon manage^ 
ment 5 when at <^ (kmt time tjiey knew 5 
by exp^ienct, that a w«chf«l and^ex* 
terbus adverfery lay ready to take the 
advatitage. Haviney<r, !fi>me idoie be&re 
the feffion, the he^s of that party hegaa 
to recoHeia: thcmfelves^ and raiiy thear 
forces, like a» enemy who hath been 
beaten out ofthe field, bot£nds heisaoc. 
purfued ; for altfaou^ the chiefe of this 
fadion were thought to have but litlDle 
eftedm or frieodihip for eadi other, yet 
they pcrfedly agreed in one general end, 
of diftreffing, hy all poilible methods, 
the new adminiftradon { wJ^rein if diey 
could fucoeed, (o isr as to fnrt &e Qteen 
under any great neceffity, another parHsH 
rmnt muft be cdlbd> and poiiaps the 

power 
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power de?dvte agam into their own 
udiras* 

Tht iffue tmd event of th« grand con- 
federacy appearing ki both houies, al- 
tlwiigk tinder a dz69n^nt formi «pon rthe 
Very&A'd^y the pariiatneot ntiet, I can* 
not better b^ui the relation of afl&irs, 
coanncncing Itom diat period, than by* 
^lorough detedlion of the vifhcie intrigue, 
carried on with the greateft privacy and 
applicati^, which fniid be acknowledged 
to hive, for feveral di^d, difconcerted 
fome of d$e mkiiftry, as well as difpirited 
their friends ; and the confequences 
-j>^/ wfa ^ wiof have>, in reality, been ib very 
pemkious ^ iStue kingdom. 

Btit becaufe the principal headers in thte 
dcfign are Ae fame perfons to whom, 
fince the lofs of their power, all the 6p« 
pofilion has been owing, which the cowt 
reoeived ehher in treaties abroad, or the 
ddnittiilration at home ; k «nay not be 
improper to ikfcrtbe thfbfe i(|oalities in 
eac^dFthem^ which lew ^f their adnai^ 

rcrs 
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Iters ^ill deny^^ and which ^pekr. dsie&f^ 
to have inftueDoed tbem in a&iirg ^diieir 
feveral parts upon the publick ftage 5 fori 
do not intend^to draw their c^araiflers in-^ 
tire, which would- be tedious, and little 
to theporpofes hut ihdl omly^fiiigle oot 
tbofe paffioiU(, aiaq[uiFemeikts» and habits^^ 
whith the owners Wei^ m^ft likely to. 
transfer into their political fcbemies, and 
i^hich were mc^ ^fervient to the de-« 
figns they feemed to have in view. 
• The Lord Sommehs may very de-^ 
ferVedly be reputed the head • and oi^cle 
of that party : he hath raiied himfelf^ by 
the concurrence of many circumftances^- 
10 the greateft em|)}oyments of the ftate, 
without the leift fupport from birth or 
fortune: he hath confbhtly, and with 
great fteadinefe, cultivated thofe prin-* 
triples under which he grew. That acci- 
dent which firft produced him into tha 
worldi of pleading for the bifhops/whoud 
King James bad fent to the Toweri 
might have piwed a piece of merit ^ 

honourr- 
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fadncmrable as. it i^ras fortunate ; , but the 
oM repofaBcan fpirk^ which die Revolu-* 
toon had reftared, began <(io teadi odier 
Ic^Qs^.thtdit: iioce we had accepted a 
new iu»g from a calvin^cal cooii 
inonweahh, we muit alfo admit .acw 
maxims in itiigbjK and ^vernment: 
but fince the nohUity and gentry would 
probably, adkere to. the.eAablifhed churchf 
and to the rights oif naontrcby as deliver^ 
down from their anceflors ; it was tfad 
pradticc; of.thofe politicians totntrodiicp 
fuch men as ; were perfe^ly indifferent tQ 
any or. no religions and who were not 
likely to inb^rit much loyalty from thpio 
to whom they owed their birth. Of this- 
pumber was the perfon 1 am now defcrlb* 
ing. I have hardly knpwn any manyrith 
talents mpre proper to acquire and pre-r 
ferve tb^ favour of a prince, never oflfendt 
ing in word or gefture^ whjeh ar e in the 
. higheft degree courteous and complaifant, 
wherein he fet an excellent example to 
bis colleagues, which they did not think 

fit. 
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fit to follpw ; -but this cjitDBpic arUkty h 
uaiverfal and undiftinguifhed, arid inpri-* 
vate converfation, wfeejie he obfovetii.it 
fts inviplabiy as if lie were in the greq^eft 
aiTembly, it i$ ibmetimes icaifurcd as for-r 
tnal : two readbns are aligned /or this be^ 
h^yioor ; iirft, from the confciDufocfs of 
his humble original, he keepcth all fami- 
liarity at the utmoft diftancc, which others 
wife might b€:*apt to intrude ^ the fccond, 
that being fenilble how fubjeS: he is to 
violent paflionS) he avoidcth all incitet 
tneftts to thenij by teajching thofe he oon* 
verfes with, ff om hi3 own ejcampk, to 
Jceep a great way within the bounds of 
decency and refpeft ; and it is, ibdeed, 
true, that no maft is more apt to take fire 
upon the leaft appearance of provotation, 
which temper he ftfives to ftibdue with the 
utmoft violence upon himfelf : fo that his 
breaft has been ieen to heave, and his eyes 
to fparkle with rage in thofe very mfomentSi 
when his words, and the cadence of his 
voice, were inthe humbleft and fofteft 

manner j 
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mariner 5 perhaps that force upon his nature, 
may caufe that infaidiibJc love of revenge, 
which hie detradors lay to his charge, who 
6on1kq\iently reckon dii&mutation among 
his chief perfections Avarice he hath 
i^one ; and his an^hitiod is gratified, by 
being the uncontdb^ head of his party: 
With an excellent undcrftanding, adorned 
by all the polite parts of learning, he hath 
Very little Cafte for converfation, to which 
he prefers the pleafure of reading and 
thinking 5 and in die intervals of his time 
amufeth himfelf with an illiterate chap^ 
kin, an humble companion, or a favourite 
fervant. 

Thefe are . CinM few diftinguiifhing 
marks in the chavad:er of that perfon 
who now prefidcthover the diicontented 
party ; aldiough he be'hot anfwerablb for 
all their mifhkes ; and if his^ prec^ts 
had been more ftridly fcJlowed, perhaps 
their power would not have been fo eafily 
fhaken. I nave been allured, and h^rd 
him profefs, that he was againil engaging 

m 
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in liiat foolifh profecution of Dn Sache- 
VBREL, as ^^athc fbrefaW lOK^as' likely to 
end in ^ejr rain ; that be blamed the 
iQugh detnednour.of ibtnep^rfbns to di^ 
Queen^ as a great f;dlute in prudence ; 
and that when tt af^p^fed, hermajefty 
ivas firmly rcfblwd upon a treaty of peacei 
be advifed his friends not to'bppofe it in its 
pfogrefs, but find fault with it after it 
was made> which would be a copy of the 
like ufage themfelves had met with aftci^ 
the treaty of Ryfwick ; and the fafeft, as * 
well as the ftioft probable Way of dif^ 
gracing the promoters and advifers. I have 
been the larger in reprefenting to the rea-f 
der fome idea of this extraordinary ge- 
nius, becaufe whatever attempt hath hi- 
therto been made with any appearance of 
c^duiSt, or probability of fuccefs to reftorc 
the dominion of that party, was infalli- 
bly contrived by him 5 arid I prophecy the 
fame for the future as long as his age and 
infiriliities will leave him capiable of bu- 
finefs* 

The 
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The Duke of MAHLBosiodGHls diarac^ 
to: hath been £> rarioiifly dhiwn, and is 
indeed cf (6 mbccd a oaturo in idblf, that 
it is hard tapronouoce on. either fide whh«- 
out the iiifpicioo of ilatfieiy or detradkHi; 
I ihaU fay not&ing of his military accom^ 
plifhments, which the oppbfitc reports of 
his friends ^pd enemies aQK>ng the ibldiers 
have rendered problematical : but if he be 
an^oogthofe who delight inwar>itis agreed 
to be^ not for the reafons common with 
other generals; Thofe maligners who deny 
him perfonal valour, {ecm not to confider^ 
that diis accusation is charged at a venture; 
fince the perfon of a wife general is to6 
feldom expofed to form any judgment in 
the matter : and that fear, which is faid 
to have fbn^etimes di£:oncerted him before 
an a^lion, might probably be more for his 
army than for himfelf. He was bred in the 
he^ht of whtt is. called the Tory princi-»* 
pkj and aontinued with a ihong biais 
ti^t ^ay, tiU the other psU-^hadiibid 
higher for him than his friends could af« 

ford 
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jferd to gi^^« Hia wai« of Uteratufe is In 
ibifiae fbct fuppli^ by a g^od undeiiirandr 
ing> a degree of i;iatural elocutipn, a^ 
jtbot ]qK)wlc4ge . q£ the world which: is 
}^md in mwcs wd fourtik We ^e not 
t(^ takj& the height ^f his^axsshition from his 
•jfelkitiRg to be Genial for life: I am pw- 
^ded hi^ chi^f rpcitlve wfis the pay and 
.perqiri^tes^ bycoatinuuig thewar;, and that' 
|j^ had ifiir/^ no intentions of fettling; the 
ijfnwn in his^ family) his pnlj ion Iwiir^ 
^n dead foBie years before. He k nc^ 
to be fx»^tt of great t^mpcfj al:^ to g(^ 
y^n ot very vitOf lo difguife his |iaflicHi^» 
whichiaire aU^m^tl^ddowa or «xtaaguilhed 
m his love of we^tk Th^t liberality which 
t^a^ure has denied him,^ with reipe(5b pf 
latKmty^he mal^eah ^hj agpcftt^of^GoQ §£ 
.pnomifea ; krt t\m pcrfeilian, fi> neceflary 
incoiim, is not very Ibxefsfiilin cam|tt 
«mong feldiers, wfaiDSire notfe&nedenoiigli 
to miderftanA or to rd^ hu 

His wife the Etottheft. may: jqftlychal- 

loage her pjbee. in thia hiL It b to her 

4 the 
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tile Duke is chiefly indebted for hb great- 
nefs and his fadl ; for above twenty years 
^po(iefled, withbitta tiyaU thcfa^urs of 
the moft indulgent miftreis in the Worlds 
tior ever miSkd oue fingle opportuni^ that 
ftll in her way t)f improving it to her own 
ad^^anttfgc. She hath prefcrved a tokrable 
court-reputatibn, with refpedt to love and 
gfiikntry ; but three furies reigned in her 
brei^> the moft mortal enemies of all 
ibfter paflions, which were fordid avaricci 
difdamfal pride, and ungovernable rage ; 
by the-laft of thefc often breaking out in 
ftllife'of the moft unpardonable fort, fhe 
tad long alienated her fovereign's mind, 
before it appeared to the worid. This 
kdy is not without fome degree of-'-wit, 
andhath in hertime affe^ed the character 
of it, by the ufual method of arguing 
ttgAihft religion, aiid proving the dodriiies 
of Ghriftianity to be impoffible and ab- 
furd. Imagine what fuch a fpitit, irritated 
by the lofs of power, favour, and em* 
C ployment, 



Digitized 



by Google 



i8 HISTORY CB rm i'OUR 
ploymcnt,- i« capa^te of 4<ai|ig or atttmpt- 
ii>g, aiid then I have faid enough. 

,The4i»xt ip qrd^r ta hfi mentioned is 
the Earl of GoiJotPHiN*: it is fai4> he was 
originally intiended fora 4nkde» before bis 
,fmnds preferred him tp be a page. at 
court, which fpme have.y^ry.unjuftly obh- 
. }e<fted as a reproach. He hath rifen grar 
dually in four reigns, and was more conr 
ftant to his fecond mafler King James, 
than fome others who had received much 
greater obligations ^ for he attended the 
abdicated King to the fea-fide^ and kept 
conftant qorrefpondence with him till Ac 
day of his death. He always profefled a 
fort of paffion for the Qijecn 2t St. Ger^ 
mains I and his letters were to her in the 
ftyle of what the French call double-en- 
tendre. In a mixture of love and refpe^ 
he ufed frequently to fend her from hence 
little prefents of thofe things which arc 
agreeable to Ladies, for which he always 
afked King William's leave, as if with- 
out 
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butli« privSty ^ beciaulS Jfflit hid krwwn 
that circumilintei it ^a^ to bb (a^ptffed 
(he woMWhdl dCbept thetil. ' ;^Ph3ffiogno- 
mifts •wbultf Mrdiy dilcdVeri^ by cohfiilt- 
ing'thtfSfpg^af %hkiierd- tliat hisf'prcdo- 
mkiant paffionff^vet^lovei'hd pfc^ 
he could- BiKHmifesfcrifch but a: fong in 
praife of AiS niiArefe with d pencil and 
card ; Of ^ that h6 hath tears -at command, 
like a WoiiiAiii to be ufed feidiei^ih an in- 
trigue of giaflantry, or politicks. His alli- 
ance '^tli ttie Marlborough faniily, and 
his paffion for the Dutchefsj were the cords 
which dragged him into d pirty, whofe 
principles he iiatUrally difliked, and whofe 
leaders he pcrfondlly hated, as they did 
him. He became a thorough convert, by 
a perfeft trifle, taking fire at a nick-name* 
delivered by Dr. Saicheverel, with great 
indifcretion frotn the pulpit, v^hich he ap- 
plied to himfelf : arid this is one, among 
many inftanceis given by his eneniiesi that 
magnanimity is none of his virtues. 

* Voipone. > 

C 2 Th* 
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The Earl of Sunderland is another of 
that alliance. It feems to have been this 
gentlerpan's fortune to have learned his di^ 
vinity froni his uncle, and his politicks from 
his tutor -f * It may be thought a blemifli 
in bis charafter,. that he hatli* niuch fallen 
from the height of thofe republican prin-' 
ciples with virhich he began; for in his^ 
father's life-time, while he was a member 
of the houfe of commons, he would 
often among his familiar friends refufe the 
title of Lord (as he hath ddne to myfelf), 
fwear he would never be called otherwife; 
than Charles Spencer, and hoped ta 
fee the, day when there fhould not be a- 
peer in England. His underftanding, at 
the beft, is of the middling fize ; neither 
hath he much improved it, either in rea- 
lity, or, which is very unfortunate, even 
in the opinion of the world, by an over- 
grown library. It is hard to decide, whe- 
ther he learned that rough way of treating 
his fovereign from the lady he is allied 

f Dr. Trimnel, fmcc BiA/op'of WifUon. 
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?to, or whether it be the refultof his own 
.nature. The fenifeof the injuries he hath 
done, renders him (as it is very natural) 
^implacable toxvards thofe to whom he hath 
given igreateft caufe to complain ; for 
which reafon he will never forgive cither 
ihe Queen or the preient Treafurer. 

The Earl of Wharton hath filled the 
fprovince allotted him l?y his colleagues, 
with fufficiency equal to the ableft of 
:them all. He hath imbibed his father's J 
principles in government, but dropt his 
rdigbn, and took up no other in its ftead : 
►excepting that circumftance, Re is a firm 
Preft)^terian. He is pcrfedly ikilled in 
all the arts of managing at cledtions, as 
well as in large baits of pleafure for making 
converts of young men of xjuality, upon 
tfaeir firft appearance ; in which putlick 
fervice he contradtcd fuch lai^e debts, that 
his brethren were forced, out of mere 
ju^ftice, to leave Ireland at his mercy, 
^where he had only time to fet huBfelf 

t The Earl, his father, \vas a rigid Prefbyterian. 

C 3 right. 
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right. . : AltboiD^' tbe: ^ver. heads of h^ft 
party think; him toa pcofligate-andisbaGH 
dafi64 yet IJ^qr dm? 4Dq$ be ia(faai3|»ed of 
faim; for bdides hklaUits above^men- 
tioned^ he is ver^i'i^dfiiLiapariiaiQent) bo- 
kg a. : ready -fyt^^k^i ^xiA CDiitent to exn<- 
ploy his ^ft upoft TikIi ^icbafions where 
thofe who : ce»U:e2TO they 'have iany re* 
tnaindidr ^of .reputation or modefty are 
aihamed to appear. In fliort, he tfi aa im^ 
contefkble inftflEOce to difcover the true 
nature of -faSicnis iince being over-run 
with every qitdiity which prodaceth con*- 
tempt and hatred in all other commerce 
of the World, he hath notv^ithftandtng 
been able to make fo cooiid^able a figure. 
The Lord Cowper, although his me- 
rits are later than the teft, dcferveth a 
rank in this great council. He was con^ 
fiderable in theftatioh of a praftifing law- 
yer ', but as he was raifed to be a chan- 
^cellor and a peer^ without paffing through 
any of the intermediate (leps, which in 
late times hath^been the conftant prance, 

and[ 
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and little Skilled ia the nature of govern* 
mQot^ or the tmt ifiterefts of princes^ furt 
tlier ^lan the miMicipal or ooraiaoa law 
of :&^lmidry , Jft»iiAttfitks> asitai foreign af* 
£shI:$j did not ecpiadij appear in the catm^ 
cM. $omeiarmer.|>9ftigcs pfhisrUfe were 
thooght toi difquaiify him : for that ofik^ 
by which lie. was> to be the goardiaor of 
tibe QjeeojS cotn^ience; but thefe diffi- 
€;^ties were q«% olrer^rulM by the >aa^ 
thocis of his pf oaiiotion> m46 wanted a per^ 
ion ^aC would he fabfervieot to.aU dieir 

. defigi»^ whereifi they were not difap«> 
pointed* Aa to' his o^er . ^complijih-^ 
Hieol^^ bfi was wbjtt we vdaaUycaU a 
pie^ of a fchtGdar, and a good logical rea^ 

' fo^cvy if this were not. top often allayed 
by afaUacuouB-Wf^y of managing an argu- 
ment, which fStfikas- hiix>^ apt to deceive /^-o^^ 
the unwary, .an4 fometime$, to deceive 
birafelf* 

The l^ft to be fpoken of in this UA is 
the Earl of NottinqhaMi a convert and 
ac(]ui0tioii to that party fince their fall, to 
C 4 whi^h. 
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wfaich be cotitt^bttted his^^iffiftftncej I meaii 
his words, and probably bts wi&es; fdr 
ht had alw'ays -lired under ik^ conftart 
vifiblefATofeiiion of pfincipAe8> dire€% o{w 
pofite^ to tho&i of bis new fiends ; Ms 
vdi^ment and fvcq^at fpseciies agaiuft 
2((^ttiiig .tbe Prince of Orak^b to thef 
tbrcune, ^e yet to^be feen s asid aldiough 
a mwierou$ fami^ gave a fpeciovis pre^ 
tcace to his love of ponires' and ition^, fw 
takbg an eaipA<^nient nndar that mo^ 
narch $ y«t be turas allowed to bM>^ dt* 
ways kept a roferve of dSegiaiice to iiiit 
exiled mafter, of which bi« friends pro- 
duce feverai inftafices, and fomewhikhe 
was fecretary of ftate to KiAg Willl^lMf . 
His outward regularity of life, his^pcar- 
ance of religion^ ^fid fecming zeal (or thfi 
church, as they are an effbft, fo they are 
the excufe for that ftifFnefs and formality 
with which his nature is fraught. His 
aduft complexion' difpofcth him to rigour 
and feverityj which his adrtiirers palliate 
with the name of aedli No man had 

ever 
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tver a fincerer 'countenance^ or more 
truly reprefentiiig his thiiid and man<^ * 
ners. He hath fome knowledge In the 
law, yecf -aaipfy fafficieiit to defend 
hi$ property 1^ leaft : a facHtty of' UtCer^' 
ance, dc&eaded to him from his fadiert 
and imprc»ied.'by ^ &w: ipHnldings of 
literatuce^ hadi i:»*ooght himfdlf, and fome 
few adaifers, into an of^nion of hl& elo- 
qiseiice. Heiis) every way inferior to his 
borother Gueehm^v, biit chiefly in thde 
tal^ats \deiid) he moft values and pretends 
to 4 Qv^: MebQm» neverthdefsi he pre* 
ierve^ an dfcendant* Hk gr»U: ambir 
ticm was to he the bead of thofe who 
wete ^led' the Church-^party ; and, in- 
deed^ his graye ibiemn deportment and 
cou£tteoance» feco^ded by abundance of 
profeffion^ for their fervice, had given 
many of them an (^inkHi of his veracity^ 
whieh he interpreted as their fenfc of his 
judgment and wiidoEn ji and this miftake 
\z&sd till the time of his defe^on, of 
whicb i$ Vtf«$ partly the .cau^e; but then 

it 
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it -plmnly appdaredi thatbe. liad. not credit 
to bring over.on«^ fingle proi^lyte, to kc^p 
himfclf incountenaiieev ^ . ; . . ; 

Thefe lineamehcs^ howiacvcr imperfedtly 
drawn, may help the readpr^^ imagination 
to conceive, what fort )oF- pccfons thpfe 
were; who had the boldt^efs td. encounter 
theQneen and'inihiiby, at the head, of a 
great iBajortty of the landed ifitardl^ and 
this upon a point, where the quiet of h» 
Majefty's reign, the fecurity, or at kaft 
the freedom, of her perfon, the lives of 
her.moft faithful friends, and the fetding 
of the nation by a peace, were, im the coiw 
fequences, deeply concerned. 

During the dominion of the late men 
in power, addreffes had been procured 
from both houfes to the Queen, teprcfent^ 
ing their opinion, that no peace could be 
fecure for Britain^ while Spain or the 
Wefi-Jndies remained in the pof&fSon of 
the Bourbon family : but her* Majefly 
having, for reafona which have beenoftea 
told to the world, aqd which will not 

fpon 
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4ixm ^ be fbrgbtten^ called: a new parlia^- 
ment^ and dfiofe a nevv'itt of fbrvants, 
began to view things and perfons in an- 
other It^t. ; She confiderod the neceffi- 
jties of her people^ the.diftant profpedl of 
a peaoe opoq fachran improbable condi- 
t»^o, which was never mtesitionbd or' un<- 
derftood is the grand :9lliaBce; the un- 
equal burthen (he bore in the war, by 
•die praftices of the allies upon the corr 
^uption of fome whom fbc mod truftcd, 
or perhaps by the pradtices of thefe upon 
the allies; andt- lafHy, by the changes 
which death l^ad brought about in the 
Austrian atid Bourbon families. Upon 
all which tnotives fhe was prevailed upon 
%o receive fonie overtures from France, in 
behalf of herfelf and the whole confede- 
racy. The fcveral flcps of this negocia- 
tion, from its firft rife to the time lam 
now writiiijg, (hall be related ia another 
part of this Hiftory. Let it fuffice for the 
pre&nt to fay, that fuch propofals were 
l^eceived froni Fr^;?^^ as were thought 

fuffi^ 
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iiifficieht by our court, whcrfupon to ap- 
point time ami place for a general treaty ; 
ami foon after Jtbc oj)cning of the fcffion^ 
the hiftiop of * Brijioly lord privy-feal, was 
•diipatched to XJfrecbt^ ivhere he and the 
Earl of StrafpoRjo were appointed pleni- 
jpotentiaries fortheQueen of GrM/JSr/V/^wf ♦ 
The managers of the difcontented 
l^rty, who, during the whole Summer, 
had obferved the motions of the couif 
running fail towards a peace, hegan to 
gather up all their forces, in order to op- 
pofc her Majefty's defigns, when the paiv 
liament fhould meet. Their only ftrength 
was in the houfe of Lords, where thie 
Queen had a very crazy tnajority, made 
up by thofe whofe hearts were in the 
i^dher intereft j but whofe fears, expe£fca^ 
tions, or immediate dependance, Jiad hip- 
dkerto kept them within bounds. There 
were two lords upon whofe abilities and 
influehce, of a very different nature> thjp 
aiua^qr< bui],t their ftrongeft hopes. The 

* * D5-. Robinson, afterwards bifliop olLondop, 
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firft was die Dnke oF matter 

of the horfe. This Duke, as wdl as hi* 
Dutchefe, was in a good degree of favour 
witfi the QueenF, upon the fcore of fome 
civilities and rcfpefts her Majefty had re- 
ceived frdm them, while (he was Princefs; 
For fome years after the Revolution, hd 
never appeared at court, but was looked 
upon as a favourer of the abdicated fami-^ 
fy'; and k was the late Earl ot Rochestbk 
who firft prcfented him to King William; 
However, fince the time he came into 
employment, which was towards the clofe 
of the lait reign, he hath been a conftant 
zealous meniber of the other party ; but 
aever failed in either attendance or refpc^ 
towards the Queen's perfon, or, at moil, 
only threatned fometimes, that he would 
Iferve no longer, while fuch or fuch mea 
were employed; which, as things went 
then, was not reckoned any offence at all 
^tgainfl duty or good behaviour. Hie had 
been tnuch carefled and * flatt4u-ed by the 

Lordft 
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Lords of the Jundo % •(rho, foihctim^ 
went fb far as to ^vc hihi hop<is of the 
crown, in «cvoriSon to his family, upon 
failure of the ho«ife of Hajosv^r. Ml this 
worked fo hv upca his imagination^ that 
he aflfeded to apjiear the head of their 
party^ to whi4i his tileiits were no way 
proportioned; for they'foon grew weary 
of his indigefted fchemesi and his impe- 
rious manner of obtruding them : they 
began to drop him at their meetings, of 
contradifted him, with little ceremony, 
when he happened to be there, which his 
haughty nature was not able to brook* 
Thiis a mortal quarrel was kindled be- 
tween him and the whole affembly of 
party-leaders ; fo that, upon the Queen*9 
firft intentions of changing her miniftry, 
foon after the tryal of Dr. Saghev£rel, 
he appointed feveral meetings with Mn 
Harley alone, in the moft private man- 
ner^ in places and at times leaft liable to 
fiifpicioni He employed all bis credit 

t A carit name given to five Lords of that party. 
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witbrl^Qoeen ^drtvc 09 the removal of 
my hotd CoBPtPHiN^ and the reft i. and, 
ia the CQ»ixal, treated the imaU remain-* 
der, v/^acontioiied fame time longer in 
their places^ ^th all poffible marks of 
hatred or 4i3^* But when the queftioa 
came fc^ diiTpLviag the parliament^ he 
ftopt (hprt: he had alrefidy iatiated his 
refe&tn)(en(s, . which were not againft 
things, bu£ prions: he furiouily oppofed 
^atcounfelf and promifed to undertake 
for th^ parliament himfelf. When the 
Queen had declared her pleafure for the 
diflblution, he flew oflf in greater rage 
than ever ^ oppofed the court in all eleic«- 
tions, where he had influence or power $ 
and made very humble advances to re*- 
concUe hin^elf with the difcarded lords». 
efpecially the Earlof CdDoi^FHiN, who is 
reported to have treated him at New^ 
mariel in a cnoft contemptuous mannen 
But the fincerity of his repentance^ which 
appeared: manifeftly in the ftrft feifion of 
the new parliament, and the ufe he might 

be 
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be of by his own- remaiixing crtdlt^ or 
rather that of ^ his Dutdiefs^ with the 
Queen, at length begat a reconcilement. 
He fttlJt ^ept ^^^ employmeM, ' and place 
in the cabinet*couBcil 3 but had ne?er 
appeared there» from an afvowcd-dilfike of 
allperfons and procee£ng6# It happened; 
about the end of Sfimmer, Otit duHifand 
feven hundred and dieven, at Windfirj 
when the cabinet'-council was liimmonedy 
tfai^Duke» whether by diredionfr £tom 
his teachers^ or ihc inftaMlky c^ fab na^^ 
ture> took a fancy^ to refume hie placej; 
and a chair. was brought accordingly}' 
upon which Mr. fccretaiy St. Jokn few 
fufed to affift, and gave his^ t^aibnfs,: thait 
he would never fit in council with '4 mail' 
who had fo often betrayed t^efn, and wa^ 
openly cngag^ v^Hf^ a faftion which en-^ 
deavoured to obftrutS all hea?' Majefty^^ 
meafures. Thus ^e councS wad put off 
to next day, and die Duke made no faiw 
ther attempts to be there. But, upon this 
incldenti he declared open veaf againft 
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the miniiby 3 and^ from that time to the 
ieflion, employed himfelf in fpiriting up 
ieveral depending lords to adhere to their 
friends, when an odcafion ihoi^d ofFen 
The arguments he made ufe of, were, 
that thoie in power defigned to make an 
ignominious and unfecure peace, with-* 
out confulting die allies ; that this could 
be no otherwiie prevented than by an ad^ 
drefs from the Lords^ to iignify their opi*^ 
nion, that no peace could be honourable 
or fecure, while Spain or the Weft^Indiei 
remained in any of the Bourbon family : 
upoa which ieveral farther re((blution8 
and inquiries would naturally follow ; that 
the differences between the two houfesj 
upon this point, muil either be made up 
by the Commons agreeing with the Lordsi 
or muft end in a diffolution^ which would 
be followed by a return of the old minif' 
try, who, by the force of money and 
management, could eafUy get another par- 
liament to their wifties. He farther af- 
fured them boldly, that the Queen her« 
D felf 
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fclf was at the bottom of this defign, anc| 
had empowered him to deftre their votes^ 
againft the peace, ^s a point that would be* 
for her fervicc j : and therefore they need- 
not be in pain upon account of theit pen*- 
fions> or any farther marks of favour they 
expefled. Thus, by reviving the bid art 
of ufing her Majefty's authority againfl 
her pcrfom, he prevaiiod oyer fome, who 
urere not otherwife ia a ftation of Kfe to- 
oppofe the c^o^vtl > and his profdytes itifcay 
pretend to fome fliare of pity^ fincc he 
oflfered for an argumeat his owa ex- 
ample, who kept his place and favotrr,. 
after all he had done to defervc the 'loifsoC 
both. 

The other lord, in Whom the difcon-^ 
tented managers placed much of theif^ 
hopes, was the Earl of Nottingham,, 
already mentioned ;; than whom no maa 
ever appeafred to ^hate them more, *or to- 
be more pleafed at their fall, partly haav 
' his avowed principles, 'but chidfly ham 
the hopes' he had af (liapiiig in their:fpoii& 

But 
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j^ut it fell out) tBat he was no way zc^ 
ceptable to the Q^en or her ne^ fervantsi 
ihefe apprehended no little trouble and 
impedirnent to the publick bufinefs^ from 
his reilleis, talkative, overweening man-^ 
ner, if once he yvas fuffercd to have any 
part in affairs -, and he flood very ill with 
the court) having made a motion in the 
houie of Lords, and in herMajefty's pre- 
fence, Aat the Ele<ftoral Prince of Ha-* 
NOVER might be invited to rdide in JE«g-- 
landy although he had before declared to 
the Queen how much he was againft 
that propofal, when it was firft offered by 
the other party. However, fome very 
confidcrable employments had been giveii 
to his iieareft relations 3 and he had one 
or two offers for himielf, which he 
thought fit to refufe, as not equal to bid 
merits and charader. Upon the Earl of 
Rochester's deceafe, he conceived that 
the crown would hardly overlook him fo^ 
' Prcfident of the council, and deeply re- 
fcnted that difappointmeht. But the Duke 
D2 o( 
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of Newcastle, Lord privy-feal, dying 
fomc time after, he found that office was 
firft defigned for the Earl of jERSEYt 
and^ iipon this . lord's fudden death, wa$ 
aftuaily diipofed -of to the BiHaop cif 
Bristol: by which he plainly iiaw, that 
the Queen was determined againft giving 
him any opportunity of directing in af- 
fairs, or difplaying his eloquence in the 
cabinet-council. He had now fliaken oflf 
all remains of .patience or temper 5 and, 
fropi the contemplation of his own difap- 
pointments, fell, as it is natural, to find 
fault with the publick management, and 
to ail^e. his neighbours, in the country, 
that the nation was in imminent danger 
of being ruined. The difcontented lords 
were foqn apprifed of this great change ; 
and the Duke of Roxborough, the Earrs 
fon-in-law, was difpatched to Burleigh on 
the Hilly to cultivate his prefent dilpofi- 
tions, and offer him whatever terms he 
pleafed to infift on* The Earl imme- 
diately agreed to fall in with any meafures 

for 
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for diftreffing or dcftroying the miniftry : 
but, in order to preferve his reputation 
with die Church-patrty, and perhaps bring 
them over to his interefts, he propofed, 
that a bill fliould be brought into the 
houfe of Lords for preventing occafional 
conformity, and be unanimoufly agreed 
to by all the peers of the Lov^r-cburch' 
principle^ which would convince the 
world of their good intentions to the 
cftablifhed religion; and that their oppo- 
fitions to the court wholly proceeded 
from their care of the nation, and con- 
cern for its honour and fafety. 

Thefe preparations were publick 
enough, and the minifters had fufiicient 
time to arm themfelves ; but they feenl 
to have afted, in this junfture, like men 
who truftcd to the goodnefs of their 
caufe, and the general inclinations of the 
kingdom, rather than to thofe arts which 
our corruptions have too often made ne- 
ceflary. Calculations were indeed taken^ 
by which it was computed, that there 
D 3 " would 
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wouM b(S a majority of ten upon the fide 
of thc^ court, I renumber to have told 
my Lord Harcourt and Mr- Phior, 
that a majority of ten was only a majority 
of five, becaufe if their adverfaiies could 
brinif off five, the number would be 
^|ual: and foit happened »to prove; for 
the miftake lay in counting upon the bare 
pfomifeS;Of thofe who were wholly in the 
jnteireft of the old miniftry, and were 
only jbept in awe by the fear of offending 
th^ crown, and lofing their fubfidence, 
wherein the Duke of Somerset had 
given them full fatisfaftion. 

With thefe difpofitions of both par* 
ties, and fears and hopes of the event, the 
f^riianient iiiet upon the feventh of Z)f» 
cembiry :One thoufand fevien hundred and 
eleven- The Queen's fpdcch (excepting 
what related to fuppties)' was chiefly 
taken up in telling both houfes what 
progrefs fhc had made towards a gene* 
ral peace, and her hopes of bringing it 
%Q a fpeedy copdufion. As foon as her 

Ma- 
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l^efly was withdrawn, the houfe of 
LoFds, in a committee, rcfolved upon aft 
addrefs of thanks ; to which the Ear! of 
Nottingham propofcd an» addition of 
the following claufc. 

" And wc do bcg4eave td repreftnt k 
'" to your Majefty, as the humble opi- 
'^^ niofi aipd advice of this houfe, that no 
^ peace can be fafe or honourable to 
^^ Great Britain stnd Europe, if Spain 
^* ZTi6 ihtWeft^Indks are to be allots 
•^* to any brdnch of the houfe of BouR- 

** BON." 

He was feconded by the Earl of 
iScARBORouGH ; and, after a debate of 
feveral hours, the qnciHon for the claufc 
w*is carried, as I remember, by not above 
two voices. The next day the houfe , 
:agreed with Ae committee. The de^- 
pending lords, having taken frefti cou^ 
*age from -their principals, and fome 
who profeffed themfclves very humbfe 
ferVants to the prcfeht miniftry, and cne- 
tties to the former, went along with 
D4 the 
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the ftrcam, prc*«Dding not to fee tlw 
confequenccs that i»uft vifibly follow. 
The addrefs was prefented on the ele** 
vcnth, to which her Majeftys anfwcr 
was /hort and dry. She diftingui(hed 
their thanks from the reft of die piece ; 
and, in return to Lord Nottingham*s 
claufc, faid, (he flipuld be forry that any 
body could think £he would not do her 
utmoft to recover jSj^^i^ and the Wefi^ 
Indies from the houfe of Bourbon. 

Upon the fifteenth ctf December the 
Earl of Nottingham likewife brought 
in the bill to prevent occafional con- 
formity (although under a diiguifcd title), 
which met with no oppofition \ but was 
fwallowed by thofe very lords, who air- 
ways appeared with the utnwft violence 
^inft the' leaft advant^e to the efta^ 
bliflied church, * 

But in the houfe of Commons there 
appeared a very different fpirit; for when 
one Mr. Rqbjert Walpojle offered a 
daufc of the iame n^urc with ^at of 

the 
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the Earl of Nottingham, it was re- 
jected with contempt by a very great 
majority. Their addrcfs was in the moft 
dutiful manner, approving of what her 
Majefty had done towards a peace, and 
trailing intirelyto her wifdom in the fu- 
ture management of it. This addrcfc 
was pTjcfented to the Queen a day before 
that of the Lords, and received an an- 
fwcr diftinguifliedly gracious* But the 
other party was no ways difbouraged by 
cither anfweri which they looked upon 
as only matter of courfe, and the fenfe 
of the miniftry, contrary to that of the 
Queen. 

The parliament fat as long as die ap- 
proaching feftival would allow ; and upon 
the twenty-^&cond, the land^-tax and oc« 
cafional bills having received the royal 
affent, the houfe of Commons adjourned 
to the fourteenth of January following : 
but the adjournment of the Lords was 
only to the fecond, the prevailing party 
there being in haite to purfue the confe-f 
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fences of the Earl of Nottingham's 
cl4ufe, which they hoped would end in 
th(2 ruin of t]»e Tceafurer, and oyerthrow 
the miniftiyi and. therefore took the ad- 
vantage of this interval, that they might 
not be diidurbed by theCoxamons* 

When dais addre& againil aoy peace 
wkliout Spuin^ ^. was carried in the 
houfe of Lords, it is not eafy to defcribe 
4th^ elFedsit had upon moflrmens paEffidns*. 
The partifans of th& old minifliy trium* 
phed loudly, 4nd without any reserve, a« 
if the game were their own. The Earl of 
WfiAJtTON was obierv^ in the houfe to 
fmile, and put his hands to his neck whtm- 
a.ny ()£ the min^flry was fpeaking, by 
which he would have it under flood that 
fopie heads were in d;anger. Parker, 
the Chief juftice, bcg^n already wiA great 
zeal and ofHciou{aeCs to profeeute authors 
and printers, of weekly and other papi^rs^ 
VfiJt- in defence of the admimftration : in 
ihort, jpy and vengeance iat vifihle in 
eyery countenance of that party. : 

On 
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On tl^ otberiide; all well-wiiher$ to 
the Qjieen, the Church, or the Peace, 
were equally /dejcfted s and the Treaftirtf 
ftood the fbrcmoft mdrk both of his ene^ 
mies fiiry, aiid the cenfure of his friends : 
among the latter, fome imputed this fatat 
mk^rtutg^ to hts procrafltnadng nature ; 
others, tahis unmes^urable pubtick thrift r 
faoth parties agreed, that a firft minifter, 
with very nuidi^ate ikill in affairs, rnigh^ 
eafily have goremed the event : and fome 
b^an to doubt, whether the great fame 
of his abilities, acquired in other ftatioits, 
were what he juftly deferyed ; all thishe 
knew well enough, and heard it with 
great phlegm *, neidier did it make any 
alteratioa iu his countenance or humour. 
He told M onficur Buys, the Dutch wvoy, 
two d^s before the parliament fat, that 
Jie was forry for what was like to pafs,- 
becsole the States would be the firft fuf-^ 
ferers, which he de&cd the 'cnVoy to re* 
member: and to his neareft^ friends, who 
appeared ia pain about ^ti publick or 

them- 
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themfelves, he only faid that all would 
be well, and defired them not to be 
frighted. 

It was, I conceive, upon thefe mo- 
tives, that the Treafurer adviftd her ma- 
jefty , to create twelve new lords, and 
thereby difable the fling of fadtion for the 
reft of her life-time : this promotion 
\yas fo ordered, that a third part were 
of thofe on whom, or their pofterity, the 
peerage would naturally devolve j and 
the reft were fuch, whofe merit, birth, 
and fortune, could admit of no excep- 
tion. 

The advcrfe party being thus driven 
down by open force, had nothing left but 
to complain, which they loudly did ; that 
it was a pernicious example fet for ill 
princes to follow, who, by the fame rule, 
might make at any time an hundred as 
well as twelve, and by thefe meahs be- 
come matters of the houfe of Lords when- 
ever they pleafcd, which would be dange- 
j-ous to our liberties. To this it was an- 
2 fwered. 
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fwered, that ill princes fcldom trouble 
themfelves to look for precedents ; that 
men of great eftates will not be lefs fond 
of preferving their liberties when they are 
created peers ; that, in fuch a government 
as this, where the prince holds the balance 
between two great powers, the nobility 
and people, it is the v,ery nature of his 
office to remove from one fcale into the 
other, or fometimes put his own weight 
in the lighted, fo as to bring both to ai) 
equilibrium; and laftly, that the other 
party had been above twenty years cor- 
rupting the nobility with republican prin- 
ciples, which nothing but the royal prero- 
gative could hinder from overfpreading us. 

The Conformity-bill above-mentioned 
was prepared by the Earl of Notting- 
ham before the parliament met, and 
brought in at the fame time with the 
claufe againfl peace, according to the bar- 
gain made between him and his new 
friends : this he hoped would not only 
fave his credit with the Church-party, but 
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bring them over to his politicks, 6nca 
they muft^cieals be convinced^ that iaftead 
of changing his own princ^les, be had 
prevailed on the .grcatefl: elieniies to the 
eftabliflied rdigion to bethe finft movers 
in a law for the |)er|)etaal fettlement of it* 
Here it was worth obferving, with whsit 
tefignation the Juri<£b3 Lords (as they 
were then tailed) -are- fabmittefd to by Z^^*^ 
their adherents and followers s for it is 
.w6ll known, thatt the chief among the 
diffenting teachers in to^n were confulted 
upon this affair, and fuch arguments ufed> 
{as had power to convince them, that no- 
thing could be of greater advantage to 
their caufe than the pafling this bilh I did, 
indeed, fee a letter at that time from one 
of them to a great * man, complaining, 
that they were betrayed and undone by 
their pretended friends ; but they were in 
general very well fatisfied upo« promifeS 
that this law Should foon be repealed, and 
bthers more in their favour enacted, as foort 
as their friends- fhould be re-eftabliflied* 

* It was to the Treafurer himfelf« 

But 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS OF rm QUEEN- 47 

But noHthmg deemed more extraordinary 
dian the erent of this refined manag&- 
ment^ by which the Earl of Notting- 
ham wftS'fo ifarfrom bringing o?cr profo- 
lytes (v^ereia his ^Infities Ml rerj &ort 
even of the Duke of Somerset's) 5 or 
f refer ving the reputation of a firm church- 
man, that very few people did fo much as 
imagine he had any fuch deiign ; only 
when he brought in the billj they con- 
ceived it was ibme wonderful deep reach 
of politicks, which they could not com- 
prehend : however, they liked the thing, 
and without troubling themfelvcs about the 
perfons or motives from whence it rofe, it 
had a very ^ecdy paflage through both 
houfcs. It muft be confefied, that fome at- 
tempt of this nature was much more ne- 
ceffary to the leaders of that party, than is 
generally thought. The defire of paw^r 
and revenge was common to them all 5 
butfeveral amongthemwerc alfo confcious 
that they flood in need of protection, 
whofe fafety was therefore concerned in 

4he 
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the defign of ruining the miniftry, as well 
as their ambition. The Duke of Marl- 
borough forefaw thofe examinations, 
which 'were afterwards made into fbme 
parts of his management, and was appre- 
henfive of a great deal more; that the par- 
liament would perhaps enquire into the 
particulars of the ncgociation at the Hague 
in One thoufand feven hundred and ftinc ; 
for what ends, and by whofe advice the 
propofitions of peace from France were 
rcjeded: befides, he dreaded left that 
myfterious policy might be laid open to 
the world, of defiring the Queen to confti- 
tute him General for life, which was a very 
tender point, and would admit of much 
proof. It is true, indeed, that vvhilft the 
Duke's affair was under the corifideration 
of the houfe of Commons, one of his crea- 
tures* (whether by direction or other- 
wife) aflured the Speaker, with a very fe- 
rxous countenance, that the world was 
miftaken in cenfuring his lord upon this 

* Craggs, father to the Secretary. 
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article ; for it was thc^^cn who prcflcd 
the Duke to accept that commiflion 3 and 
upon his humble refufal conceived her 
firft difpleafure againft him. How fuch a 
defence, would have pafTed, if it had bqen 
ofFexed in formj is eafier tq be conceived, 
than how any perfon in his wits could 
have the confidence to affirm it ) which 
laft would indeed be hard to believe, if 
ihere were any room left for doubt. 
, The Earl of Godolphin wanted pro-^ 
* tedtion, notwithftanding the adt of general 
pardon, which had been procured by his 
predit, and Was principally calculated for 
his own fecurity. He knew that his long 
negled of compelling the accomptants to 
pafs their accompts, might be punifhed as 
a breach of truft. He had run the kingr 
dom into immenfe debts, by taking up 
ftorcs for the navy upon a vaft difcount, 
without parliamentary fecurity; for which 
he could be able to plead neither law nor 
neceffity : and he had given way, atleaft, 
to fome proceedings, not very juftifialjle,. 
E ill 
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in relation to remittances of moneys,, 
whereby the publick had fuffered confi- 
derable lofles. The Barrier-treaty fat 
h^avy upon thfe Lord Toavnsend's fpirits^ 
becaufc if it fhould be laid before the 
houfe of Commons, whoever negotiated 
that affair, might be fubjed: to the moft 
ievere animadverfions : and the Earl of 
Wharton's adminifti^tion in Ireland y^r^s. 
lookeduponas afufRcient ground to im- 
peach him, at leaft, for high crimes and 
Jiftifdeameaiprs. 

The managers in Holland were fliffi- 
ciently apprized of all this ; and Mon- 
fieur Buys, their minifter here, took care 
to cultivate that good correfpondencc 
between his matters and their Engltjk 
friends, which became two confederates, 
piirfuing the fame e^d* 

This man had been formerly employed 
ih England horn that Republick, and un- 
derftood a little of our language. His 
proficiency in learning has been fuch, as 
to furnifli now and then a Latin quota- 
■ ' ' ' . - . tion. 
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don, 6f which he is as liberal as his ftock 
will admit. His knowledge in govern* 
ment reaches no farther than that of his 
own country, by which he forms and cuU 
tivates matters of ftate for the reft of the 
world. His reafbnings upon politicks are 
with great profofion at all meetings ; and 
he leaves the company with entire fatis- 
fadion that he hath fully convinced t*hem. 
He is well provided with that inferior fort' 
of cunning, which is the growth of his 
country, of a ftahdard with the genius of 
the people^ and capable of being trans- 
ferred into every condition of life among 
them, from the Boor to the Burgomafter. 
He came into En^hmd with inftrudions, 
authorifing him to accommodate all dif- 
ferences between' her Majefty and the 
States 5 but having firft advifed with the 
confederate lords, he allured the rtiiniftry 
he had powers to hear their propofals, but 
none to conclude : and having repre- 
fented to his matters what had been told 
him by the adverfe party, he prevailed 
E % with 
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WitK them to re)7oko bis powera^ He 
found th« irtxarcft of thttfe who withflood 
the court, would; ex^ly fall in with the 
defigns of the Sutfi^i wfai(;h were to carry 
^n the war as^ they ' couVi^ i^t ou^r expence, 
iaiuL to: fee ' tbenii$lTesr , at . the head of- a 
itecaty of peace, whenever they were dif- 
poicd to apply to Franffr^o^ to receive 
iwfertures fnm thence^ 
, The Erpperpr, upon many powefful 
reafonSiWi^ uttei:^ ayerie from all councils 
whkh aioied at putting an end to the war> 
. withput delivering hin^ the whole domi- 
nion of Sjffiitti nay, the Eledor of HANp-, 
v^K bimfelf, although prefumptivc heir 
to the cropm of England^ and obliged by 
all ; forts of tics tp cultivate her Majefty's 
iriendihip, was /o. far deceived by mifre- 
vjwrefentations froni hence, that he feemed 
..to.fiifFej: Monfieur BoTHMAR, his envoy 
hfre, to -print 4md publijCh a memorial in 
EngU/hy dirccflly.difapproying all her Ma- 
jeifty'fi proQfjediugsj which memorial, as 
appearcth by the ftyle and manner of it, 

was 
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was all df awn up, or at leaft djgcftcd, by 
l^me pSLtty^-'pcn on dits Bde of ibe water^ 
Cautious writerciy fai wAct to avoid 06* 
fetide or danger, urul to pMftpfe che refpe& 
even due to foreign princes,* do afually 
charge tbf6 vd'rong^ftepk in a court atog^ 
tbtr'updrt '<h^ pcrfoiectiiplcJycdj but! 
fhoiildhavtitak^ a' ^urev method, and 
have been wholly filefic m this pointy if 
I had not then conceived fi)me hope, that 
his EleSoral Highnefs might poffibly have 
been a fhranger to the memorial' of his re- 
fident: fori firft,; die manner of deliver- 
ing it to the Secretary of ibte was^ out of 
all form, tmd almoft as extra<^rdinary as 
the thing itfelf.^ Monfieur BbtHMAR 
having obtained an 'hour of Mr. Secretary 
St. John, talked much to him upon the 
fubjed bf whieh diat memorial confifts; 
aiid upon going awfty, defirol he might 
leave a paper w'ith the Secretary, which ' 
he faidi contained the iubftanceof whathe 
had bee*difcourfing. This^ paper Mr; St. 
JoH>r laid aiide^ among others of little 
E3 confc- 
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cpnieqcience ; and a .few'da79iaw.a:in&f 
morial. in.. print, iiis^ch he found upoii 
Gomparkig to h^iihc :£taK with what 
BoTHWARbad l^ft. . . 

Duringitl3isiJ^^r^r«i5efspf parliament, 
and opoatho fifth .dayiof Januaryj prince 
EuGfej^E, .of Siwoyy Imdod jn England. 
Before he left his fhip he alked a perfon 
who came' to nfieetixim. Whether the new 
)ord3 were made, wnd what was their 
number I He was attended through the 
ftreets with a mighty rabble of people to 
St. JameiSi where Mr, Secrctaiy. St. 
John introduced him to the Queen, who 
receivsed ihim with great civility. His ar- 
rival h^d been loftgeiqpeifted, and Ac pro- 
jeft of. his journe|y had as long. been 
formed 3ief e by thfe party-leaders^ in con- 
cert with Monfieur B«^fe, and Monfieur • 
BoTHMAR, the Dtaib and Hanw^t en- 
voys. This prince brought over ci^den- 
tiais firom the Emperoi-, with offers to 
contifitoe ihe war upoix a new fcfet, very 
advantageous t6 B^ifam j part of whidi* 
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by' her Majefly's command*, Mr. St. 
John foon after produced to the houfe of 
Commons, where they were rcjedled, not 
without fome indignation, by a great ma- 
jority. The" Emperor's propofals, as. far 
as they related, to Sf>ai?fj were communis . 
cated to the hoafe in the words follow- 
ing. 

" His Imperial Majefty judges, that 
'* forty thotrfand men will be fufficient for 
*^ this fervicci and that the whole expence 
" of the war in Sf^ain^ may amount to 
" four millions ©f crowns, towards which 
,** his Imperial Majefty offers to make up 
*' thje troops, which he has in that coun- 
*' try, to thirty thousand mtOj and to tak? 
" QOe million of crowns uppn himfelf." 

On the other fide the houfc of Com- 
xnens voted a third part of thofe fou^ 
millions as a fufficient quota for/ her Ma- 
jefty toward that fervice ; for h was fup- 
ppfed the Emperor ought to bear the 
grefteft- proportion in a point that fo 
nearly concerned tum ; or at leaft, that 
E 4 Britain 
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Britain contributing one ttiifd, the others 
two might be paid by his Imperial Ma- 
jefty and the States, as they could fettle it 
between them'. 

The defign of Rrince Eugene's jour- 
• ney, was to raife a fpirit in the parliament 
and people for contihuing the war ^ for 
nothing was thought impoffibje to a prince 
of fuch high reputation in arms, in great 
favour with the Emperor, and impowered 
to make fuch propofals from his mafter, 
as the miniftry durft not rejedl. It ap-^ 
pearcd by an intercepted letter from Count 
Gallas, (formerly the Emperor's envoy 
here) that the Prince was wholly left to 
his liberty of making what offers he 
pleafed in the Emperor's name 5 for if the 
parliament could once be brought to rmfe 
funds, and tlie war go on, the miniftry 
here muft be under a neceffity of apply^ 
ing and expending thofe funds ; and the 
Emperor could afterwards find twenty rea- 
fons and excufes, as he had hitherto dbne^ 
for not furni(hing%is quota: therefore 
2 Prince 
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Prince Eugene, for feme time, kepthim-^ 
felf t^ithin generals, until being prefled to 
ex{^aan himfelf upon that particular of the 
war in Spainy which the houie of Aus- 
tria pretended to have moft at heart, 
he made the offer abovp-mcntioned, as a 
moft extraordinary efibrt ; and fo it was, 
confidering hqw little they had ever done 
before, towards recovering that monarchy 
to themfelves : but (hameful as thefe pro-» 
pofids were,- few believed the Emperor 
would obferve them, or, indeed, that 
he ever intended to ipare ib many men, 
as would make up an army df thirty 
thoufand mien, to be employed in Spain^ 

Prince Eugene's vifit to his friends in 
England continued longer than was ex- 
peded; he was every day entertained 
magnificcndy by perfons of quality of 
both parties 5 he went frequently to the 
Treafurer, and fometimes affeded to do k 
in private 5 he vifited the other jninifters 
and great officers of the court, but on dl 
occafions publickly owned the chara(5ler 

and 
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and appellation of a Whig ;^ and in fccret,- 
held continual meetings with the Duke of 
Marlborough, and the other difcon* 
tented lords, where Mr. Bothmar ufually 
afSiled. ' It is the great ambition of this 
, prince to be perpetually engaged in war, 
without confidering the caufe or confe-r 
quence ; and to fee himfelf at the head of 
an army, where only he can make any 
confiderable figure. He is not without u 
natural tindure of that cruelty, fome time 
charged upon the Italians ; and being 
nurfed in arms, hath fo far extinguifhed 
pity and remorfe, that he will at any tim6 
facrificc a thoufand mens lives, to a ca- 
price of glory or revenge. He had con- 
ceived an incurable hatred for theTrea*- 
furer, as the perfon who principally op- 
pofed this infatiable paflion for war ; faid 
he had hopes of others, but that the 
Treafurer wa^ un mecbant diabky not to be 
moved j therefoFe, fince it was impoflible 
for him or liis friends to compafs their de- 
figns, while that minifter continued at the 
4 . head 
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head of affairs, he propofed an expedient, 
bften pradifcd by thofe of his country, 
that the Treafurer (tb ufe his own ex- 
preffion) fhould betaken off, a la neg^ 
Hgence ; diat this might eaiily be doae^ 
and pafs for an effed: of chance, if it 
wcrp preceded by encouraging fome pro-r 
per people to commit fmall . riots in th« 
night ; and in feveiral parts of the town, 
e crew erf obfcure ruffians were ac- 
cordingly employed about that time, who 
probably exceeded their commiffion ; and 
mixing diemfelves with thofe difordcrly 
people that often infeft the ftreets at mid* 
night, a<5ted inhuman outrages on many 
perlbns, whpm they cut and mangled in 
the face and arms, and other parts of the 
body, without, any provocation j but an 
effectual flop was^foon put to thefe enor- 
mities, which probably prevented the exe- 
cution of the main defign. 

I am vpry fenfible, that fuch an impu* 
tation ought not to be charged upon any 
person whg^ever^ upon flight grounds or 
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doubtful furmifes ; and that thofe, who 
think I am alDle to produce no better, will 
judge this pafTage to be fitter for a libel 
than a hiftorjr ; but as the account was 
given by more than 0n6 perfon who was 
at the meeting, fb it was confirmed paft aH 
contradidtloii by fevertd Iriterdepted letters 
and paplers ■: and it is mod certain, that 
the rage of the defeated 'party, upon their 
frequent difappoirttments, was fo far in** 
flamed, as to make them capable of fome 
CQunfels yet more violent and defperate 
than this, which, however, by the vigi- 
lance of thofe near the perfon of her Ma- 
jefty, were happily prevented. ' • ■". 

On the thirtieth day of December, One 
thbufand feven hundred and eleven, the 
Duke of Marlborough was removed 
frorri all his employments : the Duke of 
Ormond fucceeding him as general, both 
here and in Flanders. This proceeding of ^ 
the court (as fai- as it related to the Duke 
qf Marlborough) was much Cenfured 
both at home and abroad, and by^n^ 

who 
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who did not wifh ill to the prcfent fitua- 
tion of affair?. There were few exam- 
ples of a commander being difgraced, after 
an umnterrupted courfe^fbr many years /'^*^**^^ 
againA a formidable enemy, land this be- 
fore a pq;iod was put to the war: diole 
who had lead efleeni. for his valour and 
cpndudtj.thoughtit not prudent to remove 
a general, whofe troops were perpetually 
yiaorious, while he was at their head j b?- 
^aufp this had infufed into his foldiers an 
Qpipion th^t they ihpuld always conquer^ 
and into the enemy that they ihould al- 
. ways be beaten ; than \yhicb> nothing is 
held to be of greater mofnent,, eith^ in 
ihp progre& of a war^ or upon the day of 
batdes and I have good grounds to afBriQ, 
that thefe reafoas ha4 fufiicient weight' 
with the Qjieen and miniftry to have kept 
the Duke of Marlborough in his poft, 
if a; way could have been found out to 
haye done it with any affurance of Safety 
to the nation. It is the misfortune of 
princes> that the effeds of their difpleafure 

' make 



dbyGoogk 



62 HISTORY or THE FOUR 

make ufually much more noife than thiJ 
taufes : thus, the found of the Duke's 'fall 
was heard farther than many of thie rea- 
fons which made it neceflary ; whereof, 
though fome were vifible enough, yet 
others lay more in the dark. Upon the 
Duk6's laft return from Flanders^ he had 
fixed his arrival to town (whether by ac- 
cident qr otherwife) upon the fevf nteenth 
of November^ called Queen Elizabeth's 
day, when great numbers of his creatures 
and admirers had thought fit to revive ah 
old ceremony among the rabble, oi burn- 
ing dSe Pope in effigy j for the perfor- 
madlcc of which, with more folemnity^ 
tlw had made extraordinary prepare- 
tins. From the feveral circumftances of 
the expence of this intended pageantry, 
and' of the perfons who promoted it, the 
court, apprehenfive of a defign to inflame 
the common people, thought fit to order, 
that the feveral figures feould be feized as 
popifli trinkets i and guards were ordered 
to patrole, for preventing any tumultuous 

af- 
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affemblitt. .Whether this frolick were 
only intended for an afFront to the court, 
or whether it had a deeper meaning, I 
muft lea^^e undeteraiined. The Duke, in 
his own nature, is not much turned to be 
popular ; and in his flourifhing times, 
whenever he came back to England upon 
the clofe of a campaign, he rather afFefted 
to avoid any concourfe of the mobile, if 
they had been difpofed to attend him i 
therefore, fo very contrary a proceeding at 
this junfture, made it fulpedted as if he 
had a defign to have placed himfelf at 
their head. 'France^ Pq)ery, the Pre- 
tender, Peace without Spainy were the 
words to be given about at this mock- 
parade ; and if what was confidently aA 
ferted be true, that a report was to have 
been fpread at the fame time of the 
Queen's death, no roan can tell what 
might have been the event. 

But this attempt, to whatever purpofes 
intended, proving wholly abortive by tht 
vigilance ^f thofe in power, the Duke's 

arrival 
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arrival was wid)^mt any noife or conie- 
qaeace $ and upon confttking with his 
friends, he (boa fell in with their new 
fcheme for preventing the peace. It was 
believed by many perfoos> that the mini* 
iters might, with little difficulty, have 
brought him oyer, if they had pleafed to 
make a trial ; for as he would probably 
have accepted any terms to continue in a 
flation of fuch prodigious profit, fo there 
was fufficicnt room to >^ork upon his 
fears, of which he is fcldom unprovided 
(I mean only in his political capacity) 
and his infirmity very much increafed by 
his unmeafurable poiTefSons, which have 
rendered him j, ipfique onerique timenUm i 
but reafon, as well as the event, proved 
this to be a miftake : for the minifters be- 
ing determined to bring the war to as 
fpeedy an ifliii^ as the honour and fafety of 
» their country would permit, could not 
poflibly recompence the Duke for the 
mighty incomes he held by the continu- 
ance of it. Then the other party had 

cal- 
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lesScuktcd their numbers ; and hj the ac« 
ceik^n rf thJl Earl of Nottingham, 
svhofe example they hoped would have 
many Mto^ef% and die fticcefeful foli- 
i^attoiYs of the Duke of Somerset, found 
tliey were fare <rf a m&jority in the houfe , 
of Lords I fo that in this* view of cii-cum- 
fiances, the Dake of Marlborough 
thought he adted with feCurity, as well as 
advantage : he tbere^^ne boldly fell, with 
ills whole weight, into the de%n of ruin- 
ing the miniffay at the expence of his 
duty -to his Sovereign, and the welfare of 
ills' comitry, after the mi^ty obligations 
he had rec^ved from bodi« Whig and 
Tory were now no longer the difpute, 
but the C^ieen or the Duke of Marlbo* 
RocTGH : He was at the head of all the 
cabals ami ^onfults with Bothmar, 
Buys, and the difcontented Iprds. He 
forgot that government of his paflion, for 
which hk admirers ^ufe4 to cekbrate bimi ' 
fell into all the impotend^ of anger, and 
violence upan ^very party^debate: fb that 
F the 
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the Queen found herfclf under a ne-, 
ceffity, either on the one iide to facrifice 
thofe friends, who bad ventured their 
lives in refcuing her out of the power of 
fome, whofe former treatment fbe had 
. litde reafon to be fond of, to put an end 
to the progrcfs (he had made towards a 
peace, and diflblve her parliament ; or, on 
the other fide, by removing one perfon 
from fo great a truft, to get dear of all 
her difficulties at once : her Majefty 
therefore determined upon the latter, as 
the (horter and fafer courfe ; and during 
the recefs at Chriftmas, fent the Duke a 
letter, to tell him ihe had no farther oc- 
cafion for his fervicc. 

There hath not perhaps in the prefent 
age been a clearer inftance to Ihew the 
inftability of greatnefs which is not 
founded upon virtue; and it may be an 

. inftrudlion to princes, who are well in the 
hearts of their people, that the over- 
grown power of any particular perfon, 

' although fupported by exorbitant wealth, 

can 
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can by a little rcfolution be reduced in a 
moment, without any dangerous confe- 
quences. This lord, who was, beyond 
all comparifon, the greateft fubjedl in 
Chriftendom,' found his power, credit, 
and influence, crumble away on a fud- 
den; and, except a few friends or follow- . 
ers> by inclination, the reft dropt off in 
courfe. From directing in fome manner 
the ai&irs of EurapCy he defcended to be a 
member of a faction, and with little dif- 
tindtion even there : that virtue of fub- 
duing his refentments, for which he was 
fo famed when he had little or no occa- 
fion to exert it, having now wholly for- 
faken him when he ftood moft in need 
of its afilftance; and upon tryal was 
found unable to bear a reverfe of for- 
tune, giving way to rage, impatience, 
envy, and difcontent. 
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FOUR LAST YEARS 

U E E N. 

B Q K It 

TH £ houifi p^ (/ordg met MpOn the 
<ircon4 day ^ y^waty, dC9ord* 
log tp thejif adjournment; but 
Wfore they could p^<»ceed to bu^ncfs, the 
twelve ijew-created ppers w^re, in the 
ufual forxQi admitted to their ieats in that 
aflenjbly, who, by cheir mjunber^ turned 
the balance op theficie of the court> and 
voted an ^adjournment to the faqae day 
tvith the commons. Upon the fourteenth 
Fj of 
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di January the two houfes met; but thi* 
Queen, -\^ho intended to be thete in^ per- 
fon, fent a thefTage to inform them, that 
flie was prevented ty a fudden return of 
the gout, and to defire they would adjourn 
for th«e days Iqngjer,. when her Majefly 
heped fhe fhoul<i be alj^e to fpeak to 
them. Howc\(c», her: indifpofition ftill 
continuing, Mr. fectetary St. John 
brought another mc^ge to the h^ufe of 
Commons from the.iJQue&n^ containing 
the fdbftance of what (he intended to 
have fpoken; that fhe could now tell 
them, her plenipotentiaries were arrived 
at Utrecht -, had begun, in purfuance of 
her inftruftions, to concert the riioft pro- 
per ways of procuring a juft fatisfedion 
to air powers in alliance with her, accord- 
ing to their fev.eral treaties, and particu- 
larly with relation to Spain and the PFefi-- 
Indies; that fhe promifed to communi- 
cate to them the conditions of peace, be- 
fore the fame, (hould be concluded; that 
the world would now fee how groundlefs 

thofe 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS OF tHi QUEEN. 71 

^of^ reports werc^ and without the leaft 
colour, that a fcp^ate peace had been 
treated; l^t her .minifters were directed 
to propdfe, that a>day might be fixed for 
the iioifhingi as was done for the com« 
mencemeat of this treaty; and that» in 
the mean timei all pr^eparations were 
haftening for an early campaign, "&€. 

Her Majefly's endeavoars towards this 
great work having been in fuch a for^ 
wardnefs at the time that her meifage 
was fent, I (hall here, as in the moA pro* 
per place, relate the feveral fleps by which 
the intercourfe between the courts of ira«r^ 
and Britain was begun and carried on. 

The Marquis de Torcy, fcnt by the ' 
mbft Chriftian King to the HaguCy had 
there, in the year One thoufand fcveii 
hundred and nine, made very advan* 
tageous jofFers to the allies, in his maf^ 
^er's name; which our minifters, as well 
as thofe of the States, thought fit to re** 
fufe, and advanced other propofals in 
their ftcad, but of fuch a nature as no 
F 4 prince 
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prirtce tmM ^i&gcft, wh^^^i^'^riot* lie at 
the immcdkle mercy of his «Deniie6. It 
Wis <leifntod^(t;Hamong ^d^F lAiings, ^at 
tht Frefjck Kitig ihdttkl' ctaiplofliis own 
tit)oj>s, in coi^ttiwftbn wkh thofe of the 
alligsB, 4soAmt his gtaiw^fon otit^ Spain. 
The propofcrs kaew'VCfy:^^!,. that the 
en^my .ii^ould neter co&Ctvst ta this ; and 
if it were poffiWe ^y could at firfthavc 
any fudi hopes, Mtenf. »]fe TorcY tffuPtd 
them to the contrary/ in a inktiner 'which 
might wcM ^be^ believed 5 for theii the 
Btitijh and Ddrick plenipo'tentiair^ies were 
drawing up their demands. They defired 
that minifter to aflift therti 4n the flyle 
and expreffion, whicji he very readily did> 
and made nfe of the ftrong^ft words he 
€Ould find to pleafe them. He then iiH 
Med to kndw their laft refolatioh,;^ whe-r 
ther thcfe were the loweft terms the allies 
would accept 5 and having fecrived a dc-^ 
^trmmixt apfweiF i« liie «ffirmadve,he 
fpoke to this effc^k ^ ' 
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: *' That i« tfaflnked iktm iiear% for 

^*,glvm% hUn t^ happii^ dajr he had 

" ever (eea in his life : thatj in perfcd 

<' «ibe^»9i^:l9^his; HwQfr* h» had made 

** ooQ^iSfl^, 49 h»» o^«^9pi}H9ti, highly 

*' 4eR$gfttoi7 to .^iCia^'s . hoBonr ani 

** intoroft ; dnt he had not conoeakd the 

*\ ^iSfi^tias.ci Jm&Mstt or die'di&oa* 

*' imts of his ooiiQti7, hfy a long and 

'* :unCuccdfifDi war, wiuch could only 

** ju([iily the large aSm h^ liad been 

*' . impoitrered to make : that the condU 

"' tioms of fcftf», now dehvered into hk 

** hands h3r:|the allies, would ra^fe.a new 

** f^it in ihe nation, and remove the 

" greateft dtfficulQr the court lay under, 

** puitmgit inJbis mailer's power to con- 

" vince all his A^t^eds how earneflly his 

" A^je% d^tfi tQ eafe them from .the 

" burthsfl,<4^th?:war'i b4it that hisepe* 

V mies wwld not afc^pt of ai^y terms, 

*' whi<:h. eouft4 Qonfift either . with their 

" fafety or his honour." : IVfonf. ToRcy 

^GTured ibs Penfioncr, in the ftrongeft 

man- 
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manner) and bid him count upon it/ that 
the King his. mailer would never fign 
thofe articles^ 

It foon appeared, that the Marquis db 
ToRc y's predidiond were true ; for upon 
delivering to his mafter the laft refolu- 
tions of the alliesy that Prince took care 
to publifh them all over his kingdom, as 
an appeal to his fubje^ts ag^unft the un- 
reafonablenefs and injuftice of his ene- 
mies : which proceeding cffe&ually an- 
fwered the utmoft he intended by it; for - 
the French nation, extrcmdy jealous of 
their Monarch's glory, made univerfal 
offers of their lives and fortunes, rather 
than fubmit to fuch ignominious terms ; 
and the clergy, in particular, promifed to 
give the King their confecrated plate> 
towards continuing the war* Thus that 
mighty kingdom, generally thought to 
be wholly exhaufted of its wealth, yet, 
when driven to a neceflity by the impru- 
dence of the allien,, or by the corruption 
of particular men> who influenced their 

coun- 
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councils, I'ecovered ftrength enough to 
iupport idelf for three following cam* 
paigns : and in the laft, by the fatal blind* 
nefs or obftinacy of the DtUcb (rcnturing 
to a<ft without the affiftance of Britmn^ 
which they had (bamcfuUy abandoned), 
was an overmatch fer the whole confede- 
rate army. 

Thofe who, in order to defend the 
proceedings of the allies^ have given an 
account of this negociation> do wholly 
omit the circumftajnce I have now related, 
and; exprefs the zeal of the Britijh and 
Dutch minifters for a peace, by informing 
us how frequently they fent after Monf. 
DE ToRCY, and Monf. Rouille, for a 
farther conference; But in the mean 
time, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Secre- 
tary to the Queen's plenipotentiaries, was 
difpatched over hither, to have thofe 
abortive articles figned and ratified by 
her Majefty at a venture, which was ac- 
cordingly done; A piece of management 
altogether abfurd, aiid without example i 
2 con- 
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contritwd only tp dwroivc our peopk into 
ft Ulicf that a peace wasiiotendedv and to 
ihew what great tWngs the miniftry dc* 
figjned to do. 

. Jl^t th» hope expiring^ upon the news 
that; iFrtmet bad . nefoled to iign : thoft 
artidcfti all was fblvod/ by recottrfe to th£ 
old topick of the French perfidioufnefs* 
^ We Imded IJsem plmtifuUy with igno- ^ 
mimoua appelUtiona $ they were a nation 
titiver to be traflxd. The parliament 
cbearfiiUy continufcd their fapplies, and 
th^. war Ayemt on. The winter fi^ldwing 
began the Ibcond and laft Ifefflon of the 
preceding parliomcQJt, noted fdr the trial 
of Dr. Sachbvsrel> and the occafiorys 
thereby given to the peq>Ie to difcover 
ajid exert their difpoiitions, wryoppofite 
to the dfifigns^rf thofe who were then in 
. pcw^en In the fqn^mer of One ^ufand 
ieven hundred and ten > enfudda gradual 
change of tfe miniftry 5 and ' in the ' be- 
g^ifig of that winter the preferit parlia-^ 
vuSQt was called. 

The 
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The King of IBrattce^ ^dide real io« 
tttiifts made tim fincerdjr -dBfittxi& of 
any toierahk petee> Ibund it impoffible 
to treat upon equal conditions wicheidMr 
of the two Maritime Powers ^eilgdged 
againft him, becaoie of the preTaltincjr-of 
j[a£tions IB both» whoafted iii concert 10 
theii' ii»ltBaI private advantage, although 
diredl^ agatnft the general dlfpoGtions 
of the pcopk ia either, as W(U » againU: 
their ievo-ol maximsof government. But 
upon the great turn t3& iiS^t% iind €c>Uh^ 
ells here iti EnglMd^ the nav parH^toeiit 
2^tA wcm^^^BX% aidting frotti other motives, 
and upon odier prindpies, that Pri»i£e 
hoped an opportunity might arife of re- 
fuojing hit ei^deavoul^ teoiwards a peace. 

ThcTQ was at this limt in England a 
F^'encb cccleiiiftick, called the Abh6 
Gaultier', who hfld lefided feveral years 
m L0idm^ under the proteSiaia of fome 
foreign snia^rs^ in whofe f^txtilics he 
ufed, upon occaiioti, to^xercife bis Jbrnc-^ 
twn 0I a fmk, Afttr the battk otBtm^ 
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beiniy this gentleman, went dowh to iVi?/- 
tingbamy where fcvcral Fr^wA prifoncfS' 
of quality: were> kept, to whom he ren^ 
dercd thofc offices of civHky, fuitable'to 
perfons in their condition, which,- uJ)on- 
their return to France y they reported to 
his advantage. Among the reft, the 
Chevalier, dr Croisst told his brother, 
the Marquis de Torcy, that whenever: 
the Fr^«ri& court would have a mind to 
make overtures of peace with England^* 
Monf. GuALTiER might be very ufefully 
employed in handing them to the minif- 
ters here. This was no farther thought 
on at pre/ent. In the mean time the war : 
went on, and the conferences at the 
Hague and Gertruydenberg mifcarrled, by 
the allies infifting upon fuch demands as 
they neither expefted, nor perhaps de- 
firedi (hould be granted. ' 

Some time in July^ One thoufand feven 
hundred and ten, Monf. Gualtier re- 
ceived a letter from the Marquis joe 
ToRCY, fignijfying, that a report being 

fpread 
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ipread of her Majefty's kitentions to 
change her miniftry, to take Mr. Har« 
LEY into her councils^ and to diflblve her 
parliament, the moft Chriflian King 
thought it might be now a favourable 
conjuncture to offer new propofals of a 
treaty: Monf. Gualtier was therefore 
diredied to apply himfelf, in the Mar- 
quis's name, either to the Duke of 
Shrewsbury-, the Earl of Jersey, or 
Mr. Harley, and inform the French 
court how fuch a propofition would be 
relifhed. Gualtier chofe to deliver his 
meffage to the fecond of thofe, who had 
been ambaiTador from the late King to 
France -, but the Earl excufed himfelf 
from entering into particulars .with a 
Granger, and a private perfon, who had 
no authority for what he faid, more than 
a letter from Monf. de Torcy. Gual- 
tier offered to procure another from 
that minifter to, the Earl himfelf; and 
did fo, in a month after : but obtained no 
anfwer till December following, when the 

Queen 



Digitized 



by Google 



to HISTORY or the FOUR 

Qjjeen had made all neceffilry ebdngcs^ 
and fuounoo^ a free parliament to h^ 
wi(hes. About the beginning of "Jaimary^ 
the Abbe (after havii^ procured his dtf** 
iniilion from Ownt Gallas, the £m^ 
peror's eoYoy^ at that time his proee<^lor) 
was fent to Fkris^ ta iftform Monil 
TpaCYi that her Majcfty wouljd be wilU 
^^ hi$ maflier ftiouki refume the tr^tty 
wdxibffandj prbvided the demands of 
Mvfgiand ifiig^ be previoufly granted^ 
GiTAmsR xame back, after a (hort ftay, 
with a return to his mefla^, that the 
l^tcA bad ufed the moft Chriftian King 
and his mtnifters in fuch a manner^ bot^ 
at lUxt Hague ^f^dGertruydenbtrg^ as mad6 
riiat Prince refoke not to cxpofe himfelf 
any mdre to the like treatment; that he 
dwefore chafe to addrefs himfelf to Eng^ 
kndj and was ready to make whatever 
, c^rs her Mi^efiy could reafonaUy eir*^ 
* pe&, for the; advantage of her own king* 
^omS) and the fad^fedtion of her allies^. 

X •' After 
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t .ABiitT thi^meffitge had been dulycon^ 
iSdercd J^y the Queen and her mimAers) 
MoqC GvAhmk was* difpatdbed a k^ 
Ckwd time to FramXiibom'Ac b^;kiniii^ 
oiMardy One tkodfand faren hundred 
and ten^eleven, with aa ao^vrer to the 
following pufpo^ : ^^ Hiat fince Frmc& 
had tb»r pacticulap nsafons fbr not hegip*^ 
mngagsintotrent'mihHoilmidi England 
was vvajyihig to rento«s. that difficulty, and 
prcffoii^ icibould: be doiie in thisman*^. 
her ) That France fhould fbnd o^er hiihef* 
^e prq>ofitidns for a treaty^ v^hich 
Qmiid be tranfmitted by England to 
^oUandy , to be Jointly treated on that fid& 
(>f th^ livateir; but it was to be undent 
fioodi th^t the fame propofitioh foitnerly • 
ofibred to H^Uand^ was to be made ta 
Englandy^ Qx otit not lefs advantageous 
tothe^allied ;. for iaUhoUgh England would 
enter mqO: iincereiy into fuch a treaty, 
and (hew, ii> the courfe cf it, the clear- 
nefs of their intentioDs; yet they could 
not, with honour, entertain a lefs be- 
G nefieial 
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iie£k:isti {iropofal thjan what was aflfered 

^Ae States." 

That piiocoy as veH as his mimiber, 
^j^C Bs ToftCY^either.Mt, or afieSsedi 
;^if»idi cclbq|iwtoi«£ the Jifage the lattef 
hini 4Sie| at ihe I/4giif« and Qertnydm^ 
hrg.itti tiMjr appear^ &liy dcstetmiiied 
a^aluft «^mg any application to the 
S^«&$, whem die. Aime perfons cootintied 
fiiU in powcr^ cf wfaofe;^eatment tfacy, 
fe hoavily wraplaine^. They feensed 
altogether to diftri^ the inclination of 
that cepu^k towards a peace j but at 
the iame dme /hewed a mighty con« 

' plaifance to the EngHJb nation, and a 
6g&sfB. to have faer majefty at die head of 
a treaty. This appears by the £rft over- 
ture ki form fent from that kingdom,* 
and figned ,by Monf. de Torcv, on the 
twcnfcy^fecond.of ,/J5^/, N* S* Onethouw 
fandfeven hundred aad eleven, to the 
following, efFeft: 

^^ That as it could no* be doubted but 
'^the King was in a condi.tipn of cpn- 

^* tinuing 
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^^tbfuing the war vrith honour, fi> it 
*^ could not be looked on m amatkof 
f^ weaksefi in his Majefiy tx> break the 
Hfiknce lie fakd kept fince^ the coi^^ 
^^RBoes at Untrwfdeaitrg I and tfaat» 
^\ bcfiare the. qiemng of the campa^n^ 
6 he^now ghrti finrthar praofof the de<^ 
^' fire hedwayi had lo^ procuir daeirepofe 
f ^ of jSfir(?^4 But after vwhoi: be hadl 
\^'^ibund» hf cacpericooc^ of the ibRtiment$ 
" of thofe pcrforts Vfho now. govern 
^ the fepubfick of Ebttand, and of their 
^ indoftry' in rendering all ncgociations 
** withoiit effed, hkMa}e% will, for the 
'^ j^bllck good, oflfer io the Englijh na« 
^ tkffr diofb proportions,: which he thiiiks 
•* fit to make for ternMnatiog the war, 
^* and for fettKng the tranquifity of Eu^ 
^ rqhf upon a f6tid foundation. It is 
*^ with dirs view' that he oflfers to enter 
** iftto a treaty of peace, founded on the 
" following conditions* 

" Firft, The Engli/h nation fhall have 

" rcrf fccuritiep for carrying on th^dr trade 

G 2 in 
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** in SpaWy the JW/Vl^, 4iid ports of thtf . 
•* Mediterranean. 

" Secondly, The King will confcnt td 
?* form a.fufficicnt harrier in tibe Low 
•* Countries, for the fecurity of the .r&- 
f' publicfe of Holland*^ and this barrier 
*' (hall be fuch as England (ball agree 
r upon and approve ; hi& Majcfty pro- 
^ mififlg, at the fame time, an intire 
*' liberty and fecurity to the trade of ther 
^' Dutch. 

" Thirdly, All reafonable methods 
*' fhall be thought on, with finceriiy 
^^ and truths for giving fatisfadtion to the 
*^* allies of England and Holland. 
, " Fourthly, Whereas the affairs of the 
^ King of Spain are in fo good a condi- 
" tion as. to furniih new expedients for 
^ putting an end to the difputes about 
^ that monarchy, and for fettling it to 
•5 the fatisfaftion of the feveral parties 
*• concerned, all fincere endeavours fhall 
^^ be ufed for furmounting the difficulties 
•* arifcn upon this occafion^ and the 

« trade 
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^ trade and intcrcft of all parties engaged , 
^^ in the prefent war (hall be fecured. 

*^ Fifthly, The conferences, in order 
♦* to treat of a peace upon thefe confdi- 
** tions, fhair be immediately opened ; 
^* and the plenipotentiaries, whom the 
^"* Kingfhall name to aflSft thereat, (hall 
«^ treat with thofe of 'England and Hol^ 
^* lanJy either alone, or in conjuniSlion 
** with thofe of their allies, as England 
«' fhall chufe. 

^^ Sixthly, His Majefly propofes the 
^' towns of jiix la Cbapelle or Liege for 
^* the place where the plcnijpotentiarifs 
^* fliall aflemble, leaving the choice like- 
^* wife to England of either of the faid 
*-^ towns, wherein to treat a general 
^■^ peace/* 

Thefe overtures, although exprefling 
much confidence in the miniftry here, 
great deference to the Queen, and difplea- 
fure againft the Dutcb^ were imnaediately 
tranfmitted by her Majefty's command to 
her ambaffador in Holland^ with orders, 
G3 that 
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diftt they fbould be commtimcflted to the 
Penfit>nary. -The AbW G^altxer w« 
de&ecl Yd £gfiMy this (yrocle^hsg tx> the 
Marquis be Torcy 3 at the (koie time to 
let that jminiAier iinderilttid« that fame: of 
the above articles dught to be tDTplaioed; 
The J:#ord RAJiy, rxovr Barl'of Strafe 
FORD, msifircftcdtb toll the Pcnixonary; 
thather'Majefty beiOgn^l«cd,iii ipaking 
peafce as in pMkbg Mr^if , to afft-ia pcrfefik 
concert with the States, would not lofe z 
fiDOnient in tranfeuttmg to him z paper of 
this importance : that the Queea esix^i^f 
deficed, that. 4he iSecret iioighjt be ^pt 
among^ aal&w as pc^hk 3 and ^hat i^o 
hoped tho Peofiooaiy woiiildidvire «(poii 
this. ooQafion with no perfopj^hfUtiQ^^ 
eoccept fuch, as by the conftitution <3^ |(hat 
g^uttrnment, are .unayoida^bly pQceflary: 
tfoat thet^rniiSQf t.h? feyerdf^-opofijious 
were indeed too gf^neral s but^^ how^verj,^ 
liicf > contained ah . of&r fo , ^e»t ; aod 
Amt, althou^ there MppcKf^ ^ air of 
corapi^ance Xf:£in$k»d id^oqgKthe w^olfs 

^ u- paper. 
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papeT) af^ the ^coftti-ary to HpUand^ yet 
thte could hix^e &6 ill codfeqUeiice$> a$ 
lobg as th6 Queen. ahd the States took 
care to underilmd each other, and to aO; 
tirith' as IMc ftferve as becaWe tVro pow^ 
efs^ ib nearly allied in ilitereft; which 
rate, on the part of Britain^ fliould be in« 
VtAal^y ot>ferved. It "was fignified like^ 
vnSi to ^ Penfionary, diat thp- Duke of 
MARtBQitbtTGH had no communication 
ef-^s affsor fnnn England^ and that it 
t^tis iuppoied he would have none from 
tiie Hague. : . 

' Aftd: tbefe proppfal^ had been con« 
fiderid in Holla^y tte andbafiador wai 
dlreded tor fend b&ck the opinion of tfa<t 
Butcb tiiiniftefS tipMi diem. The court 
hete Was, indeed; apprcheixfive, ^ that th* 
P^nfioflfaiy would be alarmed at the whote 
fMtit of Moiifieur d£ ToRpY's paper^ and 
particularly at theie expreffions, that the 
EfigHJB'&sSi Itave real fecurities for tHifeip 
iH&^ &€. and that the barrier fbr thi 
Stat^-g^6«^ ftalt be foch taBngknd 
-- G41 fliall 
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ihall agr^ upop and approve* It was nar« 
tural to think> that tl^c fy^ which thq 
Pi^i^iTi^ would cpQce^ve of Qur pl}taiQing| 
advantageous tef ms f<w Britain^ mightf 
put, them upon trying under-band foe 
tbcmfelyes^ ^qd end^avQuripg to pver-/ 
(-eachusiq the tnanageix^eQ; of the peaccg^ 
{IS they hadhitiierto don^jn tbiatof the 
war ; tl^e ambaffadpr vyas therefore ^au-* 
^ioncd to be very watchfuj in ^ifcpvering 
^y workings^ V^hichniigbt tepd ^hatway, 

' Whea the Lord Rabv was firft fent t^ 
^he Hague, the Duke of Marlborough^ 
a^nd JLord Tqi^nsheno, had, for veryob- 
yious reafonsi ufed th^ir utmo^l endea<& 
yours to involve hioi in as many difiicu|-t 
tie^ as they could ; upon which, and pthei|f 
Recounts, ivee41eis to mention, it was 
thought proper; that his grace, then in 
Flanders^ (hoi»ld n©t be let into^ the iecret 
^f this aiFaif^ 

. 'phhc/yiropofal of Aix or Ldege. for ^ 
^lace.^f treaty, was only a farther mark 
fl ^# old dtfconcent agaii^ Holland^ tq 

- I \ ih?w 
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Qicw they would not nai&e thy tovm 
M^ch belonged to the States. 

The-Penfionary havipg confulted thofe 
whx> had been fora^rly employed in the 
uegociatk^s of peace> aad enjoined them 
the tttmdft fpcrecy, toftV(»dthe jealoofy 
qf the foreign miniilers there^ d^fired the* 
^mbailador to return herMaj^'thanks,^ 
for the obliging manner of communis' 
eating the French overtures, for the con-r- 
^ence ihe placed in the States, and for 
her procmfe of naaking no ftepi towards a 
p^ce, but In. concert with thdm, aAhrii^ 
h^ of the like on their part: that,al*t 
^ough t|ie States endeavoured to hide it 
f^om the enetny» they were as weary of 
4ie war as v^e, and very b^a^tily ^^^ous 
9f a good and lafting peacei as well a^ 
?cady to join in any piethod, by which 
j^er Majefty (hould think proper^ to ob-^i 
t;^in it ; that th^ States looked upon tli[e{9 
propoGtio^is as very dark and general ;4[fid 
i;hey obierved hqw the enemy wqu14 
f^Fe^e jf^alouii^s . hctweeo t}ie Qgeeh^ 

thCff 
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dieif repnblick> and the odier liHies ; but 
they were iaiisfied it wcmM have no tf^ 
&&, tnd relied entkely ott the juftnefs 
and prudence of ber Majefty, who th^ 
doubted not, would tA^kt the French ^v 
plain thefflfelv^s fttore.partkularly in the 
ftveral pokits^ of their propofalsi and fond' 
a plan' c^ the particulaf coijdieions where*"^ 
Upon they, would make a peace: after 
whtohi the StMe^ Would be r4ady, (either 
to Join with •- her Majefty, or to make 
their obje^ofisy ^nd w^re prifparf d tOr 
b«ing ynih them all the €m\ity in^gifiarr 
Ue> towards promoting fa good a work. 

This is the fum of the verbal anfwsfc 
ihade by the Penfionaiy, upon communi*^ 
^ting to him the French ptopbhU % and 
Ihave chofcn to fet it dovra, rather than 
tt^anfcfibe the other given to theambafla- 
dor fome days after, which was naore irt 
fbrih; and to the fame purpofe, but 
fliorter, and in my opinion not fo well dif^ 
covering the true difpbfitlon of Utit Dutch 
wmiftcfs. 

For 
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' For lafter tbe Queen, had^ tranfinhtod 
ibc Ffrneb.avittnra to.Uvllttnd^ and the 
States fbtmd her M^fty was foent in ear^ 
fi^ft upon the thdugfats of a peace, they 
began tockftabouthow to get'thc nego^ 
0Mon into tbdr own handf;: They knew 
that whatever power tecei?6d the* firfli 
pn^)o&Is^ vrauM be wile enooghto fUpu« 
late fomething for them&l^ca^ asrtfaey hckl 
done in their owdi cafe, haAx at the S^igai 
Btid^Gertruydenierg^ wher^thc^ carved at 
ihcf pkafed, teidiout any regard to ^o. 
ioterefts c^ their ncarcft allies* For thn 
£ea£>n» \diile theyendeavoqredtaami^ 
li»BritiJh court with expoi^ulations upon 
the &veral prelioiinaries fent item, France^ 
Moniieur Pi: TECUM, a forward meddling 
agent of Holftetn^ who had refided ibmo 
years in Holland^ negociated with Hien>« 
siu€,dbe Grand penfionary, as well as with 
Vanderdussen and Bays, about rellor-« 
ing the coniereaces between France an4 
that reptlblkk, broke pff in Gcrtruyden^ 
berg. Purfuant to which, about the en4 
Z of 
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of May 9 N. S. One thoufand Icven 
hundred tind eleven, Petecum wrote td 
the Marquis !>e Torcv, with the privity 
ef the Pcniioniry, and probably of the 
other' two. The fubftancc of his letteir 
was to inform the Marquis, that things 
mi^ cafiiy be dlfpofed, fo as to fettle d 
corrifpondenee between that crown and 
^e republicfc, ^iri oWcr to renew the 
treaty of peace. That this could be 
done with the greater fccrecy, becaufe 
Monficur HiENsms, by virtue of his oath 
as Pdniionary, might keep any affair priw 
vateas long as h^ thought necedary, and 
wts not obliged to communicate it, until 
he believed things were ripe ; and as long 
as he concealed it from his maftcrs, he 
W^s not bound to difcover it, cither to the 
minifteta of the Emperor, or thofc of her 
Britijh Majefly. That fince England 
thought it proper for King Charles to' 
(TontiHUe the whole campaign in Catab^ 
?mVi, (though he (hould be chofen lEm^ 
peror) in or4er to fupport the war in * 
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Spawy it.wasHecefiary for F»frc^ CD treae 
in the moft fecret^maoneiwith die States^ 
IRrha were not now & Tidently, as forw 
mierly> agai^^ baviog Philip on the Spa^ 
nijh throne, upoiir certain conditions^ ihr 
iccuring their trade^/ but- were jealous4)i^ 
£njf/mif s defign t^ ibnify ibme. tradti^ 
towns in Spain for them&lvesw Thab 
Hi^NSius^ extremely d^r^d So^get out 
of the. war for iomt reaibnsi which he^ 
(Pet;bcum) was not pernaitted tp teUi 
afiui that VANDEBDuasEN 1 and BuYia^ 
were .impa^^nt to ha?e the negodations 
with France oi^e more ^t on loot^i 
which, i£ Monfiettr Torcy tliought ^fc 
to confentjto, Petecum engaged tha,t the 
States wQuld deteroikie to iettle the pte-». 
liminaries, in the naidway between Paris\ 
and. the Htfgir^y with. whatever nunii^ers. 
the moft Chriftian. King fhould pleafe ta* 
employ.. Rut Monfieur Torcy^ rclUfo4.- 
thi$ omture, and in his.anfwer to Moa<<- 
fievu:P£;Tj&c;iJM, affigncd for ^ f*afon. 
the treatm,ent. his mailer's former prppor ^ 
/ , . fals 
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tr^^fimbergy frem tiie minifters ^ H&i^ 
ImuL Britain islsiABailmdi^^ 
,\«dlagnee4 thtt.diofr pMpei^ib wei&tui 
looTe ud isnperfedlt tothe arifoimdittiQn fcm 
QOteriDg vpon ^ genool. teeaty ^ acid 
Moofioatf GoALTiEjt ;if at'dofired .to -%'^. 
miy to tlus l^#rt(3l!;coixiXt: that kwa^xxt^: 
peSed thfly ihoiild e|^phlm^ thcn^ws 
iiMreparticiilarlyoatJieureverat «^ ^ 
But in the mtafi time the (^eoi vrasr 
^nmly refofa^dv that the mtcreih of ber 
onm kis^oms ihoskl not be ^egle&ed ^r 
tbis.|un^iiej at di6y b^ forniedy tvmtf 
been, while the Dutib were prmdiudr'. 
maciagers. of a negoci^don with Frame, 
Her Majefty had given frequent and early 
notice, to the StateSy of the^ gmcnd dtl|M>^. 
fitton of her people towards a peao8>.of' 
her own; inability to continue the' war 
v^n the oM foot, under liie difadvantage^ 
of unequal quoms, and dae unii^rfal 
badcwardnefs of her allies. She liad 
likewife iilformed ^lem of fereral ad** 

vances 
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vimoes made to hec on di4 fide i^ France^ 
v^uoh &e M;«fti«f«d ta hearken to» till 
0ie had^oooTulted with diofe» her good 
ftioidfi and CMnfedenitoib laitd Jbcard theb 
opimoa^on ^t iu^ed):: bat the Dutck^ 
^^ apprehended nothing more <han to 
&c Britain atithe head of a trea^> wcm 
hackward and fuUen> difliked all proper 
fala I7 the Queen's mtanwition, and iaid 
it wa$ i piece of artifice of f^rancf to di«? 
vide the allies; befide&t they iknew the 
miaiftty was young, and iKe oppofice fiarc*^ 
tion » had gi«eii them afiuranccs, thati ikc^ 
poople of Ef^land would never endnre % 
peace without Spain^ nor the men in 
power dane (q attempt tt» after the n£^ 
IntiQos of one hoafe of pafUanient to the 
contrary. Biit> in thomidft of this unwil^ 
liagnefa to receive any. overturea from 
Frame hy the Queen's hands, &e Jbutik^ 
mkoiftera were actually engaged in a cor« 
refpondence widvthat court, where they 
VUr^ed our inability to begin a treaty^* by 
reaftm of thoie fadlbns which themfehres^ 

had 
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had inflamed^ and were ready to corn's 
tnence a negociation upon much eafief 
terms than what* they fuppofed we de^ 
manded* For not to motion the Dukt 
of Lorrain's interpoficion m behalf of 
HfiUandy which Frana aUblotdy refufed 
to dccept ; the letters fent from thd 
Dtifcb to that coart» were fbewn fome 
months after to a Britifh minifter there, 
which gave t&uch weight to Moaileur db 
ToRCv's infinuations ^ that he icnev^ 
where to meet with more, compliance^ if 
the neceflity of aflairs ihould force lum 
to it, by our rcfufal ; and the violence of 
the States againft our entertaining of that 
Gorrefpondence, wa3 only becaufe they 
knew theirs would never be accepted, at 
leaft till ours were thrown off* 

The Queen, fenfible of all thifij re-* 
fblved to provide for her own kingdoms ^ 
and having therefore prepared fach de-^ 
mands for her principal allien, as might . 
be a ground for proe^eeding to a general 
treaty, without pretending to adjuft their . 

fever^ 
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laeeralkitieMAs. She refoWed to flipijlate 
in a particular manner the advantage of 
Brtt'dtti dw ftllowitig (^i-elmuhdry de- 
mtiids were aicQfi^inglydrawti «ipi Ih ef- 
dcr i» te tninfmineil to Frantei ' ' 
; '* Gteat Btiiam untt not :(^tcr !qt6 any 
H-jusgooi^tidn of ipdaee,' oth^rwift thail 
'* updd ibeft otddhicKis; obt^ed Before- 
"htttdi 

i', That tke qnibn ^ of ^ two crowtiS 
If- of ^a^/Mof (and <%i»n? &ail be prevented : 
** Aasi tiittsfafdon diaii te gl««ti m all th'd 
(f lilliftSi aiid^ade fettltdd and ib^istained." 
/ «* ^ R-ance b* di%&fed to treat upoii 
H^'difevieW, Jth not tti be doijbted, tha^ 
** the fidUoWing proportions Will be ifbund 
»* FOtibnable. 

. ?^ A Bai=Her fliall be formed in the 
**■ Lev^ Coiuttnis for the States^general i 
" and their trade fliall bfe fecured. 
- ** A Bariier IHcewile fliirii be formed 
<fifor &e £m[nre» .■ 

"fhe prptenfions of all the allies, 

*• founded upon former treaties, ihall 

H "be 
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"" be regjola^d.and dcterniiied.ttp thmr 

, ^' ^n order to ip^e a more equM !ba- 

V lianc^ 9f .pPWierijI if^^ fhe domii»cms 
f< aDdter4toi:)q^.Vf|^ici;ir)^ 

V ibfi pceient: war, b^qg^d to the Puke 
5Vpf iS^iW)!^ and»^ 

. M of Fr^ce^ (Ml be.r^fl^qred tahis royal 

V Jbigh^uei^it^pdJ^h other places in Mafy 
'^{bfiU bo^yield|e4 to h^, as wiU; be found 

f Deoe^^ry rand agr^eabie^ theipn£bof 

c^V^mei: ^rentie) madec vvdththis priace. 
\,^* As^l3p<?r4»^i5k/)ftff^Jiip(ut^ 
<' fucceiiion to the crown of the kingdoms^ 

>^VacGordt9g ^ th^ P^c^t eftabUfhment. 

/* fliallbfe acknowledged. 

. *' A ne^ itreaty oi^ conamerce between 
" Gr^oif fyytah andFwiz^^.fhall be jnade^ 
^' after the moftjuft and reafon^ejnan-- 

^, ''Dunkirk fhallbe dfmolifticd -^*©/i- 
/* r^/f^r and Port-Mahori ihaU ,J:?main in 
" the hands qf the prejfent pQfleffors. 
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' *' Tht EngHJK (hall have the AfBcnto 

" in the fame manner the French now 

** cil^oy it; and fucH places in the Spamjb 

^Weplndies ftall be iffigned to thofo 

^*; concerned m this tfaffick, for the re- 

«^freflimdnt and fale of their ncgrdes, as 

'^*' &alll>^ 'fori hd nec^ty tnA tonVehttnt. 

^ All adVkhtagef, rights, and privi- 

^ leges already grant^t and which may 

•"•* hereafter be granted by Spain to the 

♦* ftibjeds of Ptanct^ tit to any other 

** nation whatfbever, ' fliall be equally 

^^* granted to the fuljedls of Great Bn\ 

•* And for better fccuring the Britijb 

" trade in the SpaniJhWeft^IndieSy certain 

-" jrtaccs to be hamed in the treaty of 

^* peace, fcall be put into poflcifion of the 

'' Engfi/h. 

" Newfoundland^ with the Bay and 
" S freights of Hudfony fhall be entirely 
^ reftored to the Ehglijh -, and Great Bri-^ 
" tain and -Fri^^f^ fhall feverally keep 
I* and po^fs dl thofe countries.and terri-* 
H 2 ** torics 
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* tbrics in North A^inica, which each ' of 
•^^thc feid tfations ihallte in poi&ffion of 
** at the time "when the ratifitatipn 'of 
^f this treaty fhall te puhlifhed iti tlfbflt 
•• parts of the worlA ' 

• *' Thefe^ demiands; anct'^l otheF pro- 
a.Jf-T-^^/ ^ ce^i^g? 'hetw)cctf OwotJ^itat^ feaff 

•* ' be kept irtvialaWy ftaretj uMil th^ are 
^ publiflicd by' the muHidl confent of botK 
^ « parties/' . " - ^ • .^ . 
. The Ifltfl article was not only intended 
for avoiding, *if poflSfcle, the jealotify o£ 
the Dutehi but to prcvien* Ae clamoiH^of 
die. abettors here at home^ who, fender 
<he pretended, i5ed£8 of our 'doing injuftlcc 
tb the Dutch, by a<Sing without the privity 
of that rcpttblick, in ordftr to make a fc- 
parate peace, would be ready to drive on^ 
the worit defigns againft the Queen aVid 
xhimiliy, in 6irder to .ceeover the pQ#eir 
they hod loft. . .4 \ • 

' Itijune^ One .thoufandiievea hundred 
md eleveu, Mr. P-rior, a vpcrfoa of gi«at 
diiHn^tioa, not only oik account pt-lkW 
i.: * .4^ wit> 
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'vsiij hut for bis abilities k the maorags^ 
aaent of afiairS) land who kad been for* 
aieriy employed .at the French court, was 
^fpMched thi^4r l>y facr Majefty i^ith die 
foregoing demands. Thi&geirtlcinaii wis 
received at /^Aytf/AJw.wkh'^reat! civility^ 
.The Kmgi d^tlfured,^ that np pnocebding, 
in<>rd«rtQ'a:^&ii^f treiJiy^Twuld be fo 
*^r«eabk fo himj«) by tbe: intetvemioti 
X3tf Mnghndi mA that^his Maje%« being 
defiio2fB to odfiLtribute witk . all this powdr 
iowards the rcpofe cf JSwnfjh?, .did anfw^ 
Id ^ demaxYds whidi had been made^ ' 
^ That he wpidd <WBfem fredy anfl 
-'^ iincereiy tovall juvft aiid reafoaable me^ 
^^ thckby for ^ hihdttciiig tht <To\imis df 
^Wranoe ^3sA Sp4dn from being evdr 
^' Uiik^ed undi» 4he j^e prince ; his 
!f^ Mis^y being perfuadcd, that fuch ah 
^* exBcSfs, of |«wef ^-oold be as contraxjr 
*^ ta the general good and icpofe of £rf- 
^' rt^fe^i- asit wsabppolte to ithe will of 
*^ the late Cadiolick King Charges thb 
**jfccondv He faid his ^ intention was, 
n 3 ^^ that 
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^ that all partfe^inthcprHentwarifhould 
" find thdr reifoiiaHe- fttiiaSion in Hie 
•* intended treaty of ^ace ^ ar*i that trade 
** (houH bc'-fetdcki ^tod; ihaiftttiined for 
^« the fiitime, to^the ttdvantrge of diofc 
^* ri^ions which >fbrmBrly pftffclfed it-^ 

<^ That afr th^ Kitfg Will exaaiy ob- 
" fcrve thetofiiditidnsbf p64€«; KH^heniefver 
^' it (hall be concludMi i «ind as the ob- 
^' jeft he fipipofeih to Jiimfelf, i$ to fecutb 
'^ die frondeits of li}& own kingdom, with- 
out ^ving any Ibrt of difturfaance to his 
nd^bottfs^, he pirooMfeih to agree^ that 
^^ by thbfutinre treaty of peace, ihclkifcb 
f' (hall be put ulto pofibflioii of all^for- >^-^i 
''^ til^d places as ihall be %ecified in the 
vfaid treaQr toferve for H barrier to that 
'' repubUck, againft aH utterapts on the 
*' fide of France^ He enga^s Hkewi& 
^f to give ftll neceflary tixorliiest for. re- 
*^ moving the jealoufies raifed ammg. the 
^^^ Gemum princes -■ of ' his ' Majefty's dc- 
.^'iigni.-- - .-.: ... :\ .y :. i- ' -i: - ■ 

:^ - ' ^*That 
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, " Tl>at whten,the con£cf?nccs,aa order 

ta a general treatjr, {ha^Lbe.fbrpied, alt 

the pretsnibnS; 9f vt^.i^MG^ princes 

!^^iaDdvi);a£e& ^g9^d^iiVfthe'pre£ent war, 

>^^ ihaQ be . &iriy andr {amicably diicuflbd; 

^^ nor flialLiany thing heiorilitted> w^ich 

^s may regulate asMJr^deternaincr them to 

^^ the:.&tisfa<Stk^of all p^Fties^- ^^ 

. I .*^ . Thati pur(u«i«;: to the demands 

'^ xmde by JS^<i94 his Majefty premifes 

*<»to reftore to the Doke <^ Savoy thefe 

^^ dcmefncs and .territories, . which be- 

♦^ longed to that f^ince at the bc^iining 

>* of this war, and which hisMajefty is 

>^ n6w in pofTeflion of ; and the King 

■f^ cohfents fofthir, that £ich other places 

1^* in Italy ihali be yielded to the Duke 

:^ of Savoy, as fliall be found neceflary, 

-« accordittg to the fenfc of thofe treaties 

•* made bctiteccn the (kid Duke and his 

•'^•aljksi'* : \.'-i\-:- -:'!. '■.■\ ^r --r- ••".- >"• 

" Tlttt the King^s jfenliments. of >the 

" prefent government of Great Britain^ 

f* the open declaration he had made in 
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^ f' HdlmJ of his rcfoltttion to: tit^Vof 
'* peace, by ipplicatbns tD thtBngHjb'i 
*' the affiiranccs hi had grreh of cngjt^g 
f * the King of ^tf/» t<y leave GiBf attar iH 
^£^y ♦'-ow- haiicte' (all which are ctmv^nn]^ 
^* proofs oi bis pci'fedb efteem for a naV 
*' tion ftill in war wiA lunf) j Icare nfcf 
^*room to doubt 6f his MiljcJfty § mdiif 
^* natiort to give Engiand fA\ fecoriClls^ and 
<^ advantages fftr th^ir' tride^'whieh t^y 
^' can reafqnably demand. But as h» 
** Majefty pannot perfuadc himfolf, thait 
^* a government, fo ckar«-%hted' as oursy 
^\ will infift upon conditions .whicb.iii9& 
?V abfolutely dcftroy the trade, of Eram^ 
f^ and Spai^y as well a$ that bf 4U pthqji 
^^ nations of ^urope^ he^ Uiinksrthe de- 
^* m^nds made by 'Gf^eat Britain majf^re^ . 
f*^ quire a. more particular dlfCuffipn. . . 
V That, Jupaa this foundatiori, the King 
M thought the heft way of ^dvajiciiig Jtp4 
f * peffe<aing a ^egodatioi^, the bc^rniipg. 
^' of whif h he had feen with fo -muGhL 
f\ iat^fa^ion^ wou}4 be to fend into E^^^ 
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'^ t^ fi- petCati..inQxo&cdAti fais..int(ai. 
," tJDfl, ,afid authorkrcd .by hitn to a^e 
" upon ftcurities for ^liogthe tra^oC 
" the ibbj«^s oiE^a/^i an4 thofe par- 
*' ticttlar advafitagC3 t^ ba ftipu]jMto4 iiv 
*' their. £sLroar, without deftroying the. 
"trac^of the.JFtemM aad.Sfdniaris, or 
<* of oUiei aatiDhs ia Cbtifiendom, 

«' That therefone his Maje% . hsid. 
*54h«ifg9A the perioD. fholibi. for. .thi&. 
*'.i!omnaiffioin« to uifver the, other.. ar- 
*r tieles cf the mcBiddal ^ven him ty. 
*¥ Mr».9»1Qflt the fecret of which ihould: 
" tw«M6Uy ohfcnwdt" 
. tMBnf. fit ToRCT^had^.fbc ioUkt. years.- 
paft, ufed all his endeavoars to inclihe his; 
inadfer iowardb a peace, purfuant . to the ' 
dMudm of his xxpidt ColbexT, " That a, 
" Xotyg ^ "WA ndc for &e intereft of: 
" Fir^nci" it Wis for this ttafbn thei 
Kkig made' dMice of hifti in thi codr' 
fereitces at the Ma^ttt% -the bad ivi«a!^^ 
wheneDf, atthbugh-it filled hioif with tt^V 
^ntments againft xHahDuUbt did tiot/dnec, 

^'his 
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hJR opinion « bi!W>C:W*?s W^#r<?PP9Ce^ 
by a party both,, i^i/^hc <»nrt^ .Wi?gr: 
dooa> who pp?teaidedv«o ^ lie vroulcl 
f^citifice tho g^iy :Q|r thp prince aiul; 
country by topJiu-gc ^©Rfci^onsi or pa:f. 
1^^ woul4i K»tfrcrj»r^. that the firft pfn 
fisrs ftwuld ^jj^iw Jbee^, ftij|^.jn?4c> tp , tb? 
Z>A(/ci^> as a, people, mo(rf:liJcely to be lejV 
fo]kitau8 about the.sniereft of BritMff^ 
than her Msge% would. certainly be for 
dieirs: and ^e parti^ar (^%n of Mr> 
Friok was ,^9 &Qd, out, whether diat 
Doinifter had, cr<;(Kt enough with his 
Prince, and a fuppprt feon^, x)thej-s. ia* 
powqr, iuffid|8i^ 49 ovqr-rule the faiStipq^ 
againftpea«e. ,. .; 

Mr. Prio^'is J9lU3iey (:oiild not be kept 
ar &cr«t, us ^ court here at firft feeo^ed 
to Intend iti He was di^yered at his- 
return by aaic^^r of. the port at Dovfn' 
where he landed, aftqr fix weeks aJ^&Bcp.} 
upon whu^, .t^ .Putcb pazette$ and JS^y^ 
iSr/^.News-p^per$ w^e fpU of (pc^iiU-r 

v,M.. At ' 



Digitized 



by Google 



LASf YEARS ofrkt QUEEN. 107 

■ 'At thcfamt time withKfr; Prior there 
^mVtfd 'ft6m Ffatic^ Monl*. Mis^skager, 
^tiight oF tfitf bi-der -of St MidHAfei; 
dnd oiie of tHfe^'cc^lidTc^ Twde to tlte 
ftioft Chriftian King, flis cdmnilflidft^ 
was, in genei^if, impdweri'ng hrm to xttzk 
wth f§ie mirilftcf oFiany'^fi^^ tngaged 
in the w^ar dgairift his' thdfter. In hli 
fifft conferences with tfie Qtieen*s miniC- 
t^s, he pretende;d' brdefs tt>' inflft, that 
hcff Majeftyfliould enter itp6n particuliar 
chgagiements in fcvcral irticres, which' 
did not depend upon Jier, biit concerned 
only the' intereft of tlie allies reciprdi^aliy 
with th64 of the moft€ftrifHan Kvtt%i 
whereas the negociation had b^n lipoif * 
tihtfS principle, ihzt Frame fl>ould bonfcnt 
to acijaffi the inferefts oF Gfeat Britiim 
in the firft place, whereby her Mtijefty^ 
would be afterwards ert^led^ : by htt^ 
good offices on all fides, td fkdtifite ditf 
gtolcral peace. The Queen rifolved rig-i^ 
ver to depart 4oiri this prirtdpldj buii'^ 
was abfolutely determined to remit -i^ 

parti* 
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particular interefts of' dte altie^ to gei%<^ 
ral confcrcnc^By trtierc flie would do, thr 
utttoft in her po¥«rcr to ^rocura the ^e^ 
Ijofc iof Eurt^pe^ and the -Ifeitisfa^aion of 
all parties. It was. pUiny Frame conH 
run nohftz^rdiby this proceeding, bccaufe 
the prelimfnluy anidles woaid hbve tvo 
force beftwre a general peace wa& fighed 1 
^imfott it-wfts ftot doubted b©t Mobil 
Me^nager would hav^e' onters to \me 
this new prclenfion, end goxin in treating 
^ppn .'that fool \ifhich Mf» at firft pro-4 
ppfed. Ja.ihprt> the minift^i; rtqwired a 
pofitive and ^edy anfjver to idsie aitidee 
in (jueftioD^ iiiioe thi^ con^ainpd >Q9ly Aieh 
advantages and feca^ritles as b^f M^cftjr 
^o^ght (he had a right to peqtiir^ frdnft 
Any prince what£»eyer» to whom the iio# 
mmionii of Sp^in iho«14 hafipeti to fall. . 
^ The particulao dmiands x>£ Brimnr 
Wf^e formed iiMlo «ighit artidies^ id which 
Monf. M*sNA«»R> h^*^i%traiifoitted/to/^ 
his court atvd rqci^ired j!ww:power& from 
l^hcD^e, had ottkRT; JtQ pv9 his -maftfiiV 

con^ 
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(Boofeftt, by way of aftfwcreto the fcveral 
points, to be caMigatofTf only after a gc- 
neral peace. Thefe^ tfemamls, together 
with the aniwers t)S' Jthc^ Frencb King, 
were drawn up and 4ign^ by MonH 
Mesnage^h, Mid Jitr MajeffyVtwo prm- 
opal SecretsariM/of ftate ; M^ierebf I ihall 
herepreftntanejltrafttO'ifc^riwKicr. ^ 

In the ptcamble the ittx)ft Chriftian 
Kiftgfets fortii', " That bcittg partictilariy 
•^^ mformed by the iaft memorial which 
" the Briti/b roinifters delivered' tb MohC 
*^ Mesnag£», of the difpofitions of thii 
** cpown to facilitate a general peace, tc 
^ the fatisfaftion of the ftvcral parties 
"concerned; and his Majefty finding, irr 
•♦ effedi, a$ the faid* memorial* declares, 
*'• that he runs no hazard by engaging 
^ himfelf w the manner' there expfeffed,; 
*^ fince the preliminary articled will be of 
^♦•no'foroB, uAtil thfefigningof the gcfne- 
^ ral peace; and being fincerely defiroiis^ 
** to advance; to the utmoft df hitf power, 
•* the .repofe of Europe^ e^ecially by a 
:• • * . " way 
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^< way fo agreoabkaft lixolnpsspofitioh of 
<*. a'Pruicc&^ wbomibmaQy ties. o£ blood 
^.' ought ta;t2iiile toihrnii and wbofe fetl' 
^' jdmepuJortheipQbHckvtxraiquUitycan- 
^^ not 4>ftdodiite4 {' ^ Maje^^ mtfyed % 
f ^ thefe confiderfl^^x^i ^t^ orikredMorif. 
^^ MfiSNiA^Elt^ Kni^» (x^c^ to give ;the 
^^ kiiowm^*^BM[vterSy in «riit^fy tothe 
^ tfticlts cootained in the memorial tranf- 
" mitted to him, intituled, Prdimnary 
^^ Denim^ fi^ - Great . Britain in ' parti^ 
^^ ttdarr 

The *ticlc8 \f«te thcfe that folJbt^r. 
^' Firft^ The fuccdSon tothcGfdwn 
" to be acknowledged, ^ijorcfing to the 
" preftnt eftabliftimcnt. ^ 

.^* Secondly,, A ncur treaty of com- 
•V mcrce between Gr^/?^ Britain and 
" France to be made, after the mspftjufi 
*V and reafonable manner*. * 

. " Thirdly, Dunkirk to be jdemoHfhfed-. 

*^ Fourthly, Gihraltar and Wort-Malmi 
«f to coftdnoe in. the hands of thbfe who 
f* now poiTefs thcmi , . . r ^/'\ 

** Fifths 
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' «A Fifthi^, The Aflkiito >(ier liberty of 
i.!^ Ming negroes tt> tiseviS^m>2» Wcft'i 
ff Jn^i«s>'tdihe graiitcd to tfae E»gijb, ia 
!* as full a foonaer as<the i^v»<:i) poiTcfs it 
■^! at prftfenCi %tA Aach f>la(»& ia the faid 
« ^1^ JMfV^f tt)tlie.al%iicd.i»i the peifons 
•t^frconcermed ki .da|sintibde^:ii(Mr the re- 
<<fi«fliinMt«|id<faleiof>id3eic,iiegcoes; as 
^^iball be found. oece^Eujivjand' coove- 
<< nientv-' . .o-ui t. •■•.■• 

- ** Siicthty,.:>S9i8Btey3ei» adi;*antage8i |«ivi- 
** leges, and rights are already* oc.may 
"JiCF^or, he» granted, by ;S/«r» to the 
*,' fut>JQ(3» of Frame, or an^ other nation, 
*♦ ihall ;b« cqiM^llygraniUedtotheiUbjcfts 
'* of Great Britaip. . . . : . ^ 
c : ^' Seventhly, For bettec preteftiiig their 
"trade in the Spanijh Weft: Indies, the 
^hBngU/h {hall be. put into pofTeffion of 
" fuch places as (hail be -named ini the 

- " Or,, Sis an e^iuvalefit |br> this article, 
^« tlijit.^ Affiento be granted to fi«Vtf/« 
". for the term of thirty years. That the 
. 1 a . ^' ifle 



Digitized 



by Google 



U2 /:HIST0H?Y or the EDUR 

^< Tbat the ^vnaacages ^nd^i^emptbd 
^hom dulieiy f>idaiiied bf Monfieuf 
^^ MeskAoer^ whk^ he i^^iriiis will 
A^amoyiit'ta Mmfi /^r ^urA upon all 
*\ goods ^ th6 growth and manfU&i9»ire 
**of Gtm/ Bt^itaMy be effeauallj^ at 
*Mowed, , 

'' That whereas, oa the fide of 4;be 
*^' river of Phiey &ie Englijh .are jh>t in 
** poffeflion of any colony, & certain ex« 
•' tent of territory be allowed them oa 
^* the faid river, for rcfrefliing and keep* 
•* ing their Negroes, till they are fold to 
" the Spaniards j fubj«9:, neverthelefs, to 
*^ the inipe£bicMi of an officer appointed 
^^hy, Spain. 

" Eigh^ly, Newfoundland and the Bay 
>*. and Streights ^ i3«<^«, (ball bfe in- 
" tirely reftored to the £^^j a'nd 
♦* Gr^rff Britain a&cl iBrmce flijtll refpec- 
** tively keep whsMlcver dominions kiiVfer/i& 
^^ Auuricd each of <^tn (ball b« in pof^ 

•^ifcffion 
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*^ fc^on of j wh^n the ratification of this 
^' treaty (hall be pubUflicd in thofe parts 
" of the world;" 

The fix fifil artii^es ^ere allowed 
wtehoM any difficdty^ except that about 
iDunHriyyfh^cM^/mee Was to have an 
^niVal^ti to be iettled in a general 
treaty, , 

Difficulty ariiing upon the fevcnth ar-' 
tick, the propofcd equivalent was al** 
lowed ifrftead thereof. 

• The kft article \^as referred to thei 
general treaty of peace, only the French 
infifted to have the power of fifliing foi? 
cod, and drying them on the ifland df 
Nevifoundlafid. 

Thefe articles were to be looked uporl 
as condition8j which the mofl: Chriffian 
Kirtg fconfented to allow ; and whenever 
a general peace fliould be figned, the/' 
were to be digeftcd into the ufual fornl' 
of a treaty, to the fatiafaaion of both 
crowns. 

I tirt 
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The Queen having thus pfovided for 
the fecufity land advantage of her king- 
doms^ whenever a peace ikould be n^de, 
and upon t^rma no w^y if^terfering with 
^ ifft^ire^ of her alficsj th« next thing 
in. ocder> was. to procure frofn, France fuch 
prelinouinary .^rtkleS) ^s ixiight be a grojwd 
upon which to commence a genjctal 
tceaQr. Theije w/ei:e:adju0;e4, aijul jQ^ed 
thi& ian»e day with the fipnner^ amd 
having been delivered to the ievo-al mi* 
nift^rj^ reading here, from the powers in 
^liance \^ith J^ngland^ were qui<;kly. made 
pu^lick* B^,t the varipus conftrudipna 
and ceuAires which pafled upon tham,. 
have made it necefTary to give the re^er 
the following tranfcript : 

** The King being willing to contri- 
•* bute aU that is ia his power, to the 
** re-eftablifhing of the general peace, hi$ 
•* Majefty declares, 

I. That he wilt Acknowledge tb« 
Queen of Great Britain in that qualky, 

' ' - '' ■ ^ as 
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a&al£> the fticcaeffioiYof that prown^ ac«- 
cording to the pre&nt fettlement. 

n. That be will freely, and hndfide^ 
confent to the taking a)t jtiil and rta'- 
•* fofiablc meafufe^, for hindering that the 
**' crowns of frame and Spain may evef 
^* be united on the head of the fame 
^* prince ; his Majcfly being perfuaded, 
** tfeat this exccft of power would be coili* 
** trary to the good and quiet of Europe. 

" III. The King'd intention i«, that all 
** the parties engaged in the prcfcnt war^ 
•^ without excepdng any of them, may 
^ find their reafofiable fathf^i£tion in the 

treaty of peace, which fhall be made ; 

That commeree may be re-eftablifhed 
'* and maintained for the future, to the 
** advantage of Great Britaitiy of Holland^ 
!* aiid of the other nations, who have ' 
^* been ^cuftomfed to exercife conunerco<» 

^^ IV. As the King will likewife m^in^ 

** tain exadiy the obfervation of the 

^^peace^ when it fhall be concluded^ 

** aad the ob^, the Kin^ propofes to 

I 2 " him- 
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^ bimfelf, being^ to fcGuce tlie frontici^ o^ 
^^ his kingdom, whiioutdifkKrbing in any 
^' nianner whatever the neighbouring 
'^ ftatcs, he proxnifes to agree, by the 
^^ treaty which fhall 4be made, that the 
" DuicA fhall be pat in poffcfllon of the 
'' fortiEed places, whick)iball be men- 
." tionfed, in the Netherlartdtj to fervc here* 
** after for a b^riec; which may ieoure 
"the quiet of the rcpublick of Holland 
*^ againft any enteiprkse from the part of 
*f France^ 

■':' ^^ V. The King confents likewife, that 
^* a fecure and Convenient barrier ihould 
f^ be formed for the Empire,^ and for 
** the houfe of Austria. 

■ " VI. Notwithftandiiig Dunkirk coft 
" the King very great fums, as well to 
*^ purchafe it^ as to fortify if y and that it 
*^ ia further neccffary to. be at very confix 
*^ derable expence for razing the works, 
1* his Majefty is willing hovi^ever to en- 
" gage to cafufc them to be demoliihedi 
*^ immediately iSt^t die tonchifion of the 
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^^ peace, on con(^on, that, for the ford- 
-^^ ficationsi of that *plaee, a proper cqui- 
^« Talent, that may content him, be given 
^him: And, as England cannot furnifh 
^* that equivalent, the <fifcirflion of it (hall 
^•^'bc rrferred to the oonferences to be held 
^^ for the n^odation of the peace. 

' ^^ VIL Wh6n the conferences for the 
^unegociatioD of die peace fhall be 
:^^ fermed, all the pretenfidm of the 
:f^ princes and dates, engaged in the pre^ 
*^ fent war, fhall be therein dtfoufled 
^^^hm&fidey and amicably: And nothing 
«^:fliall be omhted to regulate and termi- 
♦^ nate themv to the fatisft^on pf all the 
^' parties, 

! Mesnaqer/' 

Thefe overtures arc founded upon the 
eighth article of the grand alliance, made 
in One thoufand fcven hundred and one j 
wherein are Contained ' the conditions, ' 
withdut which a peace is not to be made | 
a;|d whoever compares* bcftb,^Owrill find 
1 3 *c 
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the preliminaries to reach every point 
propofed in that articie> u^idh thofe who^ 
cenfured them at honie, ,t£ ihey fpolw 
their thought, did xjot vnderftand; for 
nothing can be plainer,, than wh^ th^ 
publtck hath oftea beec^ tp)da ^at the 
recovery of Spain -from the hoi^<$ of 
Bourbon was a thing: never icnagined, 
when the war began, b«« a jiuft and rea«* 
fonabie fati&£a(^ion to theEniperpr. Mmh 
lefs ought fuch a coaditiwi t^ki» hie^d ne^ 
cd&cy at pre&Dt, not oq% beca.ufe it is 
allowed on all hand^ tpbfifiRiprai^Hgable^ 
butlikewife be^ufc, by the chajnges.in 
the Austrian and Bos^b^p^ facnilie^,; it 
would not be fafe; neither did thpfe^ 
who were, joudcfl in blaming the French 
preliminaries, know any thing of the ad- 
vantages privately ftipulated for Britainy 
whofe intereili they aflured us, were all 
jnade a facrifipe to the corruftfion pr folly 
pf the managers ; and therefpre, becaijfe 
the oppofers of peace have been better 
iufprmed by what they have fince hetrd^ 

and 
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^nd feen^ they hare changed their bat- 
Ut^^ »Wl ^accttfed the mifiiiWrs for be* 

tricing the D«r^^« 

The liOrd Ra»y» herMaj^y's ambaf- 
fkdofr at the Hague^ having made a fhort 
journey to EngibnJy where he was created 
Eatl of Str AfPORtt, went back to fli?/- 
lahd about the beginning x>{OBhber^ One 
thousand feven hmidred and eleven> with 
the above prelinunaties, in order to com- 
municate them to the Penlionary, and 
dther minifters 6f the States. The Earl 
was inftru(5ted to let them know, " That 
** the Queen had, according to thfeirde- 
*• fire, returned un anfwfer to the fijft 
'* propoikions flgtted by Monf. Torcy, 

! Signifying, that the French offers were 
tiionght, both by her Msgefty and the 
*^ Statesr, neithef fo particular nor fo full 
^* as they ought to be ; and infifting to 

'Kate a diftina project formed, of fuch 
tl peace as the moft Chriftian Kmg 
** Wduld be willibg to conclude: that 
^^ this affair haviiig been for fdme time 

1. I4 . ^*tranf- 
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^* tranfa^ed by papers, aci4 thereby fufer 
f'jcd: ta 4cl?ysa . Monf. M«js«iAe»R ww. 
^^ at length feot over hjf FraHce^^nd ha4 
.f * figncd thofe preliminaries qpw commu^ 
f^ nicated to th^m: t^t the jfeveral ar^Y^ 
^* ticles di4 not,, indeed, cpntay^fuch par- 
<* ticular conceffipns ^:^rance oi^ft »pd 
^* will miake in the CQurfi^ of 9. tresityjj 
^* but that, however, her Majcfty thought; 
** them a fuffipient foundation whereori 
" to open the general conferences. 

*^ That lt?r Majefty was unwilling ta 
" be charged with determining the i^veral 
" interefts pf her allies, and therefore 
^* contept^d hcrfclf wit^ fuph gencr^ of-r 
<* fers as might inclu^le all the particular 
<* demands, prope^r p be naqde during th^ 
•' treaty i where the confederates rouil; ffc-v 
^' folye tct adhere firmly together, in prdei: 
f '. to obtain frpm, the. enemy the utrnpft that 
^* coul4 ^.l^op?d for, intheprefent cir-, 
** cpmftan^es qf affairs ; . whiich rulg, hec 
^' Majcfty aiTured the States, flie woijld,^ 
<* on her part, firmly ohferve." 

.... . .. . ..... . - — • - ^^ 
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If the toinifters of HtUand fliould ex- 
prefe any uneafibefs, that her Mstjefty may 
Jiavc fettled the intcrcfts of her own king-* 
domfii, in a future peace, by any private 
agreement, the ambaflador was ordei^ed 
to fay,' " That the Queen had hitherto 
^' refufed to have the treaty Carried on id 
^^ her own kingdom, and would continue 
^* to do fo, unlefs they (the Dutch) con- 
^* ftrained her to take another meafure : 
*^ That by thefe means the States, and 
^^ the reft of the allies, would have the* 
y^ oppQftunity of treating and adjufting 
<^ their different pretenfions; which her 
^'Majefty would promote with all the 
^* zdal Ihe had (hewn for the coqimoh 
^' good, and the particular advantage of 
<* that republick (as they muft do her the 
1^ juftice to confefs), in the whole courfe' 
^* of tier reign : That the Queen had 
^' made no ftipulation for herfelf, which 
^' might cla(h with the intercfts of B,ol' 
" land I and that the articles to be inr; 
^'^ fcrted in a future treaty, for the benefit 

•* of 
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•* of Britain y were, for the moft pirt, 
*' fuch a$ contained advantages, which 
" muft either be coittinaed to the enemy, 
** or be obtained by her Majefty ; but, 
" however, that no conceifion ftiould 
" t^fi^pt her to hearken to a peace, uhlefs 
** her good friends and allies the States 
^* General had all reafonable ratis£a£tion, 
<< as tx> their trade and barrier, as well as 
" in aH other refpefts." \ 

After thcfe affurances given' in the 
Qieen's name, the Earl was to kfinuate, 
** That her Majefty (hould have jvA rea- 
^' £on to be ofiended, and to think the 
" proceeding between her and the Stated 
" very uneqiiali if they Ibould pretend to 
*^ have any further uneafinefs upon this 
^^ head : That being determined to Accept 
" no advantages to herfelfj repugnant to 
" their interefts, nor any peace, without 
*^ their reafonable fatisfaftion, the figure 
'^ (he had made during the>whok courfe 
*^ of the war) and the part (be had afted, 
** fuperior to any of the allies, who w^e 

** more 
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^' more concerned in danger ^ad intereft, 
'^ m^hc jui^ly iotitle her to fettle the 
" concerns of Gnflt Britain, before Qic 
♦' would poni^t tq a general negocia-^ 
^^tion-" 

. If the States jQiould object die engage*' 
ments: the Qneen was under, by treaties, 
of making 00 peace but in concert with' 
theni> or the particular obligations of thef 
JBarrkr-treaty, the amhaflador was tD an- 
fwcr, ^ That, as to the former, herMa- 
^' jefty had mot in any fwt aded contrary 
" thereto : That ihc was fo far from 
*^ malang a peace without their confent; 
^^ as to declare h<^ firm refolution not to 
^^ make it v^ithout their fati(£ai£tion ; and 
*^ Aat what h$d paffed between France 
^^ ^ndher, anaoimted to no mor; than an 
** introdudion to a general treaty/' A$ to 
the latter, the Earl had orders to repre&nt 
very earneftly, ** How mudb it was even 
" for the intercA: of Holland itfelf, rather 
^\tq comf^und the advantage of the 
f * 3*rrief-trc»t)?, than to infift, upon the 

** whole. 
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^* whole, -tvhich the houfc of KtsTHiA^ 
"and fevcfal other allies, would never 
" confent to : That nothing cpuld fa© 
** nlore odious to the pcoplt of England 
^* than many parts of this 'treaty; wHicli 
^^ would have raifed uhiverial indigriia- 
** tion, if the litmoft care had not beeii 
** taken to quiet the minds of thofe -wKo 
«* were acqaaihted with the teruis ofthik 
** guaranty, and to conceal them frotli 
^V fhofe who were not : That it was abfoi 
** lutely neceffary to maintain a good har- 
** mony between both nations^ without 
** which it Would he impoffible at any 
" time to form a ftrength for reducing 
^^. an exorbitant power, or preferving tlic 
^* balance of Europe: from whence it&lr- 
" lowed, that it could not be the true 
*^ intfereft of either country to infift updii 
"^^ any conditions, which might give juflr 
*^ apprehenfion to the other. 

" Thzt France had propofed J7/r^r^/, 
** Nimegueriy Aixy or Liege^ Wherein to 
^* bold the gencfal treaty j and her Ma^ 

"jefty 
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*f jd^ yras ready to fend her plcnipotcn^ 
*.^ tiaries^ to which ever of thofq towns the 
^' Stitcjs. ihould approve." 
; If the Imperial miniAers,. or thofe of 
the 9ther allies, (hould ol^(5): againft 
the preliminaries as no fufficient, ground 
for opening the conferences, and iniift 
ihsA France ihould confent to fuch artidei^ 
is were figned on tfae.part of the ajlies^ in 
the year One thoufand feven hundred 
and nine, the Earl of Stii afford was 
in anfwer direSed to iqfinuate, " That 
f ' the French might have probably been 
** brought to explain thepifelvcs more 
" particularly, had they not perceived the 
^y uneafinefs, impatience, and . jealouiy 
" among the allies, during our traijf- 
*5 adtbns with that court." • However, he 
(hould declare to them, in the.Queen'» 
iitMPne, " That if tjbey wer? determinied 
^* to accept of peaces upon no terms in-^^ 
" ferior. to what was formerly demanded, 
** her Majefty WAS ready to concur with 
" them; but would pg longer bear thofe 

"dif- 
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** difproportiofis of cxpcrice, ycArly in- 
^ creafed upon her, nor the deficiency df 
" the confederates in cVery part of the 
••war: That it was therefore incumbent 
** ttpon them to furnifh, fcft the fmjjmt^ 
*• fuch qootas of fhips and forces as they 
<• were now wanting triy andto increafe 
*• their expence, while her Ma^efly re- 
•• duced her's f 6 a reafdnable and jufi' 
*• propoftioli.*' 

That if the ttihilftefs of FieriM and 
JMknd (h.CKi\A urge their rnabifity upon 
ihis head, the <^ucen infiftcd, ** They 
" ought to comply with her in war or' in 
^ peace 3 her Majefty defirifig nothings as 
'< to the firft, bat what they ought to 
•* perform, attd wha« is abfolutefy ftfccef- 
*• fary : and as to the latter, that ihe bad 
* done, and would continue to do, tb^f 
^ 4tmoft in her power towatds obtaining 
^ foch* a p6act M Aight be to th« fMif-^' 
v^fedmn £^ aB her affie*.** 

Some days after the Earl of JSTritAF- 

f ORD 'S departure to tiolland^ M6nf. Buys, 

• *' "4 Pen- 
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^enGonaryof^mfierdam, ^rived here from 
ihence with inftruftions from his maftcrs, 
m treat upon the fubjed of the French 
preliminaries, and the methods for carry- 
iftg oh the war. In his firft conference 
with a eomniittce of council, he otjeded 
againft alt the articles^ as too general and 
uncertain/ and againft fome of them^ as 
prgudieial. He faid, " The French pro- 
*^ mifing that trade fhould be re-cftab- 
^* lifhed and maintained for the fnttire, 
" was meant in order to deprive the 
«' Dutch of their tariff of One thoufand 
•* fix hundred and fixty-fouri for the 
" plenipotentiaries of that crown would 
•* certainly expound the word Retai^, to 
** (ignify no more than reftoring the trade 
♦* of the States t& the tonditidn it was in 
** inimediately before the commencement 
'' of the pnefent war/' He faid, '' That, 
" in the article of Dur^irky the deftruc- 
'^ tion of the harbour wa^not mentks^nedf 
" and that the fortifecatbns were only to 
" be »8ed ii|H3ta€oj»ditooa. erf an cijuiva^s 

•' lent. 
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^' lent, which might octafion a difference 
"between her Mjypfty ai^d thp StatflSi 
" fince Holland would, t];iiftfc it hard to 
*' have a town Icfs in their barricyr for 
*' the demolition of Dunkirk ^ and JS«g'-»' 
•* lanJ would complain to haye jth^s thorn 
.*^ continue in their Adc^ for the iake of 
" giving one town more to the Dutch** 

La%, he objeaedj " That where 
** the French proxnifed effediual methods 
" ihould be taken to prevent the union 
** of France and Spain under the fame 
^^ king, they offered nothing at all for the 
" ceffion of Spaini which was the moft 
*' important point of the war.. 

" For thefe reafons, Monf. Buys hoped 
•* her Majefty would alter her meafures^ 
*^ and demand fpecifick articles, upon 
*' which the allies might debate whether 
" they would confent to a negociation or 
•'no." ^ 

The Qdcen, who looked updti all theft 

difficulties, raifed about the method of 

locating, as endeavours to wreft the nego-* 

1 ciation 
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I^KJoh ojft of &er hatlds, wnimanded the 
hJh!s of &ti commJries to let Monf. ifeuvi 
kfiowj ^ That Ae eitpferifehce flie for* 
** merly had bf ^rocccd^hg by particular 
" prclftmnatics ttjwajpds a general treaty-^ 
^gare het ho ewcoiif&gettienl (o rfcpeat 
** the ^me ttiettfod anjr more i 'Tfhat Aich 
** a preKhiin^i^ trfea^ inutt be niegociated 
**d^er'fey foW6 particular alfiesj or by 

* rfl! "Hie ftffti h^r Itlajfefty could nevci' 

* Mcr, finee rhe v«^uld lidthdf fake 
**■ upon htr to fettle the inf ef efts of* others, 
^ n(5f fabttjit that otheis fhbuW. fettle 
** ihofc' of het d\vri kingdomsi As to 
•*the fecond",- it Was. 'liable (o Monf. 
** Buts's obJe€tfon, beCaufe the mlniftcrs 
" of France wooTd ha*^"e aS^ fair ari oppor- 
'* tjifii^ <rf fowJftg divi^oh among the 
** i^k% when ^y were aft afflcmblcd 
"• u|)i(ki a prdMn^#e*ey, ^ #fit^ the^ 
** cttifelraictt w^eopett for a negoaatlon 
''of peace: 'Thai: tfiJf BifetlfcKt <^6uM 
*^ dl«if)^»& httV# Ae ottief effe^ #ifffr to 
"4«iay the tur^ft;^- wttlioef utiy tJM^- 

s K ."tagej 
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" tagc : That her Majcfly was Heartily 
*' difpofed^ both then ,and during the ne- 
** gpciation, to infift on every thing necef- 
" fary for fecuring the barrier and cx)m- 
'' mercc of the States j. and therefore 
" hoped the conferences might be opened^ 
" without farther difficulties. 
\^' That her Majefty did not only con- 
" fent, but defirc to have a plan fettled 
*' for carrying on the war, as foon as the 
** negociation of peace (hould begin ; 
" but expeiSted to have the burthen more 
'* equally laid, and more agreeable ta 
" treaties ; and would join with the States 
" in preffing the allies to perform their 
" parts, as ihe had endeavoured to ani- 
" mate them by her example." 

Mon£ Buys feemed to know little of 
his mailers naind, and pretended he had 
lia power to conclude upon any thing; 
Her Majefty's miniftcr propofed to hint 
an alliance between the two nations, to 
fubfift after a peace. To this he hearkned 
very readily, and ofiered to take the mkt* 

tec 
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Icr ad referendumy having authority t6 do 
no more. His intention was, that he 
tnight appear to negociate, in order, to 
.gain time to pick out, if ^flible, the 
whole fccret of the trahfadions between 
Britain and France j to difclofe nothing 
himfclf, nor bind his mafters to driy con- 
ditions \ to feek delays till the parliament 
met, and thdn obfersre whit tutn it took, 
irid what would ht the iflue of thofe fre- 
quent cabals between himfelf and fomd 
other foreign minifters, in conjundtibn 
With the chief leaders of the difcontented 
fadiori. 

■ The Dutch hoped, that' the clamours 
faifed dgainft the proceedings of the 
Queen's minifters towards a p*ace, would 
riiake the parliaihent difapprove what had' 
been done ; whereby the States would be 
at the head of the negociation^ which 
the Queen did not think fit to have any 
more in their hands, where it had mif-^ 
carried twice already; although Prince 
EiTGENE himfelf owned, " that France 
K 2( " was 
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^' wa3 th?n diif)ofed to c^oi^Iadc; a pieacd 
" upon fuch canditJLonSj ^ m it /jy^s r^ 
** wqrth the life of g |;rci^adier to rsfufc 
*' them." As to infifting upon §>ccifkk 
jpreliminarics^ .her Majcfty thou|^^^ bcr 
pwn nietlH>d RP^b l?ptt;er^ for each ^41^? 
iq the CQurfe of the negociation, tp ad-» 
^ance an^ managp his own pret?nfiQn§ji 
tvherein £he yfpijld fopport stad aflift 
th?m, rather thaq fpr tvyo iQinifters c^ 
oixe aUy tp tr^^t Iplely with the enemy,^ 
and report wh*t they pkj^fe^ to the reft^ 
^ was pr^^%d, by the p^tip s»t Gettru^^ 
denberg* 

One pa^ pf MpnC ?flYs% 4<iftru^ipns 
^^s to deiire th^ QueeH apt to be, fp far 
<y:Qwfed by » treaty pf pf %6e, a^ fp negle^ 
I}er, prep:ar%tipr]i fpr w^r ^gfinft thf next 
campaign* Her Mis^y, wi»o was lirmljr 
revived a^ini^.^ubmitdiag. ^ny Ipn^j;:. tp 

ii^^tp ^^.uft4^C:> ,emwandc4 )S^r. ^ 
creta^ St. Jqh^ to debate, the mattiff 
yi]^ ^at minifter^ whp fifcid he had r^ 

power 
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power to trcstt ; ohly iufiftcd, that his 
mafters had fully done th6ir part, and 
fhat nothing Imt exhoHations could be 
ufed to ^revdl on the other allies to ad 
with greater vigour. 

On the othei^ fide, the Qocen refufed tb 
concert any plan for the profecation of 
tlii War, till the States would join with 
het in agreeing to open the conferences 
of peace s which therefore, by Monf. 
Be'Vs's appfecation to them, was aCcord-i- 
kkj^y done, by a refblutibii taken in Hol^ 
JtW upon the twenty^firft of Novemhr, 
One ehouiand (even hundrtfd and eleven, 

About diis time the Count de Gall a« 
was forbid the court, by order from the 
Queen, who fent him word, that (he 
tboked upon him no longer as a publick 
Ihihifteir. 

This gendfeman thought At to ad a 

very (fifhonourable part here in England^ 

(rffogaiher indbtffiftent widi the charadcr 

he bote of envby from the Ute an J ^tt^ 

K3 fent 
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lent Emperors J two princes under %hp 
ilridteft ties of gratitude to the Queen, 
ffpecially the latter, who had then the 
title of King of Spain. Count 43allas, 
about the end of Augujl^ One thoufan4 
feven hundred and eleven, with the ut- 
moft privacyr difpatched an Italian^ on? 
of his. clerks, to Franckfortj where the 
Earl of PjiTERBORouGH was then ex- 
pe6ted. This man was inftf u&ed to pai? 
for a Spaniard^ and infinuate himfelf iqtq 
the Earl's fervicp 5 which he accordingly, 
did, and gave conftant information to the, 
laft Empero/s fecretary at Franckfo^t oi 
ail he could gather up in his Lordihip's 
family, ^s well as copies.of fever^l letters 
he had tranfpribed. It was likewife dit-. 
c6yered that Gallas had^ in his diP:, 
patches to the prefent Emperor, then in 
^pain^ reprefented the Queen and her 
mii^ifters as not to be cpnfided in :\ that 
ijyheii licr Majefty had difmifled the Earl 
pf Sunderland, (he promifed to proceed, 
no farther in the change of her fcrvantSjf 

yet 
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yet foon after turned them all out, and 
thereby ruined thd publick credit, as weH 
as abandoned Spain: that the prefent 
minifters wanted the abilities and good 
difpofitions<rf' Ae former; were pcrfons 
of ill defigns, and enemies to the com- 
mon caufe, and he (Gallas) could not 
truft them. In his letters to Count Zin* 
ZENDORF he faid, ^ That Mr. Secretary 
^f St. John complained of the houfe of 
V Austria's backwardnefs, only to make 
^ the King of Spain odious to England^ 
" and the people here defirous of a peace, 
•^ although it were ever fo bad one;" to 
prevent which. Count Gallas drew up 
a memorial which he intended to give the 
Queen, and tranfmitted a draught of it 
to ZiNZENDORF for his advice and appro- 
bation. Thiis memorial, among other 
great promifes to encourage the conti- 
nuance of the war, propofed the detach»- 
-ing a good body of troops from Hungary 
to ferve in Italy or Spain^ as the Queen 
Aould think fit. 

K4 Zw- 
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-ZiNZSNDORP tHobglH: ibk Ipo hti^ t| 
<lep, withWit <5onfti|ttng tfte Emp-psar^ 
to which Oallas replied j th;^ lvU dlsfiga 
was Qiily to engage Ihe Queen tdgd<m' 
yith the war^ t|)At 7>iV9tU99Mt knew 
tow earnieftly the ^/i^Ai/^-and fik/fkhi^ 
^reiTed (q h»ve thefe trtfift ftom Bm*t 
^ary^ and t|ierefor^ tb^ O0g;ht {cf fee? ^iiXH 
piifed, in <x6,te t<o qukt thofe |Wo HAti^na^ 
gfter which l^?erat ways might- be foun^' 
to^lude that projmtfej an^ in t|« mtw 
time, the grear point would b« gsiJlicit o^ 
blinging the Englijh to ded^f^ for con-' 
tinuing tlie war ; that ^ Empeior m^ 
^terwurds' ej^oufe Iwkfclf, b:y/appv^»efi«i« |^ 
iioa of a w«ir in M^ngai^t or qI" tl^ b«t 
tweeo the Sp^ib »ad ild^0«/l«i t^ iC^ 
thefe excuies JiQuld bet at an (^ ftde« 
tacfameot of one: or twa iregiimnts mi^luk 
be fcqt, wid tlw> r?ft 4?%f^ by F** 
tending, ujwjt of mffoey. -^ . by w^ch t^, 
QoBcn would probably, b^ bfov^ t« 
nuuntaia&mc p»t «£ thoHi^ tr<Qpp«» «intl^ 
|»erh^p8 the whole body. JPe «4«M» <!»•» 
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tbii way of mapagemeat was very com- 
mon Modtg ^ allies s ^nd gave for an 
cmmph> the ibrce$ which lAiefisacb h^d 
promifed for the terwic^ t^ JSftainj bu(v 
M^r^ .never fcnt^ with feveral othq: in-. 
ftmca of the i^«i.kli|d^ wl)ich be iaidr 
might be produced. „: 
. Her Ma^e%^ wlyv had long impeded- 
that Count 'Oaxj^as ^as eng^d in thjef^^ 
and. the like pra^ices, h^vtng tut laft ie% 
ceived aalthentkk prool^ ef this whder' 
intrigue, from ordinal ktters^t and ^i 
voittntary confe^ion of the^e %ho w«e ^ 
pr&uripally conc^ned in carrying it on^ 
thought k neceflkry to fiiew her re&nt^- 
mettt, by refufing t^ie CouM any moi9 
^e&'to her perfon ot her cou!rti : 

Akhough tb^ Que«i>» as it ha& beeei! 
ahready ofaA^rredf, were refoked tovopcrrt 
the conferences wpcm^the genaral prelk? 
mJ^arie^i yet Ihe^AoUghf'it «rtmM: vfcrjr' 
nHich^ forward the peaee to Iknow whft^> 
we#e ^ tittnoil cbncefi!on3 which J^wicrr 
WMltd im^^ ^ ^ ferei^ tfBas/-bti«t 

efpe- 
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cfpedally to the States General and the 
Puke of Savoy: therefore, while her 
Majefty was preffing the former to agree 
to a general treaty, the Abb6 Gualtier 
was feat to frame with a memorial, to 
defire that the moft Chriftian King would 
explain himfelf upon thofe preliminaries, 
particularly with relation to Savoy and 
Holland^ whofb fatisfadtion the Queen 
had moft at heart, ^s well from her 
friendfllip to both thefe powers, as be^ 
c^ufe, if (he might engage to them that 
their juft pretenik)ns would be allowed, 
few difHculti^ would remain, of any mo^ 
cjent, to retard the general peace. 

The French aofwer to this memorial 
contained feveral fchemes and propofals 
for the fatisfadion of each ally, coming 
up very aear to what her M ajeify and her 
miniiler$ thought reafonable* The great- 
eft difEculties feem^d to be about the 
EleAor ^ Bavaria^ for whofe interefts 
France appeared to be as much ooncerncc^ 
9$ tl)« Qjieen was for thoie of the Duke 

' of 
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of, Savoy: however, thofe were judged 
not very h^rd to be fufmounted; 

The States h^vipg at length agreed to 
9 general treaty, the following particulars 
were concerted between her Majeily and 
that republick : 

"That the congrefe fliould he held at 
^* Utrecffti that the opening of the qoni** 
^' grefs /hould be upon the twelfth of 
^^ yanudry^ N. S. One thoufand fevea 
^* hundred and eleven-twelve. 
^^ That, for avoiding all inconveniences 
" pf cereipoqy, the painiftcrs pf the Queen 
^^ and States, during the treaty, (hduld 
** only have the charaAers of plenipotenr 
*^ tiaries, and not take that of ambai&--' 
*^ dors, till the day on whidi the peacf 
" fhould be fignfd. 

" Laftly, The Queen and States in*- 
*^ fifted, that theminifters of the Duke of 
" jinjouy and the lateEled:ors of Bavaria 
" and Cologne, |hould not appear at the> 
*^ congrefs, until the points relating to^ 
^^ their mafters were adjufted; and were 

firip- 
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♦• firmly rcfolvcd not to. fend their pail^ 
*' ports for tlie mittHlcrs of i^^fp, t3! 
•* the moll Chriftian King deckrcd, tliat 
^ the abicoce of the fbremcntioncd mi- 
^ nifters (bould not delay the progfefioif 
^ the negpciation,*' 

Pof^ant to the diree former aiftic(eS| 
her Majefty wrote ciroijf^ letters to a({ 
tile allies engaged with ^er in ^prefeni; 
war : znd Franee had notice, that as £>on 
as the King <)edared his compliance wit^ 
Ae laft ariick, the Mank pa^orts tfioutd 
be fil£^ u^ with the ntmes of the Mare* 
chaj pV^cnihEB^ the Abb^ wr PotrOw 
If AC, and Memf. MssNAorit, who were 
a^jointed p*enipeterttiaries for that cixiwn, 

tfom what I h^ve hkherta deiticed, 
the reader fees the plan w^htfie Qocea 
thought tlie moft efK:)£tuaf for advancing 
a peace. As the conferences were to 
b^iaupoa the general pfeliminoFies, the 
Qucett was to^ be empowered by frante 
to of{cr £^raa:ely co &e a^es^^ wktt m^t 
be rcafooable for each to accept j and her 

- own 
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OWQ interefts bein|^preyiou0y fettkd» (hft 

ihzt became her I^ft^ from the part (h9 
had ia the war, wd fnore ufeful to dui 
great end at which ihe oi^iedi of |^vj|i jp 
^ iafe and honourable peace to Eur^. . 
[' fiefide^, k.wa? abfolutelyncccflary, foe 
^e interefts of J^ritain^ that the ^«en 
Uiould be at the head of the {^e^ociation, 
without which her Maje% coula find no 
expedient to redrefs the mjurie^ her king^ 
<iotos were fure to fiiflfer by the ^a^r]:ter-• 
treaty, la Drder to fettle this pc^nt with 
the States, the miniilers W^ ^ad a con-* 
fetence with MonC Buys, a few days be- 
fore the parliapicnt met. He was tqidi 
"how neceJTary it was, by a previous €oi>- 
•* cert between the Emperor, the Q^en, 
^^ and the States, to prevent apy diffcfoKe 
** which might axife in Ae cpurfc of ch^ 
** treaty at XJtrccht: That;, under pratcnc^ 
" of a barrier for the States General^ as 
•* their feduri^ againfl: Fra^y infexite 
*^ prejudice might ari£s to the track or 

" Bri- 
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*^ Britain in the Spani/h Netherlands i 
" for, by the fifteenth article of the' 
«• Barrier-treaty, in confequehcc of what: 
<« was ftipulated by th^t oi Munjier^ ther 
•' Queen was brought to engage thaf com-^ 
" merce ftiall not be rendered more eaiy^ 
^* in point of duties, by the fea-ports of 
" Flanders^ than it is by the river Scheldt 
*' and by the canals on the fide of the 
•* Seven Provinces, which, as things now 
*' Hood, was very unjuft i for while thef 
•* towns in Flanders were in the hands of 
" France or Spain^ the Dutch and we 
'* traded to them upon e^qual foot ; but 
" now, fince by the Barrier-treity thofe 
" towns were to be poflefifed by the States, 
" that republick might lay what duties 
*' they pleafed upon Britijh goods, after 
" paffing by Oftendy and make their 
*^ own cuftom*free, which would utterly 
** ruid our whole trade with Flanders'* 

Upon this, the Lords told Mr. Buys 
very frankly, ** That if the States expeded 
<* the Queen fliould fupport their barrier^ ' 

4 ^* ft9 
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" as well as their demands from France 

"and the houfe of Auflria upon that 

" head, they ought to agree, that the fub- 

" jedls oi Britain jQiould trade as freely to 

" all the countries and places, which, 

** by virtue of any former or future treaty, 

" were to become the bartief of the States, 

" as they did in the time of the late King 

" Charles the fecond of Spain-, or as 

" the fubjefts of the States-General them- 

" felves fliall do : and that it was hoped j 

" their High Mighdneffes would, never 

** fcruple to redify a miftake fo injurious 

" to thatvnation, without whofe blood and 
> 

" treafure they would have had no bar- 
" rier at all." Monf. Buys had nothing 
to anfwer againft thefe objections, but 
faid, he had already wrote to his matters? 
for further inftrudions. 

Greater difficulties occurred about fet-- 
tKng what fhould be the barrier to the 
States after a peace: the envoy infifting 
to have all the towns that were named in 
the treaty of barrier and fucccflion ; and 
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the Queen^s mlnifiers ^ xp e flin^ tho6i 
towns, which, if they continued in the 
han^s of (he Dutch, would render the 
trade of Britain to Flanders prccariou9» 
At length it was a^eed in general, that 
the States ought to have what is really ef^ 
ftntial to the Security ctf their barrier 
ftgainft France ; and that feme amicable 
expedient (hould be found, foe removing 
the fears bodi of Britain and HoUand 
upon this point* 

But at the hint time Monf Buy 6 was 
told, '' That although the Qgeeci would 
^< certainly infift to obtain att thofe points 
*' frooa France^ in behalf of her allies the 
*^ States, y^ ihe hoped his m^rs were 
^^ too reafonable to break off the treaty^ 
*^ rather than not obtain the very uttncrid 
^^ of their demands, which codd not ba 
*f fettled here, unlefs he were iuUy in*» 
^< ftruded to fpeah and conclude upoii 
** that fubjed : that her Majefty thoughj^ 
** the befi way of fecuriny the commoD 
*' intereft, and preventing, (he diyifion o( 
I *Mhe 
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•*'the allies, by the artifices of France^ in 
/^ the courfe of a long, negociation, would 
** be to concert between the Queen's mir 
" nifiers and thofc of the States^ with. a 
^^'.4uq. regard to. the other confederates/ 
" fqch a plan as might , amount to a fafe 
^' and honourable peace." Aftg: which 
the Abbe Poi,iqnac, who of the French 
plenipotentiaries was nioft in the fecret of 
his court," might be told, " That it was 
" in vain to amufe each other any longer; 
*^ that on fuch terms the peace woyld be 
" immediately concluded i and that the 
" conferences, muft ceafe, if thofe condi- 
*^ .tions were not, without delay^ and with 
'*« expedition, granted." 

A treaty between her Majefty and the 
States, to fubfill after a peace, was now 
figned, Monf. Buys having received full 
powers to that purpofe. His matters were 
defirous to have a private article addecf, 
Jub fperatiy concerning thofe terms of 
peace; without the granting of which, 
we fhouid ftipulate not to agree with the 
L enemy. 
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enemy. But neither the .charade;r of 
Buys, nor the manner in which he Was 
impowercd to treat, would allow the 
Queen to enter into fuch an engagement. 
The congrefs likewife /ipproaching) therp 
was not dme to iettle a point of £o great 
importance. Neither, laftly, would her 
Majcfty be tied down by Hollandy with- 
out previous fatisfadion upon feveral ar- 
ticles in t]he Barrier-treaty, fo inconfiflent 
with her engagements to other powers in 
the alliance, and fo injurious to her own 
kingdoms. 

The Lord Privyrfeal, and the Earl of 
Strafford, having, about the time the 
parliament met, been appointed her Ma- 
jefty's plenipotentiaries for treating a ge- 
neral peace, I fliall here break off the 
account of any further progrefs made in 
that great affair, until Ircfume it in the 
laft book of this Hiftory. 

THE 
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BOOK III. 

THE houfe of Commons feemed 
refolvcdi from the beginning of 
the feffion, to inquire flriftly not 
osAy into all abufes relating to the ac- 
counts of the. army, but likewife into the 
fevieral treaties between us and our allies, 
upon what articles and conditions they 
were firft agreed to, and how thcfe had 
been.fince obferved. In the firft week of 
their fitting, they fent an addrefs to the 
L 2 Queen, 
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Queen, to defire that the treaty, whereby 
her M^efty was obliged to furniih forty 
thoufand men» to ad in conjundion with 
the forces of her allies in the Low Coun-- 
trieSf might be laid before the hou&. To 
which the Secretary of State brought an 
anfwer, '^ That fearch had been made, but 
^ no foot-fteps could be found of any treaty 
" or convention for that purpofe." It was 
this unaccountable hegledr in the former 
miniftry, which firft gave a pretence to 
the -allies for lefTening their quota's, fo 
much to the difadvantage of her Majefty, 
her kingdoms, and the; common caufe, in 
the courfe of die war. It had been fti^Uh 
lated by the grand alliance, between the 
Emperor, Britain^ and the States, that 
thofe three powers (hould affift each other 
with their whole force, and that the 
feveral proportions fhould be fpeciiied in 
a particular convention . But if any fuch 
convention were made, it was never rati- 
fied; only the parties agreed, bycomnion 
confent, to take each a certain (hare of 
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&e burthen upon thcmfelvcs, which the 
Fate King William communicated to 
the hbufc of Conamons" by his Secretary 
of State; and which afterwards the other 
two powers, obferving the mighty zeal 
in oui* miniftry for prolonging the war, 
duded as Iheypleafed. 

The^comniiffioners for ftating the pub- 
lick accounts of the kingdom, had, in 
executing their office the preceding fum^ 
mer, difcovered feveral praSices relating 
to the affairs of the army, which they 
drew up in a report, /and delivered to the 
houle* 

The Commons began their examiivt-* 
tion of the report with a member of their 
own, Mr. Robert Walpole, already 
mentioned ; who, during his being fecre- 
tary at war, had received five hundred 
guineas, and taken a note for five hun- 
dred pounds more, on. account of two 
contradts for forage of the Queen's troops 
quartered in Scotland. He endeavoured 
to excufe the firft contradt -, but had no- 
L 3' ihiiTg 
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thing to fay about the fecoild. The firft 
appeared fo plain and fo fcan'dalous tothe 
Commons, that they voted the author of 
it guilty of a high breach of truft, and 
notorious corruption, committed him pri- 
foner to the Tower, where he continued 
to the end of the feiffion, and expelkd 
him the hoiife. He was a perfon much 
carefled by the oppofers of, the Queen and 
miniftry, having been firft drawn into. 
their party by his indiffer ehce to any prin- 
ciples, and afterwards kept fteady by the 
lofs of his place* His bold, forward coun- 
tenance, altogether a ftranger to that in- 
firmity which xnakes men ba/hful, joined 
to a readinefs of fpeaking'in publi'ck, hath 
juftly intided him, among thofe of his 
faftion, to be a fort of leader of the fecond 
form. The reader muft excufe me for 
being fo particular aboiit one, who- is 
Otherwife altogether obfcure. 

Another part of the report concerned 
the Duke of Marlboroi/6h, who had 
received large fums or ©oneyi. byway of 
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gratuity^ from thofc who were the under- 
takers for providing the army with bread. 
This the Duke excufed, in a .letter to the 
commiffioncrs, from the like pradice of 
other generals: biit that excufe appeared 
to be of little weight, and the mifchievous 
coixfequences of fuch a corruption were 
vifible enough; fince the money given by 
th^fe undertakers were but. bribes for 
connivance at their indireft dealings with 
the army. And a3 frauds, that begin at 
t;he top, are apt to fpread through all the 
fabor4inate ranks of thofe who have any 
fhare in the management, and to incrpafe 
as they circulated: fo, in this cafe, for 
every thoufand pounds given to the ge- 
neral, the foldiers at leaft fuffered four- 
fold. 

Another article of this report, relating 
to the Duke, was yet of more importance. 
The greateft part of her Majefty's forces' 
m Flanders were mercenary troops, hired 
from feveral princes of Europe, it was 
found that the Qgeen's general fubftrafted 
^ L 4 two 
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two and a half /^r cent, out of the pay of 
thofe troops, for his own ufe, which 
amounted to a great annual fum. The 
Duke of Marlborough, in his letter al- 
ready mentioned, endeavouring to e?:t£-^ 
nuate the matter, told the commiffioners,; 
*^ That this dedu(aion was a free gift 
" from the foreign troops, which he had 
" negociated with them by the late King's 
" orders, and had obtained the Queen's 
" warrant for teferving and receiving it ; 
" That it was intended for fecret fervicCj^ 
" the ten thoufand pounds a year given 
" by parliament not proving fufficient, 
" and had all been laid put that way/' 
The commiffioners obferved, in anfwer, 
" That the warrant was kept dormant 
*' for nine years, as mdeed no entry of it 
"appeared in the Secretary of States 
" books, and the dedu<a;ion of it con- 
*' cealed all that time from the know- 
** ledge of parliament : .That, if it had 
^^ been a free gift from the foreign troops, 
'/ it would ' not have been ftipulated by- 

" agree- 
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*•? agreement, as the Duke's letter con- 
** fdSkdy and as his warrant declared, 
**-w1aich latter affirmed this ftoppage to 
*^ be intended for defraying fextraordinary 
^* contingent expences of the troops, and 
""therefore fhould not have been ap- 
<* plied to fccret fervices." They fubmitted 
to the houfe, whether the warrant itfelf 
were legal, or duly counter-figned. ,The 
commiflioners added, " That no receipt 
^5 was ever given for this dcduSed money, 
^'«or was it mentioned in any receipts 
^^ from the foreign troops, which were al^ 
*' ways taken in full. And laftly. That 
" the whole fum, ^on computation,' a- 
^' mounted to near three hundred thou-. 
" fand pounds/' 

The houfe, after a long debate, re- 
folved, " That the taking feveral fums 
*^ from the contraders for bread by tho^ 
" Duke of Marlborough, was unwar-. 
^* rantable and illegal; and that the twa 
** and a half per cent, dedudtcd firom the 
** foreign troops, was publick money, and 

** ought 
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•* ought to be accounted for :" which re- 
folutions were laid before the Qi^een by 
the whole houfe, and her Majefty pro- 
mifed to do her part in redreffing what 
was complained of. The Duke and his^ 
friends bid, about the beginning of the 
war, by their credit with the Queen^ pro- 
cured a warrant from her Majefty for this 
perquifite of two. and a half per cent. 
The warrant was direded to the Duke of 
Marx-Bojrouqhj and coynter-figned by 
Six Charles Hepges, then Secretary of 
§tate; by virtue of which the payniafter- 
general of the army was to pay the faid 
deducted money to the general, and take 
a receipt in full from the foreign troops. 

It was obfcrved, as very commendable 
and becoming the dignity of fuch an af^ 
fembly, that this debate was managed 
with great temper, and with few perfonal 
jefiediions upon the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, They feemed only delirous to 
come at the truth, without which they 
could not anfwer the trull repofed in 

them 
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them by thofe whom they reprefcnted, 
and left the reft to her Majcfty*s pru* 
dencc. The Attorney-general was or- 
dered to commence an adion againft the 
Duke for the fubftradtcd money, which 
would have amounted to a great fum, 
enough to ruin any private perfbn, except 
himfelf. This procefs is ftill depending, 
although very moderately purfued, either 
by the Queen's indulgence to one whom. 
fhe had formerly fo. much truftcd, or 
xpcrhaps to be revived or flackened, ac- 
cording to the future demeanour of the 
defendant. 

Some time after, Mr. Cardonell, a 
member of parliament, and fecretary to 
the general in Flanders^ was expelled the 
houfe, for the offence of receiving yearly 
bribes from thofe who had contrad:ed to 
furnifh bread for the army; and met 
with no further punifliment for a prac- 
tice, voted to be unwarrantable and cor- 
rupt. 

Thcfe 
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Thcfc were all the ccnfurcs of any 
moment which the Commons, under fo 
great a weight of buiincfsy thought fit to 
make, upon the reports of their commif-^ 
iioners for infpedingthe publick accounts, 
But having promifed, in the beginning of 
this Hiftory, to examine the ftate of the 
nation, with refped: to its debts ; by what 
negUgence or corruption they firft began, 
and in procefs of time made fuch a pro-, 
digious increafej find> laftly, wha^ courfcs 
have been taken, under the prefent adn)i- 
iiiflrationi to find out funds for anfwa:*« 
ing fo many unprovided incumbrances, as 
lyejl as put a ftop to new ones ; I fhall 
^deavour to fatisfy the reader upon this 
important article. 

By all I have yet read of the hiftory of 
our own country, it appears to me, that 
the national debts, fecured upon parlia- 
mentary funds of intereft, were things 
unknown in England before the; 4aft re- 
volution under the Prince of Orange. - It 
is true, that in the grand rebellion the 

Kings 
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King s enemies borrowed money of par- 
ticular perfons, upon what they called the 
publick faith j but this was pnly for ihort 
periods, and the fums no more than what 
they could pay at once, as they conftantly 
did. Some of our kings have been very 
profufe in peace and war, and are blamed 
in hiftory for their pppreflions of the 
people by fevere taxes, and for borrowing 
money which they never paid : but na- 
tional debts was a ftyle, which, I doubt, 
would hardly then be underftood. When 
the Prince of Orange was raifed to .the 
throne, and a general war began in'theife 
parts of Europe, the King and his coun- 
fellors thought it would be ill policy to 
commence his reign with heavy taxes 
upon the people, who had lived long in 
cafe and plenty, and might be apt to 
think their deliverance top dearly bought ^ 
wherefore one of the firll actions of the 
new government was to take off the^ tax 
upon chimnies, as a burthen very un- 
grateful to the commonalty. But money 

' being 
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being wanted to fupport the war (which 
even the convention-parlkaient, that put 
the crown upon his head> were very un- 
willing he ftiould engage in), the prefcnt 
Bifhop oi Salijbury^ is faid to have found 
out that expedient (which he had learned 
in Holland) of railing money upon the 
fecurity of taxes, that were only fufficient 
to pay a large intereft. The niotive$ 
which prevailed on people to fall in with 
this projeft were many, and plaufible ; 
for fuppofing, as the minifters induftri- 
oufly gave out, that the war could not 
laft above one or two campaigns at moft, 
it might be carried on with very moderate 
taxes i and the debts accruing would, in 
procefs of time, be eafily cleared after a 
peace. Then the bait of large intereft 
would draw in a great number of thofe 
whofe money, by the dangers and diffi- 
culties of trade, lay dead upon their 
hands ; and whoever were lenders to the 

• Dr. Gilbert Burnet. 

govern- 
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govcfmment, would, by fureft principle^ 
be obliged to fupport it. Befidcs, the men 
of dilates conld not be pcrfuadcd, with- 
out time and difficulty, tb have thofc 
taxes laid on their lands, which cuftom 
hath fince made fo familiar 5 and it was 
the bufinefs of fuch as were then in power 
to cultivate a monied intereft; becaufe the 
gentry of the kingdom did not very mucli 
relifli thofe new notions in government, 
to which the King, who had imbibed his 
politicks in his own country, was thought 
to give too much way. Neither perhaps 
did that prinde think n^ational incum- 
brances to be any evil at all, fince the 
$ouri(hing republick, where he was bom, 
is thought to owe more than ever it will 
be able or willing to pay. And I re- 
member, when I mentioned to MonC 
Buys the many millions we owed, he 
would advance it as a maxim, that it was 
for the intereft of the publick to be m 
debt ; which perhaps may be true in a 
commonwealth fo crazily inftituted, wheiw 

the 
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the governorg cakinot have too many 
pledges of their fubje(Sts fidelity, ^nd 
where a great majority muft inevitably 
be undoae by any revolution, however 
brought about ; but to prefcribe the fame 
rules to a monarchy, whofe wealth arifeth 
from the rents and improvements of 
lands, as wdl as txadc and manufaftures, 
i$ the mark of a confined and cramped 
imderftanding; 

, I^was moved to fpeak thus, becaufe I 
am very well fatisfied, that the pernicious 
counfels of borrowing money upon pub- 
lick funds of intereft, as well as fome 
other ftate-leflbns, were taken indigefted 
from the like practices among the Dutch^ 
without allowing in the leaft for any dif- 
ference in government, religion, law, 
cuftora, extent of country, or nfianners 
and dilpofitions of the people. 

But when this expedient of anticipa- 
tions and mortgages was firft put in prac- 
tice, artful men, in office and credit, be- 
gan to confider what ufes it might be 
I applied 
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ipplied to ; and foon found it was likely 
^to prove the moft fruitful feminary, not 
only to eftablifli a fadion they intended td 
fctup for their own fupport, but like wife 
to raife vaft wealth for themfelves In par- 
ticular, who were te be the managers and 
dir€d:ors in it. It was manifefl:^ that no- 
thing could promote thefe two defigns fd 
tnuch^ as burthening the nation with 
debts, and giving encouragement to len- 
ders : for, ias to the firft, it was not to be 
doubted, that moneyed hien would be 
always firm tb the party of thofe who ad- 
vi^d the borrowing upon fuch good fe- 
curity, and with fuch exorbitant pre*^ 
miums and intereft ^ and every, new funa 
that was lent, took away as much power 
i^rom the landed men, as it added to 
dieirs: fo that the deeper the kingdom 
was engaged, it was ftill the better for 
them. Thus a ne^V eftate and property 
fprung Up id the hands of mortgagees, to 
whom every hoiife and foot of land in 
England paid a rent-charge^ free bf all 
M ' takes 
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taxes and defalcations, and purchafed at 
lefs than half value. So that the genrie- 
men of eftates were, in cffedt, but tenants 
to thefe new landlords; many of whom 
were able, in time, to force the election 
of boroughs out of the hands of thofe 
who had been the old proprietors and in- 
habitants. This was arrived 4^ fuch a h'^ 
height, that a very few years more of war 
and funds would have clearly caft the 
balanqe on the monied fide. 

As to the flecond, this project of bor- 
rowing upon funds, was of mighty ad- 
vantage to thofe who were in the manage- 
ment of it, as well as to their friends and 
dependants ; for, funds proving often de- 
ficient, the government was obliged to 
ftrike tallies for making up the refl:, which 
tallies were ibmetimes (to fpeak in the 
merchanfis phrafe) at above forty per cent^ 
difcount. At this price thofe who were 
in the fecret bought them up, and then 
took care to have that deficiency fupplied 
in the next feflion of parliament, by which 

4 - '^^y 
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they doubled their principal in a few 
months ; and, for the encouragement of 
lenders, every new projed: of lotteries or 
annuities propofed fome farther advan-* 
tage, either as to intereft or premium. 

In the year One thoufand fix hundred 
and ninety-fcven, a general mortgage was 
made of certain revenues and taxes al- 
ready fettled, which amounted to near a 
niillion a year. This mortgage was to 
continue till One thoufand feven hundred . 
and fix, to be a fund for the payment of 
about five millions one hundred thoufand 
pounds. In the firft parliament of the 
Queen, the faid mortgage was continued 
till One thoufand feven hundred and ten, 
to fupply a deficiency of two millions 
three hundred thoufand pounds, and in- 
tereft of above a million; and in the inter- 
mediate years a great part of that fund 
was branched out into annuities for ninety- 
pine years ; fo that the late miniflry raifed' 
air their money to One thoufand feven 
hundred and ten^ only by continuing funds 
M 2 which 
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which were already granted to their hands'* 
This deceived the people in general, who 
were fltisfied to Gofttinuc the payments 
they had been accuftomed to, and made 
the adminiftration feem cafy, fmce the 
war went on without any new taxes raifed, 
except the very laft year they werp in 
power; not confidering what a mighty 
fund was exhaufted, and muft be perpe- 
tuated, although extremely injurious to 
trade, and to the true intereft of the 
nation. 

This great fund of the general mort- 
gage was not only loaded, year after year» 
by mighty fums borrowed upon it, but 
wuh the interefts due upon thofe fums; 
for which the Treafury was forced to 
ftrike tallies, payable out of that fund, 
after all the money already borrowed 
upon it, there being no other provifion of 
intereft for three or four years : till at laft 
the fund was fo overloaded, that it could 
neither pay principal nor intereft, and taf- 

Kea 
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lies were ftruck for both, which occa- 
fioned their great difcount. 

Bat to avoid miftakes upon a fubje(3:, 
where I am not very well vcrfed either ia 
the ftyle or matter, I will tranfcribe an 
account fent me by a perfon * who is 
thoroughly inflrudted in thefe affairs. 

" In the year One thoufand fevcn hun- 
" dred and feven, the fum of eight hun- 
*' dred twenty-two thoufand three hun- 
** dred and eighty-one pounds, fifteen 
" {hillings and fix pence, was raifed,* by 
" continuing part of the general mort- 
** gage from One thoufand feven hundred 
" and ten to One thoufand feven hun- 
" dred and twelve j but with no provifion 
"of intereft till u4uguji the firft. One 
" thoufand fevcn hundred and ten, other- 
*^ wife than by ftriking tallies for it on 
" that fund, payable after all the other 
" money borrowed. 

" In One thoufafid feven hundred and 
•* eight, the fame funds were continued 

♦ Sir John Blunt. 

M 3 from 
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^^ from One thoufand fevcn hundred and 
^* twelve to One thoufand feven hundred 
" and fourteen, to raife feven hundred 
'* twenty - nine thoufand fixty - fcvea 
^^ pounds fifteen fiiillings and fix pence ; 
.'^ but no provifion for intereft till j^iugufi 
^* the firft, One thoufand feven hundred 
^* and twelve, otherwife than as before, 
" by ftriking tallies for it on the fame 
^* fund, payable after all the reft of the 
*' money borrowed. And the difcount of 
** tallies then beginning to rife, great part 
^^ of that money remains ftill unraifcdj; 
^* and there is nothing to pay intereft for 
f' the money lent, till Auguji the firft, 
^^ One thoufand feyen hundred and twelve, 
^^ But the late Lord Treafurer ftrpck. tal- 
*^ lies for the full fum direfted by the adt 
^* to be borrowed, great part of which 
^* have been delivered in payment to the 
f « Navy and Viaualling-offices, and fome 
^' are ftill in the hands 0f the govefn* 
foment, 
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" In One thoufand fcven hundred and 
*' nine, part of the fame fund was con- 
*' tinued from Augu/i the firft, One thou- 
*^ fand feven hundred and fourteen, to 
*' Auguft the firft, One thoufand fevcn 
" hundred and fixtecn, to raife fix hun- 
** dred forty-five . thoufand pounds; and 
*^ no provifion for Intereft till Augujl the 
, ** firft, One thoufand feven hundred and 
*' fourteen (which was about five years), 
*^ but by borrowing money on the farae 
" fund, payable after the fums before 
^^ lent; fo that little of that money was 
** lent. But the tallies were ftruck for 
*' what was unlent, ibme of which were 
." given out for the payment of the Navy 
" and Vidlualling, and fome ftill remain 
*' in the hands of the government. 

*^ In One thoufand feyen hundred and 
•^ ten, the. fums which were before ?iven 
*^ fronx One. thoufand feven hundred a^nd 
. ** fourteen, to One thoufand feven hun- 
*' dred and fixteen, were continued /rpm 
" thence tp One thoufand feven hundred 
M 4 and 
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** and twenty, to raife one million tWQ 
^^ hundred and ninety-fix thoufand five 
" hundred and fifty-two pounds nine 
" fliillings and eleven pence three farth- 
^* ings ', and no immediate proyifion for 
f' intereft till j4iigu/i the firft. One thou- 
" fand feven hundred and fixteen, only,^ 
" after the duty of one fhilling f>er 
^' bufhel on fait fhould be cleared froiA 
■^ the money it was then charged with, 
^^ and which was not fo cleared till Mid- 
■^ fummer One thoufand fev?n hundred 
^^ and twelve lafl:, then that fund was to 
^^ be applied to pay the intereft tjll Auguft 
^' the firft, One thoufand feven hundred 
" and fixteen, which intereft amounted 
^* to about feventy-feven thoufand feven 
^^ hundred and ninety-three pounds per 
" annum : and the faid fait fund pro- 
" duceth but about fifty-five thoufand 
^' pounds per annum j fo that no money 
'* was borrowed upon the general mort- 
*' g^gc in One thoufand feven hundred 
{* and ten, eiccpt one hundred and fifty 
• ' M thou-3 
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*^ thoufand pounds lent by the Sv.ifs 
" Cantons ; but tallies were flruck for 
" the whole fum« Thefe all remained 
" in the late Treafurer's hands at the time 
*^ of his removal, yet the money was ex- 
" pended, which occafioned thpfe great 
" deniands upon the commiffioners of the 
*^ Treafury who fucceeded him, and were 
" forced to pawn thofe tallies to the 
*' Bank, or to remitters, rather than fell^ 
" them at twenty or twenty-five fer cent^ 
". difcQunt, as the price then was. About 
' ' two hundred thoufs^nd pounds of them 
♦^ they paid to clothiers of the army, and 
*' others ; and all the reft, being above 
" ninety thoufand pounds, have been fub- 
" fcribed into this Southrfea company foy 
" the ufe of the publick.'* 

When .the Earl of Godolphin was 
removed from his employment, he left a 
debt upon the Navy of millions, alj 
contr^ifted under his adminiftration, whiph 
had no parliament-fecurity, and was daily 
jncfeafed. Neither could I ever learn^^ 

yrhethey 



Digitized 



by Google 



170 HISTORY OF the FOUR 

whether that lord had th? fmalleft prof- 
pe<a of clearing tliis incumbrance, pv 
whether there were policy, negligence, or 
defpair at the bottom of this unaccount- 
able management. But the confequencps 
were vifible and ruinous j for by t|]is, 
means Navy-bills grew to be forty ffr 
cent, difcbunt, and upwards 3 and almpft 
every kind of (lores, bought by the Navy 
and Vidlualhng-offices, coft the govern- 
ment double rates, and fometimes more : 
fo that the publick hath dircdly loft fe- 
veral millions upon this one article, with- 
out any Ibrt of neceffity, that I could ever 
hear afligned by the ableft vindicators of 
that party. 

In this opprefled and intangled ft^te 
was the kingdom, with relation to its 
debts, when the Queen removed the Earl 
of GoDOLPHiN from his office, and put it 
into conimiffion, of which the prefent 
Treafurer was one. This perfon had 
been chofen Speaker fucceffively to three 
parliaments, was afterwards Secretary of 

State, 
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State, and always in great cfteem widi 
the Queen for his wifdom and fidelity. 
The late miniftry, about two years before 
their fall, had prevailed with her Majefty, 
much agalnft her inclination, to difmifs 
him from her fervicej for which they can- 
not be juftly blamed, fince he had endea- 
voured the fame thing againft them, and 
very narrowly failed 5 which makes it the 
more extraordinary that he (hould fucceed 
in a fecond attempt againft thofe very ad- 
verfaries, who had fuch fair warning by 
the firft, jHe is firm and fteady in his 
refolutions, not eafily diverted from them 
after he hath once poflefTcd himfelf of an 
opinion that they arc right, nor very com- 
municative where he can ad: by himfelf, 
being taught by experience, that a fecret 
is feldbm fafe in inore than one breaft* 
That which occurs to other men after 
mature deliberation^ offers to him as his 
firft thoughts 3 fo that he decides imme- 
diiately what is beft to be done, and 
therefore is feldom at a lofs upon fudden 

exi^ 
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exigencies. He thinks it a more e^fy 
and fafe rule in politicks to watch inci- 
dents as they come, and then turn diem 
to the advantage of what he purfues, 
than pretend to forefee them at a great 
Idiftance. Fear, cruelty, avarice, and 
pride, are wholly ftrangers to his nature ; 
but he is not without ambition- There 
is one thing peculiar in his temper, which 
J altogether difapprove, and do not re- 
member to have heard or met with in 
any other man's chara<5ler : 1 mean, an 
cafinefs and indifference under any im- 
putation, although he be never fo inno- 
cent, and although the ftrongeft probabi- 
lities and appearance are againft him ; fo 
that I have known him often fulpeded 
by his neareft friends, for fomc months, 
in points of the higheft importance, to u 
degree, that they were ready to break 
with him, and only undeceived by time 
juid accident. His detractors, who charge 
|iin> with cunning, are but ill acquainted 
Vfith his chvaftgr j for, in the fenfe they 

tat;Q 
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take the word, and as it is ufually under- 
ilood, I know no man to whom that 
mean talent could be with lefs juftice ap- 
plied, as the condudt of afFairs, while he 
hath been at the helm, doth clearly dc- 
monftrate, very contrary to the nature and 
principles of cunning, which is always 
employed in ferving little turns, propofing 
littje ends, and fupplying daily exigen- 
. cies by little (hifts and expedients. But 
to refcue a prince out of the hands of in- 
folent fubjedts, bent upon fuch defigns 
as muft probably end in the ruin of the 
government; to find out means for pay- 
ing fuch exorbitant debts as this nation 
hath been involved in, and reduce it to a 
better management; to make a potent 
cnenriy offer advantageous terms of peace, 
^nd deliver up the moft important fortrefs 
of bis kingdom, as a fecurity; and this 
againft all the oppofition,. mutually raifed 
and Inflamed by parties and allies; fuch 
performapccs can ojnly be called cunning 
by thofe whofe want of underftanding, or 

of 
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of candour, puts them upon finding ill 
names for great qualities c^ tfaq mind, 
which themfdves do neither poffefsj nor 
can form any juft conception of. How- 
ever, it muft be allowed, that an ob^iriatc 
love of fecrecy in this miniftor fcems, at 
diftance, to have fome refemblance of 
iiunning; for be is not only very retentive 
of fecrcts, but appears to be fb too, which 
I number amongft his dcfeds. He hath 
been blamed by his friends for refufing to 
difcover his intentions, even in thofe points 
where the wifeft man may have need of 
advice and aiBftance; and (omc have cen- 
fured him, upon that account^ as if he 
were jealous of power : but he hath been 
heard to anfwer, *• That he feldom did 
" otherwife, without caufe to repent/*" 
However, fo' undiftinguifhed a caution 
cannot, in my opinion, be jufHfied, by 
which the owner lofeth many advantages, 
and whereof all men, who deferved to 
be confided in, may with fome realbii 
complain. His love of procraftinatioa 

(where- 
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(wherein doubtlefs nature hath her fharc) 
may probably be increafed by the fame 
means; but this is an imputation laid 
upon many other great minifters, who, 
like men under toa heavy a load,- .let fall 
that which is of the leaft confequence, and 
go back ta fetch it when their (houlders 
are free 5 for time is often g^ned; as- well 
as loft, by delay, which at worft is a fault 
on the fecurer fide. Neither probably is 
this minifter.anfwerable for half the cla- 
mour raifed againft him upon that irti- 
cle: his endeavours are wholly turned 
upon the general welfere of his country, 
but perhaps with too little regard to that 
of particular perfons, which renders him 
lefs amiable, than he would otherwife have 
been frona the goodnefs of his humour, 
and agreeable converfation in a private 
capacity, arid with few dependcrs. Yet 
fome allowance may perhaps be given to 
this failing, which is one of the greateft 
he hath, fince he cannot be more carelefs 
of other men's fortunes tiban he is of his 

own. 
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own. He is mafter of a very great and 
faithful memory, which is of mighty ufe 
in the management of publick affairs > 
and I believe there are few examples to 

' • - < . ' * ..." i 

be produced in any ag^, of a perlbn who 
hath pafled through fo many emjp|oyr 
ments in the ftate, endowed with a g;reat 
Ihare, both of divine aad hum^ learn- 

I am peffuaded that fbreigner^^ as well 
as thofe at Ijome, who live too remote 
from the Tqene of bufinefs to be rightly, 
informed, will not be difpleafed with this 
account of a perfon, who in the fpace pf . 
two years, hath been fo highly inftrumen- 
tal in changing the face of affairs in £«-» 
ropey and hath deferv^ fo well of his own^ 
prince and country. 

In that perplexed condition of .the pub-* 
lick debts, which I have already de- 
icribed, this minifler was brought into 
the Treafury and Exchequer, and had the 
chief diredlion of affairs. His iirft re-' 
guladon was that of exchequer bills, 

which^ 
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! Which, to die great difcouragement of 
publick credit, and fcandal to the 
crown, were three /^r cent, left in value 
than the fums fpecificd in them. The- 
prefentTrcafurcr, being then chancellor of 
the Exchequer, procufid'an ad of parlia- 
ment, by which the Bank of England 
(hould be obhged, in confidcratiQn of 
forty-five thoufand pounds, to accept, and 
circulate thofe bills without any difcount. f 
\ He then proceeded to ftop the depreda- 
; tions of thofe who dealt in remittances of 
^ money to the army, who, by unheard-of 
; exadions in that kind of traffick, had 
amaffed prodigious wealth at the publick 
, coft,^ to which the Earl of Godolphin 
had given too much way, * pojjibly by 
negleSi 5 for I think he cannot be accujed 
of corruption. 

But the new Treafurer's chief concern 
was toreftore the credit of the natiqp, by 
finding fom? fettlement for unprovided 
debts, amounting in the whole to ten mil- 

* Added in the authoi's own hand-writing. 

' , ' ' N lions. 
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lions> which hung on the publick a^a 
load equally heavy and dii^racefuU with* 
out any pirofped of being removed, and 
which former minifters never had the care 
or courage to infped. He refolved to go 
at once to the bottom of this evil ; and 
having computed and fummcd up the 
debt of the navy, and vidualling, ordi- 
nance, and tranfport of the army, and 
tranfport debentures made out, for the 
fcrvice of the laft war, of the general 
mortgage-tallies for the year One thouland 
feven hundred and ten, and fome other 
deficiencies, he then found out a fund of 
intereft fufficient to anfwer all this, which, 
being applied to other ufes, could not 
raife prefent money for the war, but in a 
very few years would clear the debt it 
was engaged for. The intermediate ac- 
cruing interfeft was to be paid by the Trea- 
furer of the navy ; and, as a farther ad- 
vantage to the creditors, they fliould be 
cre<fted into a company for trading to the 
South-fcas, and for encouragement of 

' fiih- 
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fifhcry. When all this was fully pre- 
pared and dige^led, he made a motion in 
the houfe of Commons (who deferred 
extremely to hiii judgment and abilities) 
f^ pi)^ng the debts of the Navj^, and 
Other unprovided deficiencies, without 
entering into particulars, which was im- 
mediately voted. But a fuddcn ftop was 
piilf to this affair by an imforefeen acci- 
4^nt. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(which was then his title) being flabbed' 
\Vith a penknife, the following day, at the 
Cockpit, in the niidA of a dozen lords of 
die council, by the Sieur d£ Guiscard, 
a: French papifl; the circumflances of 
which fad being not within the compafs 
of this hiflory, I fhall only obferve, that 
after two months confinement, and fre- 
quent danger of his life, he returned to 
his feat in parliament*. 

The overtures made by this minifter, 
of paying fo vaft a debt, under the pref^ 

-• Sec the particiilar acttmnt in the Examiner. 

N 2 f^rcs 
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fares of a long war, and the difficulty of 
finding fupplics for -continuing it, w^s, 
during the time of his illnefe, ridituled 
by his enemies as an impradlicable arid 
vifionary projeft : and when, upon his re- - 
turn to the houfc, he had explained his 
propofal, the very proprietors of the debt 
were, many of them, prevailed on to op- 
pofe it} although' the obtaining this trade, 
either through Old Spain^ or direSly to 
the Spanijh Weft-Indies, had been one 
principal end ,we aimed at by this war.. ' 
However, the bill pafled; and, as an im- 
mediate confequence, the Naval bills rofe 
to about twenty per cent, nor laever fell /^ 
within ten of their difcouht. Another 
^ good effe<5t of this work appeared by the 
parliamentary lotteries, which have been, 
fmce ered^ed/ The laft of that kind, 
under the former miniftry, was eleven 
weeks in filling ; . whereas the firflj:, under 
the prefcnt, was filled in a very few hours, 
although it coft the government lefs^ and 
the otbers,-which followed, were full be- 
fore 
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fore the ads concerning them could pais. 
And to prevent, irtcumbranccs of this kind 
from growing for the-futy^pf^, he tools, care, 
by the utmoft parfimony, qr^by fufpend- 
ing payments, whrre they feemed lefs to 
prefs, that all ftores for the Navy (hould 
be bought with ready money i by which 
cent per cent., hath beenfaved in that 
mighty article <rf our expence, as lyill 
aj^ear from an account taken at the Vic-* 
tualling^office on the ninth of Auguft^ 
One thoufand feven hundred and twelve. 
And the payment qf the intcreft was 
lefs a burthen upon the Navy^ by the 
ftores being bought at fo cheap a 
rate. ; 

It might look inviduous to enter into 
farther particulars upon this head, but of 
fmaller moment. What I ha,ve above re- 
lated, may ferve to {hew in how. ill a con- 
dition the kingdom ftood^ with relation 
to its debts, by tlie corruption as well as 
negligence of former management ; and 
what prudent; cffedual ineafures have 
N 3 fincc 
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iilice beea takien to provide for pld in^ 
cumbrahces, and hinder the runnipg i^tp 
new. This niay be fufficient for the inT 
formation of the reader, perhaps alrfa^y 
tireid wUh a fubjedl fo little entertaining 
as that of accounts: I (hall therefore now 
return to relate fotne of the principal matr 
ter§ th^tpaflqd in parliament, during this 

feflion. 

-*. - ^ . . 

Upon the eighteenth of January the. ^ 
hpufe of lyords fent down a bill |:(> the. 
Commons, for fixing the precedence ©f 
the Hanover family, which probably 
had been forgot in the a^ for fettling th^ 
fuocefiion of the crown. That of Hinry . 
VIIL which ^ives the rank to prince? of 
the blood, carries it no farther 'than to 
nephews, nieces^ and ^and-children of 
the crown; by virtue pf tvhich the Prin-r 
cefs Sophia is a princefs of the blood, as 
niece to King Charli;^ L pf England, 
and precedes accordingly; but this pri-, 

vilege doth 'Jiot defcend to' her ion the 

' ^ • /** . 

Ele(3J9r, or. the Elqaxtfd Prince. To 

fuppljr 
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fupply which defciftj lahd pay a comi^f- 
ihent t(V the prefumptive hdrs of the 
crown, this bill, as appeareth by thfe 
preamble, Was rccoirtmended by her Ma- 
jelly to the houfe of Lords 5 which thfe 
Commons, td (hew their zeal for every 
thiiig that might be thought to concern 
the intereft or honour of that illuftrious 
family, ordered to be read thriqe, and 
palled nemine contradicente^ arid returned 
to the Lords, without any amendment, on 
the very day it was fent down. 

But the houfe feetiied to have nothing 
more at healt than a Arid inquiry into 
the ilatfe of the taation, wkh relpedt to ^ 
foreign alliances. Some difcourfes had 
bfeen publilhed in print, about the begin- 
ning of the feffion, boldly complaining 
of certain articles in the Barrier-treaty, 
concluded about three years fince by the 
Lord VifcouritTowNSENi), between Great 
Britain and , the States General 5 and 
fheWing, in many particulars, the utiequal 
condudt of thefe powers in ou# allkirice^ 
N 4 m 
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in furniQiin^ th,eir quotas and fupplkj4 
It was affertcd by th^fan^p wfiterg,'' That 
'* thde hardiliips, put upon Englandy had 
" been countienanced arjtd encoutaged by 
<^ a party here at hopie, in order to pre^ 
<* ferve their ppwer^, whifh could be no 
*^ other wife maintained than by contit 
" nuing the wai;, as well, as by hqr Ma*- 
*' jefty's general abroad, upon account of 
*5 his own peculiar intereft anij grap^ 
«^ dear.*' Thefe loud accufations Ipreaci' 
ing thenifelves throughout the kingdom, 
delivered in fadls 'dire<^ly charged, add 
thought, whether true or not, to be but 
weakly confuted, had fufficiently prepared 
the minds of the people; and, by putting 
arguments into every body's qiouth, had 
filled the town and country wxtl> contro-r 
verfies, both in writing and difcourfe. 
The point appeared to be of great con- 
fequcnce, whether the war continued or 
not : for, in the former cafe, it was ne-r 
ceffary that the allies fhould be brought 
tP a more equal regulation ; and that th? 
. ^ States 
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States ia particular, for whom her Ma* 
jefty had done fuch great things, fliould 
explain and c6m&^ thofc articles in the 
Barrier-treaty which were prejudicial to 
Britain; and, in either cafe, it was fit the 
people fhould have at leaft the fatisfaftion 
of knowing by whofe counfels", and for 
what defigns, they had been fo hardly 
treated. 

In order to this great inquiry, the Bar- 
rier-treaty, with all other treaties and 
agreements entered into between her M a- 
jcfty and her allies, during the prcfent 
war, . For the raifing and augmenting the 
proportions for the fervice thereof, were, 
by the Queen's diredrions, laid before the 
houfe. 

Several refolutions were drawn up, and 
reported at differejit times, upon the dc- 
ficiencieii of the allies in furnifliing their 
quofas,' upon certain articles in the Bar- 
rier-treaty, and upon the ftate of the war; 
by all which it appeared, that whatever 
had been charged by publick difcourfes in 
3 print 
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print againft die late tniniftry, and the 
condu<a of thfc alHes, wa4 mudi left than 
th« tf udi. Upon rfiefc rcfblutiofas (by one 
of which the Lord VlfcoutiC Tow«rs:eND, 
who negotiated and figncd the Barrier-^ 
treaty, was declared an enemy to the 
Queeii^^fid kingdom), and upon fottie 
farther direftions to the committee, a re- 
prefentation was formed; and foon aftet 
the Commons in a body prefented it to 
the Queen, the endeavours of the adtrerfe 
party not prevsuling to have k recom* 
mitted* 

This reprefentatiori (fiippctfed to be the 
work of Sir Thomas Hanmer*s pen) is 
written with much energy andfpirit, and 
will' be a very ufcfol authentick record, 
for the afllftance of thofe who at any time 
fhall undertake to wrife the Hiftbry of 
the prefent times. 

I did intend, for brevity fake, to have 
given the reader only an abftraft of it j 
but, upon trial, found myfcir unequal to ' 
fuch a taik> without injunng fo excellent 
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apjeoc. . An4 although I think hiftorical 
rfl^tioos are but 111 patchc^d up with long 
tr^nfcripts already printed, which, upon 
that .^ccount^ Ihavc hitb^irtq avoided; yet 
this being the fum of f4l debater and re* 
fokijtions of the- houie of Commons in 
that great si£Fair of the war, I conceived it 
coyld not be well omitted. 

" Moft gracious Sovereign, 

** We y<mr Majefty*d moft dutiful and 
" loyal fut]^ed:s, the Commons of Great 
^^ Britain in parliament affembled, having 
" nothing fo much at heart, as to enable 
^^your M^efty to bring this long and ex- 
'^ penfive war to an honourable and haf^y 
^' conchifion, have taken it into our moft 
*^ ierious confideration, how the neceiiary 
^^ flipplies to be provided by us may be' 
'^ heft applied, and how the commdn 
" caufe may in the moft eifedual manner 
" be carried on, by the united force of 
" the whole confederacy ^ we have 
"thought .ourfelves obliged, in duty to 

"your 
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** yonr Majcfty, ^nd in difch^tge' of the 
** truft repoicd in us, to inquire into the 
♦* traeftate of the war, in all its parts, wc 
.^hai^e examined ivhut ftipulatiocts ha^ft 
♦* been entered into fcelwec» y6cH> Ma- 
" jefty and your allies j 4nd hxfw^hr fbdh 
*< engagements ha^e on cofeh fide b^eA 
*^ made good. We hav€^*6nfidered thd 
** diflTerent intcrefts which the confede- 
*' rates ha^e in the facceft of Ais warV 
♦* and the different (hares they have CDn- 
.♦* tfibutqd to its fuppefrt : vre have with 
^ our utmoil care and diligeuce cndea-^ 
** i^oured to difcaver the nature, extent, 
** and charge of it, to' the end> thai by 
^ Goniparing tl>e weight thereof Avithotrt- 
^ own ftrength, -we miglu adapt the one 
*^ to. the other in fuch meafure, as ncithei* 
*'' to continue your Majefty's fabjtedts tm- 
^der a heavier burthen, than* in rcafbn 
^ and juftice they ought to bear ; nor de- 
^ ceive your Majefty, your allies, and our- 

^^ felves, by undertaking nxore than the; 
\ **^natioa 
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*' nation in its prefect circucnlJ^aaQes is 
** able to perform. 

^* Your Mjyefty has* been graciouflf 
^^ pleaied) upon our humble applications^ 
"^^ to order ibch materials to belaid before 
^ us, as have furniihed m with the necel^ 
** fary information upoa the particuJUrs 

we haVjC inquired into ^ and whep wc 
*^ fliall have laid before your Majefty our 
** obfervations^ and humble advice upon 
•Vthis ' fubjc^, we promife to Qurfclvcs 
** this happy fruit from It, that if your 
*^ Majefty s. generous and good purpofes, 
** for the procuring a fafc and laftingpcace, 
** ihould, through the obftinacy of the 
** enemy, or by any other meaiis^ be un^ 
•' happily defeated, a true Jknpwledge^and 
** underftanding of the. paft condu<Sl of the 
" war will be the bcft foundation for a 
^* more frugal and equal management of 
^' it/or the time to come. 

*' In order to take the. more perfect 
"view of what '.we propofcd, and that 
*y we might be xible to fet the whole bc- 

•* fore 
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•* fore your Majefty in a true light, W 
" have thought it neceflfery to go back to 
*• the beginning oF the war, and beg leave 
^ to obfcive the motives and rcafons, 
« upon which his late Majefty Kmg Wil- 
. ** LiAM firft engaged in it. The trcity 
*^ of the Grand Alliance, exjilains thdfe 
" reafohs to be for the fuppbrtihg the pre- 
***tenfions of his Imperial Majefty, thfen 
*^ aftually engaged in a war with the 
** French King, who had ufurped the in- 
*^ tire Spanijb monarchy for his.grandfon 
" the Duke of An jou J and for the aflift- 
" ing the States General, who, by the lofs 
" of their barrier againft France^ were 
" then in the famie, or a more dangcrbus 
" condition, than if they were actually 
** invaded. As thefe were the juft arid 
*^ neceflary motives for undertaking this 
" war, fo the ends propofed to be ob- 
" tamed by it, were equally wife and 
"honourable ; for as they are fet forth in 
"the eighth article, of the fame treaty, 
""they appear to have been the procuring 
2 " tf a 
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an equitable and reafonahle fatisfoBion 
to bis Imperiai Majefiy^ and fufficitnt 
fecurities for the dominionsy prcvincesj 
** navigation y and commerce of. the King of 
^^ Great Britain, and the States General^ 
** and the making effeSual previftmj that 
** the two kingdoms of France and Spain 
^Jbould never be united under the fame go^ 
** vernment i and particularly, that the 
" Fr^«cA fliould never get. into the pof- 
^' feffion of tbe Sfatiijb Weft Indies, or 
^^ be permitted to fail thither, upon the 
** account erf" traffick, or under any prc- 
** tenco whatfoever; and laftly, the fe- 
** 'curing to the fuhjefts of the King of 
*^ Great Britain^ and the States General, 
^* all the fakne privileges, and rights of 
conunerce, throughout the whole do- 
minions of Spain J as they enjoyed before 
the death of Charles the lid. King of 
Spain^ by virtue of any treaty, agree- 
*Vment, or cuftom, or ariy other wa^ 
^* whatfoever. For the obtaining thefc 
" ends, the three confederated powers 

"en- 
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^' engaged to aflift one another with their 
^* whole force, according to fuch propor- 
'^ Uons as fhould be fpecified in a parti^ 
" cular convention, afterwards to b^ naade 
" for that purpofe : we do not find that 
" any fuch CQnvention was ever ratified y 
" but it appears, that there was in agree- 
" ment concluded, which, by common 
" confent, was underftood to be binding 
" upon each party refpedively, and ac* 
" cording to which . the proportions of 
" Great Britain were from the beginning 
" regulated and founded^ The terms of 
** that agreement were, That for the fer- 
** vice at land, his Imperial Majefly ihould 
" furnifli ninety thoufand^ men, the King 
" of Great Britain forty thoufand, and 
" the States General one hiw^4^ed and two 
*.* thoufandj of which there were forty- 
*^ two thoufand intended to fupply their 
** garrifons, and .fixty thoufand tQ aft 
** againft the common enemy in the field; 
*' and with regard to the operations of the 
*^ war at fea, they were agreed to be per- 

' ' " formed 
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** formed jointly hy Great Britain and 
*^ the States General, the quota of (hips 
^* to be furniihed for that fervlce feeing 
^ ** ilve eighths- ontht part of Great Bri- 
** tain, and three eighths oft the part of 
^'^ the States Geriefal. 

^* Upon this foot, the war "began in the 
**^ year One thoufamd feven hundred and 
^* two, at which time the whole yearly 
•^ expence of it to Engl/tnJ amounted to 
** three millions, feven hundred, and fix 
'** thoufand four hundred nihety-four 
^* pounds ; a very great charge, as it was 
**' thfin thought by your Majefty's fubjedts, 
'* after the fhort interval of eafe they had 
** enjoyed from the burden of the former 
^ war,' b\it yet a very moderate propor- 
** tiori, in fomparifon with the load which 
^ hath firice been laid upon them : for it 
** appears, by eftimates given in to youjf 
** Commons, that the fums neceflary to 
carry on the fervice for this prefent 
year, in the fame manner as it was per- 
** formed the laft year^ amount to more 
O . " than 
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"than fix millions nine hundred anti 
" fixty thoufand pounds, befides intereft 
" for the publick debts, and the deficien- 
" cies accruing the laft year, which two 
^* articles require one million one hun- 
*• drcd and forty-three thoufand pounds 
*" more: fo that the whole demands upon 
*^ your Commons are arifen to more than 
" eight millions for the prefent annual 
" fupply. We know your Majefty's tcn- 
" der regard for the welfare of your 
^* people, will make it uneafy to you to 
^^ hear of fo great a preiTure as this upon 
*' them ; arid as we are affured, it will 
" fully convince your Majefty of the ner 
*' ceflity of our prefent inquiry -, fo we 
" beg leave to reprefent to you, from 
^* what caufes, and by what fteps, this 
*^ immenfe charge appears to have grown 
*^ upon us, 

" The fervice at fea, as it has been very 
'* large and extenfive in itfelf, £b it has 
** been carried on, through the whol^ 
^* courfe of the war, in a manner highly 

"difad- 
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^^ difadvantageous to your Majefty and 
" your kingdom : for the ncceffity of* 
*^ affairs requiring that great flfeets fhould 
" be fitted out every year^ as well for the 
*' maintaining a fuperiority ih the Medi^ 
*' terranedn^ as for dppofing any force 
" which the enefny might prepare, either 
" at Dunkirk^ or in the ports of Weji 
^* France^ your Majefty's example and 
*' readinefs in fitting oiit your proportion 
" of (hipsj for all parts of thiat fervice, 
" have been fo far from prevailing with 
*^ the States General to keep pace with 
" you, that they have been deficient every 
*' year to a great degree, in proportion to 
*^ what your Majefly hath furnifhed * 
" fometinies no lefs than two thirds, and 
" generally more than half of their quota: 
'^ from . hence your Majefty has been 
*^ obliged, for the preventing difippoint^ 
^* ments in' the moft preffing fervicq, to 
" fupply thofe deficiencies by additional 
*' reinforcements of , your own fhips 5 nor 
Y hath the fingle increafe of fuch a charg< 
O 2 " been 
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" been the only ill confcqucncc that at*^ 
" tended it ; for by this means the debt oi 
^< the navy hath been inhanced^ fo that 
" the difcoiinte arifing upon the credit of 
" it have aiFefted all other parts of the 
*'^ fervice, from the fanaecaufe. Your 
*' Majefty's (hips of war have been forced 
•* in greater numbers to continue in re- 
^ mote fea9> and at unieafonable ti'mes of 
♦* the year, to the great damage and de- 
" cay of the Britijh navy. This alfo hath 
^ been the occafion that your Majeft)^ 
•»* hath been ftrcightencd in your convoys 
•• for trade; your coafts have been ex- 
^ pofed, for want of a fufficient number 
" of cruifcrs to guard them; and you have 
" been difabled from annoying the enemy, 
" in their moft bene£krial commerce with 
" the Weji Indies^ from whence they re- 
« ceived thofe vaft fupplies of trcafure; 
" without which they couM not h'ave 
** fupported the expences of this war/ 

. " That part of die war which hath 
^ been carried on in Flanders^ was at firft 

" imme- 
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** inamcdiately neceiTary to the Security of 
** the ^ States General, and hath fiiKe 
^ brought them great acqoificions, both 
** of revenue and dominion ; yet even 
*f there the origtoifil proportiont have been 
" departed from, and, during the courfe 
** of the war, have been finking by de- 
*' grees on the|)aTtof Holland-, fo that m 
*^ this laft year, Vit find the number; in 
"which they fell fiiort of their throe 
*v fifths, to your Majefty's two fifths, have 
*' been twenty thoufand . eight hundred 
*' and thirty^feven men : we are not un- 
" mindful, that in the year One thoufand 
^f fev^n hundred and three, a treaty was 
V made between the two nations, for a 
"joint augmentation of twenty thpufand 
" m^xiy wherein the proportions were va- 
" ried, and England confented to take 
" half upon itfclf. But it having been 
" annexed as an exprefs condition to the 
" grant of the faid augnjientation in patv- 
" liamcnt, that the States General fliould 
/* prohibit ajl trade and commerce with 
O 3 " FrancCy 
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<' France^ and that condition having no| 
^' been performed by them, the Com-r 
*• mons think it rcafonable, that the firft 
*' rule of three to two ought to have 
^* taken place agjtin, a^^well in that a$ in 
** other fubfequent augmentations, mors 
" efpecially when thay confider, that the 
^i revenues of thofe rich provinces which 
^* have been conquered, would, if they? 
^* were duly applied, maintain a, great 
*' number of new additional forces againft 
** the common enemy j notwithftanding 
<* which, the States General have raife4 
^* none upon that account, but make ufe 
^* of thofe freih fupplies of money,, only to 
?' eafe thcmfelves in the charge of ?heif 
^' firft eftablifhed quota, 

" As in the progrefs of the war in Flan^ ' 
" dersy a difproportion was foon created 
^* to the prejudice of England 'y fo the 
^^ very beginning of the war in Portugal^, 
*' brought an unequal fhare of burxien 
" upon us 5 for although the Emperor 
5^ ^nd the States General were equally 
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*' parties with your Majcfty in the treaty 
** with the King oi Portugal^ yet the Em- 
*^ peror neither furnifhing his third part 
^* of, the troops and fubfidies ftipulated 
" for, nor the Dutch confenting to take 
^* an eqCial fhare of his Imperial M ajefty's 
^^ dfifed upon ' themfelves, your Majefty 
^^hath been obliged to furnifti two thirds 
" of the intire expence created by that 
^* fcrvice. Nor has the inequality flopped 
^* there 5 for ever fince the year One thou- 
^^ fand feven hundred and fix, when the 
'^* Englijh and Dutch forces marched out 
" oi Portugal into Cqftiley the States Ge- 
" neral have intirely abandoned the war 
" in Portugal, and left your Majefty to 
" prdfecute it fingly at your own charge, 
" which you have accordingly done, by 
** replacing a greater number of troops 
^^ there, than even at firft you took upon 
" you to provide. At the fame time your 
'* Majefty's generous endeavours for the 
*• fupport and defence of the King of 
^^ Portugal i have been but ill feconded by 
\0 4 ^'that 
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** that prince himfelf ; for ilotwithftawt* 
^* ing tliat by his treaty he had obliged 
*' himfelf to ftirnifh twelve tboufand foot,^ 
^* and three thoufand horfe, upon his own 
" account, befides eleven thoufand footi 
^* and twQ thoufapd horft nacre, in pon-^ 
** fideratbn of a fobfidypaid him; jcet, 
♦* according to the beft mformation your 
f^ commons can jprocuK;, it appears, that 
*' he hath fcarce at any time furmfhe^ 
^^ thirteeri tboufand picn in the whole. 

** In Spain the war hath been yet more 
** unequal, and burdenfome ta your Ma4 
«* jefty, than in any other branch of it j 
.^^for being commenced* without any 
^* treaty whatfoever, the allies have at- 
^* moft wholly declined taking any part of 
^^ it upon themfelvea. A fmall body of 
^* Englijb and Dutch troops were fent thi- 
f ' ther in the year One tlioufand feven 
^^ hundred and five, not as being diought 
^* fufficient to fupport a regular wftr, or to 
^^ make the conqueft of fo large a coun- 
^^ try; but witji a view only of affi/Hng 

"the 
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the Spaniards to fct King Charles 
upon the thrani?; occafioncd by tlic 
^Vgrqat afiurances which w/crc given of 
^^ their inclinations to. the houfeofAus- 
"tbiia: but this cxpciStation failing, 
" England was infcafibly drawn into aii 
" eftabliihed . war, under all the difad- 
^^ vantages of the diftance of the place, 
^^ and the feeble efforts of the other allies. 
" The account we . have to lay before 
** your Majefty, upon this head, is^ that 
^^ although the undertaking was entered 
" upon at the particplar and earneft re- 
^^ queft of the Imperial , court, and for a 
" caufe of ho left impcMtance and concern 
"to them, than the reducing the Spanijh 
^ monafchy to the houfe of Austria ; 
*' yet neither the late Emperors, nor his 
** prefent Imperial Majefly, have ever 
*^ had any forces there on their account, 
^^ till the laft. year; and then, only one 
^* regiment of foot, confifting of two 
<* thoufand men. Though the States Ge- 
^ Bcral have contributed fomething more 

" tQ 
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^' to this fcrvicc, yet their (hare alfo hath 
** been inconfiderablc ; for in the fpacfe of 
" four years, from One thoufand feven 
" hundred and five, to One thoufand fcvcn 
" hundred and eight, both inclufive, all 
^^ the forces they have iibnt Into that 
f ' country have not exceeded twelve thou- 
*^ fand two hundred menj and from the 
« year One thoufand iibven hundred and 
♦* eight to this time, they have not fent 
«* any forces or recruits whatfoever. To 
" your .Majefty's care and charge, the re^ 
^^covery of that kingdom hath been in a. 
^* manner whoUy left, as if none elfe 
** wereinterefted or concerned in it. And 
^^ the forces which your Majefty^ hath 
^*^ fent into S^ahy in the fpace of feven 
<* years, from One thouland feven hun- 
♦' dred and five, to One thpufand feven 
'* hundred and eleven, both inclufive, 
<* have amounted tO; no lefs than fifty- 
y feven thoufand jii(»e huttdred feventy- 
<f three men, befides thirteen battalions 
\^ and eighteen fquadrops, fpr which yqur 
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^* Majefty hath paid a fubfidy to the Em- 
*^ peror. 

*' How great the eftabliflied cxpencc of 
^ a number of men hath been, your Ma- 
*' )cf):Y very well knows, and your Com- 
5^ mons very fenfibly feel ; but the weight 
^* will be found much greater, when it is 
^^ confidcred how many heavy articles of 
^\ ufiufual and ejptraordinary charge have 
?* attended this remote and difficult fer-i 
*' vice, all which have been entirely de-r ' 
** frayed by your Majefly, except that one 
f* of trpnfporting the few forces, whicl^ 
f* were fent by the States General, and the 
" viftualling of them during their tranP 
^* portation only. The accounts delivered 
«' to your Commons fhew, that the charge 
*^ of your Majefty's (hips and veffels, em- 
^* ployed in the fervice of the war in Spain 
** and' Portugal J reckoned after the rate 
f * of four pounds a man per month, from 
*^ the time they failed from hence, till 
^* they returned, ^ere loft, or put upon 
<f other fervices, hath amounted to fix 

'^ mil^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



104 HISTORY or the FOUR 

** millions five hundred forty thoufand 
" nine hundred and fixty-fix pounds four- 
" teen (hillings : the charge of tranfports 
" on the part of Great Britain^ for carry- 
" ing on the w^r in Spain and Portugal^ 
«' from the beginning df it till this timei 
*• hath amounted to one million three 
*5 hundred thirty-fix thoufand fevcn bun*. 
** dried and nineteen pounds, nineteen 
^* fhiinngs, and eleven-pence ; that of 
** victualling land-forces for the fame fer- 
** vice, to five hundred eighty-three thou* 
•• fand feveh hundred and fevcnty pounds, 
••eight {hillings, and fix-pence s and that 
" of contingencies, and other extraordina* 
** ries fpr the fame fervice, to one millibn 
** eight hundred forty thoufand three hun-. 
^ dred and fifty-three pounds. 

^' We fliould take notice to your Ma- 
•* jefty of feveral fums paid upon account 
*' of contingencies, and extraordinaries ift 
*• FlanderSy making together the fum df 
♦* one million one hundred fevcn thou- 
^^ fand and ninety-fix pounds: but wc 

^' ar0 
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" .arc not able to make any comparifbn of 
"thcai, with what thcStatesGcneral have 
'* expended upon the fame head, having 
" no fuch ftate of their extraordinary 
*^ charge before us. There remains there- 
'^fore but onQ particular more for your. 
" Majefty's obfervaticni, which arifes from 
" the fahfidies paid to foreign princes. 
" Thefe, at: the beginning of jhc war, 
^ were borate in equal proportion by your 
*' Majefty, and the States General ; but in 
^/ this inftance alfo, the balance hath been 
*/ .cafl in prejudice of your Majefty : for 
" it appears, that your Majefty hath finco 
" advanced more than your equal propor*- 
y tion^, three millions one hundred and 
** fifty-five thoufand crowns, befides ex-? 
" traordinaries paid in Italy y and not 'mr> 
" eluded in any of the foregoing articles, 
" which arife to five hundred thirty-nine 
" thoufand five hundred and fifty-three 
" pounds. • . 

" We have laid thefe feveral particulars 
" before your Majefty in the fhorteft man-» 
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^ ner we have been able ; and by an cS^ 
•* timate grounded on the'preceding facts', 
** it docs appear, that over and above thcf 
** quotas on the part of Great Britairty. 
^ anfwering to thofe contributed by your 
" allies, more than nineteen millions havfe' 
•* been expended by your Majefty, during- 
*^ the courfe of this war, by way of fur- 
•* plufage, or exceeding in balance, of 
" which none of the confederates havcf 
^ furnifhcd any thing whatlbever. 

*' It is With very great concern, that we 
" find fo much oecafion given us,to reprcfent 
** how ill an ufe hath been made of your 
^' Majefty's and your fiibjedts zeal for the 
" common caufe ; that the intereft of that 
" caufe hath not been proportipnably pro- 
" moted by it, but others only have been 
•* eafed at your Majefty's add your fub- 
" jefts coft, and have been connived at, in 
** laying their part of the burthen uport 
" this kingdom, although they have upon 
'* all accounts been equally, and in moft 
•' rcfpefts, much more nearly concerned 

" than 
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** than Britain in the iffue of the war. 
" We are perfuaded your Majefty will 
" think it pardonable in us, with fome 
" refentment to complain of the little re-» 
" gard, which fome of diofe, whom your 
" Majefly of late years intrufted, have 
" (hewn to the interefts of their country,- 
" ingiving way, at leaft, to fuch unrea-^ 
" fonable impofitions upon it^ if not in 
"fome meafure contriving them. The 
" courfe of which impofitions hath been 
" fo fingular and extraordinary, that the 
*^ more the wealth of this nation hath 
** been exhaufted, and the more your Ma-^ 
" jefty's arms have been attended with 
" fuccefs, the heavier bath been the bur* 
" then laid upon us ; whilft on the other 
" hand, the more vigorous your JVIajefty's 
"efforts have been, and the greater the 
" advantages which have redounded thence 
" to your allies, the more thofe allies have 
" abated in their (hare of the expence. 

" At the firftentrance into this war, the 

" Commons were induced to exert them-* 

I *^ felves 
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" fdves in the extraordinaty manner they 
** did; and to ^rant fuch large fapplies, as 
•* had been unknown to former ages, in 
** hopes thereby .to prevent the miichief$ 
•* of a lingering war, and to bring that, 
•^ in which they were neceflarily engaged, 
" to a fpcedy conclusion 5 but they have 
** been very unhappy in the event, whilfl 
" they have fo much reafon to fufpeft,^ 
** that what was intended to (horten the 
" war, hath proved the very caufe of its 
" long continuance ; for thofe, to whom 
^ the profits pf it have accrued, have not 
*• been difpofed eafily to. forego them. 
*' Aad your Majefty will from thence 
^' difcern fhe true reajofij ivbyja many have 
** delighted in a war^ which 'brought in fa 
*' rich an harveji yearly fr^m Great Bri- 
" tain, 

'*We are far from deiiring, as Wc 
** know your Majcfty wiH be from con-^ 
*' Ciuding any peace, but upon fafe and 
" honourable terms ; and we are far from 
" intending to excufe ourfdves from raifing 
A **all 
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'* all neccffary and poffible fupplies, for an 
" efFecaual profecution of the war, till fuch 
*' a peace can be obtained : all that your 
** faithful Goromons aim at, all that they 
" wiih, is an equal concurrence from the 
*' other powers, engaged in alliance with 
** your Majefty ; and a juft application of 
** what hath been already gained from 
"the enemy, towards promo,ting the 
" common caufe. Sevefal large countries 
" and territories have been reftored to the 
^* houfe of Aufiriay fuch as the kingdom 
** of Naples^ the dutchy of Milaky and 
" other places in Italy ; others have been- 
" conqupred, and added to their domi- 
" nions, as the two eledtorates of Bavaria 
" and Cologny the dutchy oiMantua^ and 
** the biflioprick of Liege 5 thefe having 
** been reduced in great meafure by our 
" blood and treafure, may, we hiimbly 
** conceive, with great reafon, be claimed 
^* to come in aid towards carrying on the 
" war in Spain. And therefore we make 
;* it our earneft requeft to your Majefty, 

P *'that 
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" that you. will give inftru^ons to yoar 
♦^minifters, to infift with the Emperor, 
^* that the revenues of thoiie feveral places, 
** excepting only fuch a portion theireof m 
" is neceflary for their deface, be a£lually 
^' fo applied : and as. to the other parts of 
^ the war, to which your Majefty hzlh 
*' obliged yourfelf by particular treaties to 
" contribute, we humbly befeech your 
*' Majefty, &a^ you wiU be pleafed to 
take efieftuar care, that your allies do 
perform their parts itipul^ted by thoie 
treaties > and that your Majefty will, for 
^ the future, no otherwife fumifh troops, 
*' or pay fubfidies, than in proportion to 
^^ what your allies ffaa[U aSiually furfiiiH 
^^ and pay : when this juftice is done to 
♦* your Majefty, and to your people, therd 
" is nothing whidi your Commons will 
♦*nc*chearfully grant, towards £uppor^g 
"your Majefty in the caufe in which yoii 
^*^^re engaged. And whatever £k^^ 
•^ fhall* appear to be t^ceflary for carry- 
*<^ing on the war; either atfea oriand, we 
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. ^' will cfFcdkually enable your Majefty to 
" bear your reafonable fliarc of any fuch 
" cxpence, and wHl Iparfc nb fupplies 
*' which your fubjcds iare able> with dicif 
^' utmoft efforts to afford. 

*^ After having enquired into, ftnd con«^ 
** fidcred the ftate of the war, in whidi 
■*^the part yotirMajefty has borne, ap* 
•* pears to have been* not only fuperiw to 
** th« of any one ally, but cvox equal to 
^* that of the whole confederacy ; yout 
" donlmons naturally inclined to hope^ 
** that they ftiould find care had been 
**'takeir of fccuring fome p^articular ad^ 
" vantages to Britain^ in the terms <^ a 
^' future peace ; fuch as might afford a 
<' profpedt of making the nation amends^ 
**^in time, for that immenfe treafurc 
** which has been expcndcdi and thoic 
^* heavy debts which have been contrad;* 
^« cd, in the courfe of fo Ip^g and bur- 
** thenfome a war. this reafonable ex- 
•=« pcdation could no way have been better 
'^Vonfwcred,. than by fpme prQviiwn made 
Pa '* for 
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'" for the Further fecurity, and the great 
** tmpipvement of the commerce oi Great 
'* Britain ; but we find ourfelves fo very 
** far difappointed in thefc hopes, that in a 
" treaty not long fince concluded between 
** your Majeliy and the States General, 
** under a colour of a rnutual guarantee, 
" given for two points of the greateft im- 
^^portance toboth nations,, the fucceffion, 
*^ and the barrier j it appears, the intereft 
** of Great Britain hath, been not only 
" negled:ed, but facrificed j 'and that fe- 
** veral articles in the faid treaty,, arc de-^ 
^^ ftru(5bive to the trade and welfkrc of this 
" kingdom, and therefore highly difha- 
** nourable to your Majefty. 

"Your Commons dbferve, in- the firfl 
" place, that feveral towns and places are, 
^^ by virtue of this treaty, to be put into 
*' the hands of the States General, parti- 
** cularly Newport, Dendermond'y and* the 
*' caftle of G^i?;?/^, which can in no fenfe 
*' be looked upon as at part of a barrier 
** againft France^ but being the 'keys of 

"the 
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^^ih^ Netherlands towards Britain^ muft 
" make the trade of ygur Majefty's fub- 
" jedis in thofe parts precarious, and when- 
" e\rer'the States think fit, totally exclude 
** them from it Th6 pretended neceffity 
*' o£ putting thefe places into the hands 
*' of the States^ General, in order to (e- 
** cure to thjBOi a communication with 
* ■ their barrier, miift appear vain and 
^ groundiefs ; for the fovereignty of the 
^* Low Countries being not to remai>n to 
'* an enemy, but tp a friend and an ally, 
** that communication muft be always fe- 
*< rcure and uninternipted ; befides that, 
*^ in cafe of a rupture, or an attack, the 
" States have full liberty allowed them to 
M take poffeflipn of all the SpaniJhNether^ 
** landsy and therefore needed no particu- 
'* lar ftipulation for the towns above- • 
** mentioned, 

" Having taken notice of this concef-^ 

** fion , made to the States General, for 

** felling upon the whole ten provinces ; 

'^ we cannot hut obferve to your Majefty, 

P 3 " that 
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^^ that in the manocrthis lartlcle is framed, 

**it is another 4angerous cir^umftancQ 

"^^ which, attends this treaty; for had fach 

^« a provision been confined to the care of 

♦* an apparent attack froin Frame only^ 

" the avowed dcfign of this treaty ha4 

<* been fulfilled, and your Magefty's ia-r 

*^ flru&ions to your ambaiT^dor h^d beec^ 

*' purfued ) but this nepefll^iy refl:ri(^o(i 

<< hath beenomitt^, and the f$tme, liberty 

'* is granted to the States, to take po0ef^ 

^^ fion of ail the NetkerUmds^ whencvcf 

^* they (hall think thennfelves att^icked by 

•* any other neighbov»ring nation, as wheft 

** they (hall be in danger from France ; fq 

«^ that if it fhould at any time happen 

^* (which your Commons ar? very unwiH- 

' ♦* ing to fuppofe) that they fhould quarreli 

** even with yovir Majefty, the riches, 

^' ftrength, and advantageous fituation of 

•* thcfc countries, may be made ufc .of 

^* againft yourfelf, .without whofe grae^ 

<* rous and powerful affiftancc th^ ha4 

<' never been conquered, 

'* Tq 
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'* To return to thofe ill confequences^ 
^' which relate to Ac trade of your king* 
^ dbms, we beg leave to oblfervtf to your 
** M^efty, that though this treaty revive^ 
j^l " and tenders y<^r Majefty a party to the* 
^' fourteenth and fifteenth ^cies of die 
** treaty of Munftery ' hy^ virtue c*f whicb^ - 
" the impofitions upon all goods and mer^ 
^ ehandizes brought into the Spant/h Lovvt 
^* Counties by the fea, are to equal thofe 
^' laid on goods and merchandizes im-t 
^* ported by the Scbeldj and the canals of 
^* Safs zXiA.Swynn^ and other ntouth$,<rf* 
^^ Ac fea adjoining ; yet no care is takenr 
*^ to preferve that equality upon the ex* 
!^pQrtation of thofe goods out of the Spdr 
** mjh provinces, into thofe countries and 
** plaices^ which, by virtue of this treaty^ 
** arc to bpin the pofleffion of the Statcs.i 
'^ the.confequen<76, of which, muft in time 
" be, aaid your Commons are informed^ 
'< that in fome inftances it has already 
^^ proved to be the cafe, that the impd(xi» 
♦*tions upon goods carried into thofe 
P 4 " con* 
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^^ countries and places, by the'fub5e6tst>f 
•' the States General, will be taken off; 
•* while thofe upon the goods impcMtcd by 
*f your Majefly's fubjedls remain : by 
^ which means. Great Britain vi^SX eti^ 
** tipely lofe this moft benefidal branch 
^' of trade, which it ha« in all ages been 
^' poffeffed of, even from the time when 
" thofe countries were governed by the 
'^ houfe of Burgundy ^ one lof the naoft an- 
^* ticnt, as well as the moft ufeftil allies 
^' to the crown of England. 

" With regard to the other dominions 
" and territories o£ Spain, your Majefty's 
** fubjeds have always been diftinguiflied 
>* in their commerce with them, and both 
" by antient treaties, and an tminter rupted 
**- cuftom, have enjoyed greata privileges 
** and immunities of trade, than either 
"the Hollanders^ or iany other nation 
^* whatfocver. And that wife :aiid;excel- 
" lent treaty of the Grand Alliance, pro- . 
f* vides effedually for the fecurity and 
?J cpntinuance of thefe valuable privileges 
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^^toBriiaiftj in iach a manner, as that 
^^cach nation might be left, kt th6 end of 
^^t{K war, upon the fame foot is it ftood 
^f at the commencement of it: but this 
'^ treaty we now complain of, inftead . of 
" confirming your futge6ks fights, furren-^ . 
•* ders and deftroys them; for although by 
** thefixteenth and feventcenth articles of 
***the treaty of Munfier^ made between 
<^ his Catholick Majefty and the States 
^^ General, all advantages of trade are fti- 
^' pulated for, and granted to the J%/- 
^* kmdersj equal to what the Engti/h en- 
" joyed; yet the crown oi England not 
^ being a party to that treaty, the fubjedts 
*^ of England have never fubmitted to 
«thofe articles of it, nor even the iS^-r 
<* niards themfelveS ever obferved them ; 
*^ but this treaty revives thofe articles in 
^* prejudice of Oreat Britainy and makes 
*^ your Majefty a party to them, and even 
^' a guarantee to the States General, for 
f* privileges againft your own people. 
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** In hdW delibe^tt and extraordinary 
'a ff^anher your Majtfty's ambaflador 
** confeAt^d to deprive your fqljedls of 
" ^eir' ancient rights, and your Majefty 
*^ oi the power of procuring to diotn any 
** new advantage, moft evidently appears 
^* from his .own letters, which, by your 
^* Majefty'$ diredions, have been laid be- 
" fore ypjur Commons : for when matters 
^* of advantage to your Majefty, and ta 
" your kingdom^ had been offered, air 
^* proper to he made parts of this treaty, 
** they were refufed tobd admitted by the 
** States Generali upon this reafon and 
^* principle, that nothing foreign to the 
" guaranties of the fucceflion, and of th$ 
'* harrier, (hould be mingled vdth theili j 
" notwithftanding which, the States Ge^ 
** ncral had no fooner received notice of a 
** treaty of commerce concluded between 
^* your Majefty and the prefent Emfpcrbi*, 
** but they departed from, the rule pro- 
^* pofed before^ and infifted upon the ar^^ 
«^ tide, qf which yoiir Commons now 

■^ com* 
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^' complain ; which aitide your Majtjfl]^^ 
<^ ambaflador allowMof, althou^ equaU 
** \y foreign to the fucccffion, or the bar-f 
^* ricr ; and although he had for that rcfc 
^^ fon dep^jted from other articles, whic^ 
" would havp been for thp fcryice of his 
f' Qwn country, 

" We have forbfame td trouble youif 
^* Majefty with geneijal obferrations upon 
f^ this treaty, as it relates to and aiFed:^ 
^* the Empire, and other parts of Europe: 
*^ The mifchiefe which arifc .from it ttf 
** Gnat Britmn^ are what only we have 
^' prefunaed humbly to repyefent to you, as 
*^ they are very evident, and very great t 
^* and as it appears, that the Lord Vii^ 
** count TpWNSEND had not any orderS| 
^' or authority, for concluding fe^r«al of 
*^ diofe article^, which arc moftpnejudir 
" ci4l X6 your Majefly's fiibjeiSs ; we havg 
^'thou^t we could do no ids than do* 
. ^^ ckre yotir iaid ambafladpr, wl^o negOr» 
^< ciated' and %n$d, .and all others wiia 
^^ 5i4vifed. the ratifying of this tfealyj, 
? **?nemi?8 
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"enemies to yourMajefty and your kingr 
" dom. 

*^ Upon thefe faithful informations, and 
" advices from your Commons^ we aflure 
" ourfelves your Majefty, in your great 
" goodnefs to your people, will refcue 
" them from thofe evils, which the pri- 
" vate councils of ill defigning men have 
" expofed them to ; and that in your 
^^ great wifdom you will find Ibme means 
** for the explaining, and amending, the 
*^ feveral articles of this treaty, fo as that 
" they may confift with the intereft of 
" Great Britairiy and with real and laft- 
V ing friendfliip between your Majefty 
« and the States General/* 

Between the reprefcntatibn and the 
firft debates upon the fubjed of it, feveral 
weeks had pafled ; during whidh time the 
parliament had other matters likewifc be- 
fore them, that dcferye to be mentioned. • 
For on the ninth of February was re- 
pealed the a<5l for naturalizing foreign 
4 pro- 
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proteftants, which had been^un.der the 
laft miniftry, and, as many people 
thought, to very ill purpofes. By this 
adt any foreigner, who would take the 
oaths to the government, and profcfs 
himfelf a protcftant, of whatever deno- 
mination, was immediately naturalized^ 
and had all the privileges of an Engli/h^ 
born fubjeft, at the expence of ^ (hilling. 
Moft proteftants abroad differ from us 
in the points of church-government ^ fo 
that all the acquifitionj by this ad would 
iijcreafe the number of diflenters j and 
therefore the propofal, that fuch fo- 
reigners ihould be obliged to cojjform to 
the eftabliihed worftiip, was rejedled. But 
becaufe fev^ral perfons were fond of this 
,projeft> as a thing that would be of mighty 
advantage to the kingdom^ I 0iall fay ^ 
few words upon it. 

The maxim, " That people are the 
^* riches of a nation," baUi been crudely 
landerflood by many writers and reafoners 
upon that fubje<Jl, There are feveral ways^ 

by 
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hy which people are brought into a coufi<& 
try. Soqietimes a nation is invaded and 
Ibbdned ; dnd the ccmquerors ieize the 
lands, and make the natives their under-« 
tenants or (ervants. Colonies have been 
always planted^ where the natives wer^ 
'driven out or deftroyed> or the land un-» 
cultivated and waft)e. In thofe countries 
where the lord of the foil is mafter of the 
labour and liberty of his tenants, or o£ 
^ves boughfby his nipney, men's richea 
are reckoned by die numbeir of their vaA 
fels. And fometimes, in governments 
newly inftituted^ where there are hot 
people to till the ground, many laws 
have been made to encourage and allure 
fiumbers from the neighbouring coun-* 
tries. And, in all thefe csifes, the )^w 
comers have either lands allotted them^ 
or are flaves to the proprietors. But to 
invite helplefs families, by.thoufands, into 
ft kingdom inhabited like ours, without 
knds to give them, and where the laws 
will not allow that they (hould be partof 

the 
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Ae property as fcrvants, is a wrong appli^ 
cation of the maxicni and the fame thtngi 
in greati as infants dropped at the doors^ 
which are only a burthen and charge to 
the parifli. The true way of multi|Jy^ 
ing mankind to publick advantage, in 
fuch a country as England^ is to invite 
from %abroad only able handicraftiineii 
and artificers, or fuch who bring over a 
iufficient ihare of property to &cure them 
from want ; to epadt and enforce fump^ 
:1;uary laws againfi: luxury, and all exceflbs 
incloathing, furnituix, jind tfa/e like; to 
^encourage matrimony, and reward, as thp 
Jiomans did, thpfe who have a certaia 
nrumber df children. Whether bringing 
ovQr the PakHnex were a mere confof 
quence of this law £br a general naturali'* 
zation i or whether, as many furmifed, it 
had fome other meaning, it appeared tn9^ 
flifeftly, by the iiTue, that the publick 
was a loier by every individual among 
them^ and that a kingdom can. no mora, 
be the richer by fuch an importation,, th^ 
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a man c^n be fatter by a wen, which is 
unfightly and troublefomc, at beft, and 
intercepts that nourKhment, which would 
otherwife diffufc itfcif through the whole 
body. 

About a fortnight after, the Commons 
fent up a bill for fecuring the freedom of 
parliaments, by limiting the number, of 
members in that houfe who ihould be al- 
lowed to poffefs employments under the 
<:rown. Bills to the fame effefl:, pro- 
moted by both parties, had, after making 
the like progrefs, been rejeded in former 
parliaments) the court and miniftry^ 
who will ever be againft fuch a law, 
having ufually a greater influence in the 
houfe of liOrds, and io it happened now« 
Although that influence were lefs, I am 
apt to think that fuch a law would be too 
thorough a reformation in one point, 
while wc have fo many corruptions jn the 
teft ; and perhaps the regulations, already 
made on that article, are fufHcient, by 
which feveral employments incapacitate 
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a man from being chofen a member, and 
all of them bring it to a new eleftion. 

For my own part, when 1 confider the 
temper of particular perfons, and by what 
maxims they have dfted (almoft without 
exception) in thcif private capacities, I 
cannot conceive how fuch a bill (hould 
obtain a majority, linlefs every mail ex- 
pefted to be oilc of the fifty, which, I 
think, was the limitation intended. 

About the fame time, likewife, the 
houfe of Commons advanced one confi- 
derable ftep towards fe'curing us againft 
fartlier impofitions from our allies, re-^^ 
folving that the additional forces fliould 
be continued -, but with a condition, that 
the Dutch (hould make good their pro- 
portion of three fifths to two fifths, which 
thofe confederates had fo long, and in fo' 
great degree, negleded. The Duke of 
MarlborouohV dedudion of two and 
a half per cent, from the pay of the fo- 
reign troops, was alfo applied for carry-* 
ifl'g^n the wan 

' ' Q • Laft- 



Digitized 



by Google 



2 26 HISTQ^IY OF T«£ FOUR 

l^aftly, .within this period is ^o fe^ in- 
cluded the aft paffed to pifev^exit the. dif^ 
turbing thojfc.of the epifcopM ^ojj^xumion 
in Scotland in the exercifc of theu; rcli- 
gicfus worihip^ aod in the ujfc of tj^^- 
t|urgy of tb? fhurch of EngJcnd. Jfe i& 
If nowa enough, that the nuoft Gpnfidp.f- 
able Qf tb? nobility and gentry theife, as^ 
well as great nmaahcrs c£ the. people^ 
dread the tyrannical difcipline of tbofa 
fynpds ap.4 preft>y teries 5 and at the. farne 
time haye the utmoft^contemj* for thp 
abilities and tenets of their teachers, It 
^?a^ befides thopgl* an i^jy^quaKty, be-. 
yond all appearance of reafon 01; , jjijfliee^ 
d|at diffcnters^^of e\fei:y.(iehoipina£ion here> 
^ha are, the meapgft a^d. nioft illiterate 
part amon^ us, ihould ppffefe a tpfera^ 
l^on by k.w^ undgr colpajrof which diey: 
^ght, upon Qccaiipi;, be. bold enough to 
infijjt the rjfligion, eflahliflbed, while^tiwfe 
o^ ths q>i&Qpal church in Spctkmd 
g^i^n^d* uudgf areal:perfeci|tion, If he. 
only fpecious ' objeaioh againfl: this IjiH 

was. 
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Ww, that it fct th^ religion bylaw, in 
bo^ parts of the ifland, upon a difFefrent 
&>cftj dif cdly contrary to the Union j be- 
taufe, byan aft paffed this very feflion 
bgaifin: occaiional confornSky^ our difTen- 
tens were ibut out from all cmploymehtsj 
A petition from CarsTaxrs, and othei^ 
ScattJb profe£brs> againft ^is biU, wai 
of&ced to the hooiby bat not accepted j 
jOid a motion made by the other party, 
to rectivd a claiiie that ^ould reilrain all 
pcrfons, who have any office in S€otland^ 
from, going to cpifcopal meetingSy pafled 
in the negative. It is manifei!, that the 
promoters of this claufc were not moved 
by any regard for Scotlwid^ which is by 
fio means their favourite at prefent > only 
they hoped, that, if it were made part of* 
& law, it might occafion fuch a choice of 
4:eprefentatives>in both houfeSi froixi &c/- 
landy as would be a confiderable ftrength 
to their fadtion hi?re. But the proportion 
Was in .itfelf extremely abfurd, that fo 
many lords, and other perfonsrof* divine* 
Ct3 tion, 
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tion, who have great employments, pcn- 
fions, pofts in the army, and other places 
of profit, many of whom are in frequent 
or conftant attendance at the court, and 
utterly diflike their national way of wor- 
fhip, ftiould be deprived of their liberty 
of confcicnce at home ; not to mention 
thofc who are fent thither from hence to 
take care of the revenue, and other af- 
fairs, who would iU .digeft the. cbangiog 
of their religion for that of Scotland, 

With a farther view of favour towards 
the cpifcopal clergy of S^otland^ three 
members of that country were direfted 
to bring in a bill for reftoring the patrons 
to their antient rights df prefenting mi- 
nifters to the vacant churches there, 
which the kirk, during the height of 
their power, had obtained for themfelves; 
And, to conclude this fabje^t at once, the 
Queen, at the clofe of the feffion, com- 
manded Mr. Secretary 5t, John to ac- 
quaint the hoiife, " That, purfuant to 
" their addrels, the profiits arifing from 

4 : ^ "t^^ 
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'*^ the bifliops eftates in Scotland, which 
^^ remained in the crown, (hould be ap- 
.** plied to the fupport of fuch of the 
/^ cpifcopal clergy there, as would take 
" the oaths to her Majcfty.** 

Nothing could more amply juftify the 
proceedings of the Queen and her mini- 
.fters, for two years paft, than that famous 
r^prefentation above at large recited ; the 
unbiaffcd wifdom of the nation, after the 
ftrifteft inquiry, confirming thofe fafts 
Upon which her Majefty*s counfels were 
grounded * and' many perfbns, who ' were 
bjcibFe inciineH to believe that the allies 
a{i4 t^ Ute miniftry had been too much 
loaded by the malice, mifi:eprefentations, 
or ignorance of writers, were now fully 
convinced of their miftake. by fo great 
aa authority. Upon this occaiion I can^ 
not forbear doing juftice to Mr..ST. John, 
who had been Secretary of War, for fe- 
veral years, under the former adminiftra^ 
tion, where he. had the advantage of 
obferving how affairs were managed both 
0^3 ^' 
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at hom<f and abroad. He wts one of 
thofe who (harcd ih the frefeat Trea^r 
furcr's fortunft, rcflgning'icjpkbis employ-^ 
inent at the fame tkne ; and upon dia^ 
miniftcr's being again taken into favour^ 
Ais gentleman was foihe time after made 
Secretary of State. There he began a-« 
frefh, by the opportunities of his ftatioi^ 
to look into paft mifcarriagiis ^ and, hf 
the force of ap extraordinary genius, and 
. application to pubiick affairs, joined with 
an invincible eloquence, laid open the 
fcene of mi:fearriage& and ^orruptiom 
through the whole courfe of ^0 war, in 
fo Evident a manner, tha* tfc* boufc of 
Commons feemed principally dlrecSted in 
their rcfolutionc, upon this inquiry, by hi$ 
information and advice. Iii a fliort time 
^ter the . reprei^ntation was publiihed« 
there appeared a memorial in the I^uttk 
Qazettet, as by order of ^tiae States, rc% 
fte^ing very much upbn^ tbt Xaid rejHie* 
fcritatioin, ^ well as: the . refirftitions.* o«4 
wlwh it was. foyndscd> protending^ tw deny 

fome 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS or the QUEEN, asi 

fome df the fa<as, and to extenuate others. 
Thisitietttorial, tranflated into Engli/h^ 
a common v^rittr of news had the bold- 
ne&^to infert in one of his papers. A 
coinpkiht heing made thereof tor thie 
hdufe of Commohs, they voted the pre- 
tended memorial to be a falfe^ fcandalous, 
maJfeicius libel, and ordered the printer 
iG be taken into cuftodjr. 

It ^**a^ the rtiisfortuhc of the minifteri, 
that wililc they were baited by their pro- 
feffid adverfitries of ttic difcbntented fac- 
ttoit,' acting in confederacy with emiffa^ 
ries of fbrcign powers, to bfelk tht 
ineafure's her Mijefty had taken towards 
a ^icty they met at the fame time with 
ff e(][Qtiit difficulties from thbfe who agreed 
and engaged with them to pOrfue the 
ttmt general end j tut fdmetimes difap- 
proved the methods asf too flack afnd re- 
liiifsr, Or, in appearance, now and' then 
pefftap^ a Kttle dubious. In the firff fef^ 
fioti of thi^ par K aittenf, a confiderablc 
nuViibcr of gfentfemen, all ifterMfcrs of 
Qj|. . the 
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.the* houfc of Commons, began to meet 
by themfclves, and cdnfiilt what courfe 
they ought to -fteer in this new world. 
They intended to revive a new country- 
party in parliament, which might, as in 
former tirott> oppofe th« . court in any 
pfobtcdings they diflikcd. The; whole 
body was of fuch who profefs what is 
connnonly called High- church principlcsf, 
ppon which account they were irrceon- 
cilcable enemies to- the late miniftry and 
all its adherents, . On the other fide, con- 
fidering the temper of the new men in 
power, that they were perfons who had 
jformerly moved between » the two ex-^ 
iremes, thofe gentlemen, who were imr 
patient for an intire change, and to fee all 
their adverJ&ries laid at once as low as the 
duft, began- to be apprehenfivQ.that the 
work would be done by halves^ But the 
Junfturc of afiairs at that tijne, both at 
home and abroad, would by no means 
admit of the leaft precipitation, although 
the Queeji and her iirft miriifter had been 
. : dif. 
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difpo^cd to it, which; certainly they were 
not. Neither did the court feem at^U 
uneaiy at this league, formed -in appear- , 
ancc againft it, but compofed of honcft 
gentlemen who wished well to their coun- 
try, in which both were entirely agreed^, 
although they might differ about the 
means ^ or if fuch a fociety (hould begin to 
grow refty, nothing was eafier than to di- 
vide them, and render all their endeavours 
ineffedual. 

But in the courfe of that firft feffion, 
many of this fociety b.ecame gradually re- 
conciled to the new miniftry, whom they 
found to be greater objei3;s of the common 
en<tmy*s hatred than themfelves ; and the 
attempt of GuiscARD, as it gained far- 
ther time for the deferring the difpofal of 
employments, fo it much endeared that 
peribn to the kingdom, who was fo near 
falling a facrifice to the fafety of his coun- 
try. Upon the laft feffion of which I am 
now writing, this OSiober club (as it was 
called) renewed their ufual meetings, but 

were 
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w€r« now ycijy mucH aitexed from, their 
original rnftilption, ^nd jfe^^ed Co. have 
wholly dropped the.4€fign, as* erf no fur* 
thcr ufe. They few a point Gwricd ia th« 
houfe of Lords ^gs^nO: the ,courtj thfEtt 
would end in the. ruin of the kjingdom ^ 
and they, pbferved the en^my's^ whole aN 
tillery directly levelled at the Treafurer's 
head. In fliort, the nniajority of .the dub 
had fip.good an underftanding with the 
great naen at court, that two of the latter, 
\o fhew tp the world how fair a corref- 
poflidence there was between the court and 
country-party^ ,coi>fented to be at one of 
their dinn^ejrsf but this intercourfe had aa 
event very diflfcrent from what was ex- 
peded; for immediately the more ?ea- 
lou^ menabers of that fociety broke off/ 
fron^ the reft;, and compofed a new one^, 
made up of geatleaicn, who' feermsd to. 
cxpedl littfeof ' the <5ourt ;- afid perhajp^^ 
with a: mixture of ethers who (hougbfi^ 
the^(elve& difappoiiited, . oft too lOBg de^ 
kyed. Maayof thefew^reobfefVcdtarfr- 
. , ' tain 
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taiii fin incurabfe jealoufy of the Trca* 
filrcf) and to interpret all delays, which 
they cqul4not co«iprehend, as: a reCtrvt 
of favour m thife minifter to the pcribns 
arid principles df the abandoned party. 

Upoa an occafion offered about this 
timfe, Ipme pctfons, out of diftruft to the 
Treaftirer, endeavoured to obtain a point, 
v^hich cotald not have b6en carried with- 
out putting all into confufion. A bill was 
brought into thfehoufe of Commonf, ap- 
pointing com miflioners to examine intd 
did value of all lands, and other intereffe 
granted by the crown fiuce the' thirteenth 
day oi Februarys Ont thoufand fix hun- 
dred and eighty-eight, and upon what 
confiderations fuch grants had been made. 
The united country-iritereft in the faoiife 
was extrernely fet upon paffing this bill. 
They had conceived an opinion frbm fbr-^ 
mer precedents, that the court would cer-^ 
tainly oppore alt fteps towards arefump- 
tion of grantSi and thofe who were appre- 
henfive' thai the Treafufer inclined the 
3 fame 
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fame way, propofed the bill ihbuld be 
tacked to another, for raifing a fond by 
duties upon foap and paper, which hath 
been always imputed, whether juftly or 
no, as a favourite expedient of thofe called 
the Tory party, At the fame time it was 
very well known,, that the houfc of Lords 
had ma^de a fixed and unanimous refolu- 
tion againft giving their concurrence to 
the pafling fuch united bills : io that the 
confel^uences of this projedt muft have 
been to bring the miniftry under difficul- 
ties, to flop tlie neceflary fupplies, and en-^, 
ganger the good correipondence betwecti 
both houfes i notwithftanding all which 
the majority carried it for a tack ; and the 
conimittee was inftrufted accordingly to 
make the two bills into one, whereby the 
worft that could happen would have foU 
lowed, if the Treafurer had npt convinced 

the warm leaders in this affair, by unde- 
niable reafons, that the means they were 
ufing would certainly difappoint the end ;. 
.that neither himfelf, nor any other of the 
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Queen's fervants, were at all againft this 
enquiry J and he promifed his utmoft credit 
to help forward the bi]l in the houfe o( 
Lords. He prevailed at laft to have it 
fent up fingle ; but their lordfhips gave 
it another kind of reception. Thofe who 
were' of the fide oppofite to the court, 
withftood it to a man, as in a party-cafe : 
among the reft, fome very pcrfonally con- 
cerned, and others by friends and rela- 
tions, which they fuppofed a fufficient 
cxcufe to bfe abfent, or diflbnt. Even 
thofe, whoi!e grants were antecedent to. 
this intended infpe(3ion, began to^alarmcd /"^^ 
as men, whofe neighbours houfes are on 
fire. A {hew of zeal for the late King's 
honour, occafioncd many refledions.upon 
the date of this enquiry, which was^ to 
commence with hi? reign : and the Earl, 
of Nottingham, who hid now fluijg 
away the maflc which he lately, pulled ofiv 
like one who had no other view . but . that 
of vengeance againft the Qupen and her ; , 
friends, aded confiftently enoagh with his 

defign> 
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de&gnf by voting as a brd agatnft di« 
bill> after he had dii^ed his foir ia rfid 
koufe of Commons to vote for the tjick. 
Thus miicarried this popuiar biU £6^ 
Irs Jti/y^^^^' i^ppoititing commkliorars / into rcgral 
grants } but whether thofe chieS]^ con-* 
Qcnied did righliy ^n&At their <>wit 
btereft> faadi: been made a .^:udij9ni 
ivhlcb perhaps time will refelve* ^ It; was 
agreed that theQijeefib> by her owaaiM 
tiihority, m%ht* have iflhed out a cpm^ 
nii^n for fuch aa ea<^iry,; and every 
body believed^ that the iiKtentioa of the 
parltaoaeat wa^s oaly to- tax the grants 
with about thr^ )rears purchaib, and at 
^ £une time eftablidi the proprietors, ia 
.poffiefGon of the remainder for ever;, fo 
that^ upoa %h^ whole, the grantees would 
have been great gainers by foah aa a<9:r 
jSjace : the titles , of thofe lands^ . as they 
ijbood then, were hardly of half valpe with 
others either for iale or f<$tcle0:ieAt. Be^ 
fides^ die examples of the Irijh forfeiti^ea 
Blight, have taught thefe precarious own-* 

ersi 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS of -tub QOEEN. ^3 j 

9FS) dxait ^hen ths hoofe of Ccunmont 
harii once engaged m a purfuit) ^hkh 
&ey ehkik is right, although it ht ^pped 
0r fufpei^edfof a while^ they will be fore 
to ren€?w it upoa every oppprt^nity that 
o^rs, and feldom fail of ^iccefs : for in** 
ftance^ if the refumptioti (hould happen 
to be iSade part of a fupply, which Cftn be 
eai51y done without the ©t^cc^on of a fcjek, 
the grantees naigJat po^ly then have 
much h^er conditbn^ ^ven thesxi > and i 
do not fee how they could prevent : it« 
* Vifhether riae refiinwig^ of royal grants be 
conM^nt with good policy op juftice,. 
would be too long a di^^non^ *^ befidcs, 
the ^ofuiion of king^ islnot like to be ^ 
grievance for the future^ becaufe there 
baive'^been laws finceomde* to proidde« 
againfl that evil, or^ indeed, rather becaufe 
die crown has nothing left to give afeaay- 
But the objeOion made againft the^dateo^ 
Hht intended enquiry w:as invidrous and 
trifling; for King James II. made irery 
few grants r k6 w^^g,: better ixuipagcr, 

and 
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and fquandering was none of his faults ; 
whereas the late King, who came over 
here a perfcdt ftranger to our laws, and 
to our people, regardlefs of poftcrity, 
wherein he was not likely tp furvive, 
thought he could no way better ftrengthen 
a new title, than by purchafing friends at 
the expcnce of every thing which Vas in 
his power to part with. 

The reafonablenefs of uniting to a mo- 
ney-bill one of a different nature, whieh 
is ufually called tacking, hath been Uke- 
wife 'much debated, and will admit of ar- 
gument enough. In antient times, when 
a parliament was held, the Commons iirft* 
propofed their grievances to be redreffcd, 
and then gave their aids j fo that it waS a 
perfedt bargain between the King and the 
fubjed:. This fully anfwered the ends 
of tacking. Aids were then demanded 
upon occafions which would hardly pafs 
at prefent ; fuch, for inftance, as thofe 
for making the King's fon a knight, mar-' 
rying his eldeft daughter, and fome others 

of 
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of the like fort. Moft of the jnoney went 
into the King's coffers for his private ufe; 
neither was he accountable. for any part 
of it. Hence arofe the form pf the King's 
thanking his. fubjefts for their benevo-. 
knce^ when any fubfidie^, tenths, or fifr 
\teenths were given him: biit. th^; fupplies 
now granted are of another naturevand 
cannot be properly called a particular bc^ 
ncfit to the crown, becaufe they are all 
appropriated to their feveral ufes : : fo that 
when the houfe of Commons tapk to a 
njonpy-bill what ig foreign and hard to h& 
digefted, if ^t. be not pafled,. they put 
themfelves and their country- in as gregt 
<^fiiculties as the prince. On the other 
^i@ide, there have been feveral regulations 
jpaade, through the courfe of time, in par-; 
liamentary proceedings ; among which it 
is grown a rule, that a bill once reje(3:ed . 
ijb^ll not be brought up again the fame^ 
feffion 5 whereby the Commons feem, to^. 
have loft the advantage of purchafing a rc*^ : 
dfcfs of their grievances, by granting fup-^ ; 
R plies, 
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plies, which, upon fome emergencies, 
hath put them upon this expedient of 
tacking : fo that there is more to be faid 
on each fide of the cafe, than is convenient 
for me to trouble the reader or liiyfelf in 
deducing. 

Among the matters of importance du- 
ring this fcflion, we may juftly. number 
the proceedings of the houfe of Commons 
with relation to the prcfs, fince her Ma- 
jefty*s mcffage to the houfe, of January 
the feventeenth, concludes with a para- 
graph, reprefenting the great licences taken 
in publiftiing falfe and fcandalous libels, 
fuch as arc a reproach to any govern- 
ment; and recommehding to them to find 
a remedy equal to the mifchief. The 
meaning of thefe words in the meffage, 
feems to be confined to thcfe weekly and 
daily papers and pamphlets, rcfleding 
upon the perfons and the manageinent of 
the miniftry. But the houfe of Com- 
mons, in their addrefs, which anfwers this 
meffage, makes an addition of the blaf- 
4 phemies 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 243 
phcmies againft God and religion ; and it 
is certain, that nothing would be more for 
the honour of the legiflaturej than fome 
efFciftual law for putting a ftop to this uni* 
verfal mifchief : but as the perfon *, who 
advifcd the Queen in that part of her mef* 
fagc> had only then in his thoughts the 
redrefling of the political and fadlious li- 
bels, I think he ought to have taken care, • 
by his great credit in the houfe, to have 
propofed fome ways by which that evil 
might -be removed j the law for taxing 
fingle papers having produced a quite con- 
trary efFeft, ^s was then forefeen by many 
perfons, and hath lince been found true 
by experience. For the adverfe party, full 
of rage and leifure fince their fall, and / 
unanimous in defence of their caufe, em- 
ploy a fet pf writers by fubfcription, who 
are well verfed in all the topicks of defa- 
mation, and have a ftyle and genius le- 
velled to the generality of readers ; while 
thofc who would draw their pens on the 

• Mn Secretary St. John, now Lord Vifcount Bo- 

LINGBROCI. 
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fide of their prince and country, are dbf- 
couraged by this tax, which exceeds the 
intriniick value both of the materials and 
the work ; a thing, if I be not miftaken, 
vvithoat example. 

it muft be acknowledged, that the 
biid practices of printers have been fuch, 
as to deferve the fevereft animadverfions 
of the publick 5 and it is to be wiflicd, 
the party-quarrels of tlie pen were al- 
ways managed with decency and truth : 
but in the mean lime, to open the 
mouths of our enemies and fhut our 
own, is a turn of politicks that vvants a 
little to be, explained. Perhaps the mi- 
nifcry now in pofleflion, becaufe they are 
in poffefiionj may* defpife fuch trifles as 
this ; and it is n6t to be denied, that 
adling as they do upon a national intereft, 
they may feem to ftand in lefs need of 
fuch fupports, or may fafely fling them 
down as no longer nec-cflary. But if the 
leaders of th^ other party had proceeded 
by this ma^im, their power would have 
been none at all, or of very fhort dura- 
tion: 
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tion : and had not fome active pens fallen 
in to improve the good difpofiti,ons of the 
people, upon the late change, and conti- 
nued fince to overthrow the falfliood, 
plentifully, and Ibmetirnes not unplaufibly; 
fcattered by the adverfarics, I am very 
much in doubt, whether thofe at the 
helm would now have reafon to be pleafed 
with their fuccels, A particular perfon 
may, widi mare fafety, defpife tlie opi- 
nion of the vulgar, becaufe it does a wife 
man no real harm or good, but the admi- 
niilration a great deal 5 and whatever fide 
has the folc management of the pen, will 
foon find hands enough to write down 
tl^eir enemies as low as they pleafe. If 
the people had no other idea of thofe 
whom her Majefty trufts in her greatefl 
affairs, than what is conveyed by the paf- 
.^ns of fuch a$ would compafs fea and 
land for their deftriidiion, what could they 
expedt, but to be torn in pieces by the 
rage of the multitqde ? How neceflary 
therefore was it, that the wprld (hould, 
from time to time, be undeceived by true 
R 3 . re^ 
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reprefentations of perfons and fafts, wl^ich 
have kept the kingdom fteady to its in* 
tereft, againft all the attacks of a cunning 
^nd virulent fadlion. 

However, the mifchicfs of the preff 
were too exorbitant to be cured, by fuch 
a remedy as a tax upon the fmalier pa- 
pers ; and a bill for a much more efiec-. 
tual regulation of it was brought into 
the houfe of Commons, but fo late in 
the feflion, that there was no time topafs 
it : for there hath hitherto always ap- 
peared, an unwiHingnefs to cramp over-^ 
much the liberty of the prefs, whethel* 
from the inconveniencies apprehended 
from doing too much, or too little ; df 
whether the benefit propofcd by each 
party to themfdves, from tfce ^rvice of 
their writers, towards recovering or pre- 
ferving of power, be thooghl to outweigh 
the difadvantages. However it catne 
about, this affair was put off from one 
week to another, and the bill not brought 
into the houfe till the i eighth of JuHe^ 
|t was committed three days, and then 

heard 
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beard of no more. In this bill there was 
a ciaufe inferted, (whether induftrioufly 
with dcfign to overthrow it) that the au- 
' thor's namCi and place of abode, fhould 
b4 fct to every printed book, pamphlet, 
or paper ; .which I believe no man, who 
hzth the leaft. regard to learning, would 
give his confcnt to : for, befides the ob* 
jedlion to this ciaufe from the pradlice of 
pious men, who, in publiihing expellent 
writings for the fervice of religion, have 
chofen, out of an humble chriftian fpirit, 
to conceal their names^ it is certain, that 
all pcrfons of true genius or knowledge 
have an invincible modcfty and fufpicion 
of then>felves, upon their firft fending 
their thoughts into the world j and that 
thofe who are dull or fuperficial, void of 
all 'tafte and judgment, have difpofitions 
dke^y contrary : fo that if this ciaufe 
had niade part of i law, there would have 
been an end) in all likelihood, of any va- 
luaUe produftion for the future, either in 
wit or learning: and that infuiFerable race 
R 4 of 
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of ftupid people, who are now every day 
loading the prcfs, would then reign alone, 
in time dcftroy our very firft principles of 
reafon, and introduce barbarity amongfl 
us, which is already kept out with fa 
much difficulty by fo few hands. 

Having given an account of th? feveral 
ftcps nnade towards a peace, from the firft 
overtures begun by France^ to the com- 
mencement of the fecond fcffion, I fliall 
in the fourth book relate the particulars of 
this great negociation, from the period 
laft-mentioned to the prefent time ; apd 
becaufe there happened fome paflages in 
both houfes, opcafioncd by the treaty,, I 
fliall take notice of them under that head. 
There only remains t6 be mentioned oat 
affair of another nature, which the Lords 
and Commons took into their cognizance, 
after a very different manner, whqrewith 
I {hall clofe this part of my fubjedt. 

The fedt of Quakers amongft us, whofe 
fyftem of religion, firft founded upon en- 
thufiafm, hath been many years growing 

into 
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into a craft, held it an unlawful a<5tion to 
take an oath to a magiftrate. This doc- 
trine was taught them by the author of 
their fed:, from a literal application of the 
text, Swear not at all', but being a body of 
people, wholly tamed tg trade and com- 
merce of all kinds, they found themfelves 
on rhany occafions deprived of the benefit 
of the law, as well as of voting at elec- 
tions, by a foolifli fcruple, which their ob- 
ftinacy would not fufFer them to get over. 
To prevent this inconvenience, thefe peo^ 
pie had credit enough in the late reign to 
have an a<5t paffed, that their folemn affir- 
mation and declaration fliould be accept- 
ed, inftead of an oath ia the ufual form. 
The great concern in thofe times, was to 
lay all religion upon a level ; in order to 
which, this maxim was advanced, that 
no man ought to be denied the liberty of 
ferving his country upon account of a dif- 
ferent belief in fpeculative opinions, under 
which term fome people were apt to in- 
clude every dodrine of Chriftianity : how- 
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cwr, this aft, in favour of the Quakers,^ 
was only temporary, in order to kecp^ 
them in conftantdepcndance, and expired 
of courfe after a certain term, if it were 
not continued. Thofc people had, there-s^ 
fore, very early in the feflion, offered a pe-^ 
tiiiosi to the houj(^ of Commons fc»: a con- 
tinuance of the^, which vras not fufiered 
to be brought up ; upon this they applied 
themfelvcsto the Lords, who pafled a bill 
accordingly, . and fent it down to the 
Commons, where it was not fo much a)s 
allowed . a firft reading. 
' And indeed it is not eafy to conceive 
upon what motives the legiflature of fo 
great a kingdom could defcend fo low, as 
to be nainifterifil and fubfervieat to the 
caprices of the nioft abfurd herely that 
ever appeared in the world ; and this in a 
point, where thofe deluding or deluded 
people ftand lingular from all the reft of 
mankind who live upder civil govern- 
ment : but the defigns of an afpiring 
party, at that time were not other wife to 
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Ijj? compaffcd, than by undertaking any 
thing that would humble and mortify the 
Church ; and I am fully convinced, that 
if a fe£t of fceptick philofophcrs (who 
profefs to doubt of every thing) had been 
then among us, and mingled their tenets 
with fome corruptions of Chriftianity, 
they might have obtained the fame privi-, 
ledge; and that a law would have been 
cna<3:ed, whereby the folemn doubt of 
the people called Scepticks, fhould have 
been accepted inftead of |an oath in the 
ufualsform; fo abfurd are all maxims 
formed upon the inconfiftent principles of 
fa<aion, when once they are brought tp 
be examined by the ftandard of truth 
^d reafon. 
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WE left the plenipotentiaries of the 
allies, and thofe of the enemy, 
preparing to aflemble at Utrecht 
on the firft of January^ N. S. in order to 
form a congrefs for negotiating a general 
peace;' wherein although xh^ Dutch had 
inade a mighty merit of their compliance 
with the Queen, yet they fet all their in- 
Aruments at work to inflame both houfcs 
^gainft her Majefty's meafures. Monf. 

Both- 
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BoTHMAR, the Hanover envoy, took care * 
to print and difperifc his memorial, of 
which I have formerly fpoken: Hoff- 
man, the Emperor's refident, was foli- 
dtuig for a yatght And coijvoys to bring 
over Prince Eugenb at this jmidlure, 
fortified, as it v^as given out, with great 
propofals from the Imperial court; the 
Earl of Nottingham became a convert, 
for rcafons already ^mentioned : money- 
was diftributed where occafion required j 
and the Dukes of Somerset and Marl- 
borough, together vvitii itVe Earl of Go- 
dolphin, had put themfelves at the head 
cf »the Junto, 4Uid their adherents, m or-^ 
der to .attack Jthe court. , 

Some dajjs aftcsr, the vot^ pafled the 
4K)ttf<j of Lords for admitting into die ad- 
jdpofs die E^ri.of Hottjnoham's claufe^ 
4againft any peace -without Spain. . Monf* 
.®i7¥^, «tibe Dutch ^nvoy, who had bec» 
tioep in all the consultations with the 
iffi'&Gntented party for carrying that point, 
-WW defired to meet with the Lord Privy- 
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Digitized 



by Google 



LAST YEARS OP THE QUEEN. 255 

feal, the Earl o^ Dartmouth, and Mr. 
Secretary St. John, in order to fign a 
treaty between the Queen and the States, 
to fubfift after a peace. There the envoy 
took^occafion to expoftulate upon the ad^ 
vantages ftipulated (or Brifain with France-, 
faid " it was his opinion, that thofq mi- 
" nifters ought," in refpeft of the friend- 
^^ fhip between both nations, to acquaint 
" him what thefe advantages vyere ; and 
" that he looked upon his country to be 
** intitled, by treaty, io (hare them equally 
" with us: That there was now another 
'*^ reafon why we fhould be more difpofed 
*' to comply with him upon this head; 
*' for fince the late refolution of the houfe 
** of Lords, he took it foir granted, it 
** would be a dangerous ftep in us to give 
" Spain to a prince of the houfe of 
" Bourbon ; and therefore, that we fhould, 
*^ do well to induce the States,, byfuch a 
*' concqflTon, to help us out of this digi- 
^'cujty." 

Mr. 
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Mf*5Tp Jofw made, ajifwer, .."That 
«' there was oot a nwfi in the Queer's 
^^ c<Hipcjl c^ahle of ib^.baie a thou^t : 
•' That if.Bu Y^ihad lany tiling . to cqdi- 
.« pjaia gfv .>Yh|<:.h was- .ii^ji^'ipUs to^fiTj?/- 
•' yWa. or jftftly^, tending to hurt the gppd 

corrcfpon^encQ between juts /and. the 

" States^ he. .was coftiident .her Majefty 

•' would at all . tlm^ bfc ready to give it 

" up, J. hot that the ininifters fcorned to 

/'.fcreen th.Qmielves at the expence of 

*' their country : That the refolution Buys 

.*^ n\enjti^qd, \ya5^ chiefly owing to fwciga 

•' minifters intermeddling in our afiairs, 

." ^nd would perhaps have an cfFc(9: the 

*^ projeftors did not foreice:. That, if, the 

." peace. bec?ime in}pra<5liwbl,e,. the houfe 

,V of GoKrxmp.ns wpijld cer^inly^put the 

« war upon anpther foot, .^d reduce the 

'* publick eypeqce wid^in/uch. a cocpp.^s 

." as our. treaties rcqiwr^d in.tiie.ftrid^ 

^^fenie,^ and. as our prefent= conditi9n 

" would* admit,. ieavhig. the partifans for 

" war tofupply the reft."^-,. . ., . 

Al- 
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Although the Secretary believed this 
anfwer would put an end to fuch in-* 
famous propofalsy it fell out otherwife; 
for fliortly after, Monf. Buys applied him- 
fclf to the Treafurer, promifing to under- 
take» *' That his mailers ihould give up 
" the article of Sfain, provided they 
" might fhare with us in the AfHento for 
" Negroes." To which the Treafurer s 
anfwer was ftiort, " That he would rather 
*^ lofe his head than confent to fuch an 
" offer." 

It is manifcft, by this proceeding, that 
whatever fchemes were forming here at 
hotne, in this juncture, by the enemies to 
the peace, the Dutch only defignedto fall 
in with it as far as it would anfwei: their 
own account; and, by a drain of the lower 
politicks, wherein they mruft be allowed 
to excel every country in Chrifiendom^ lay 
upon the watch for a good bargain, by 
taking advantage of the diflrefs they them- 
felves had brought upon their neareft 
neighbour and ally. 

^ But 
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But the Q^ecn highly refented thl^ 
Indignity from a republick^ upon whdrit 
ihc had' confelrrcd fo many obligations. , 
She could not endure that the Dutc^ 
Should employ their inilruments to ^ 
in confederacy with a cabjd of faftioiis^ 
people, who were prepared to facrifice 
the fafcty of their priiiCe and cbuntry to 
the recovery of that power they had fo- 
long poflelTed and abufed. Her Majcfty 
knew very well> that whatever were the 
miftaken or affeded opinion of Some 
people at home, upon the ^ticlc oiSpain^ 
It was a point the States hid lohg givett 
tip, who had very openly told dur trii*^ 
niftry, « That the war in that caUhtly 
" was only our cbilcern, arid what thei^ 
\\ rcpubiick had nothing to db ^ith/' It 
is true, the party-kadfers were equalljr 
convinced, that the recovery, of Spain wai 
impradtiqable; but niariy things maybe 
excufed in a profcffcd adverfiiry,. falkii 
iindcr diigrace, which art fiighlj^ cnitii- 
nal in an ally, upon whom we are thai: 

very 
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Vety inAant cofiferrihg hfew fiivourS. Her 
M^efty th«fef6t*e ihoUgitt It high timd 
to *f»»t herftafi &hd «t length put i 
hyp lo f6tt\pi iftfitience upon jBr/V//^ 
iB6Uiifels i !^ that, after the Earl of Noi"- 
Q'iSfeMAM's ckttfe feg^nft any ptdcfe, with*- 
*»t ^/*, W«* ckrried -Hi the hoofe of 
iWdfe, iflittiebns Wfefe irtnnfcdiately fent 
to die Earl 6f StUAP'fdfRlJ at the Hague^ 
toritifbfm ihfe D&/t^> **.That it Was ob- 
*' taittecl by a trick, and would confe- 
** qtieftHy turn tb the difkppc^ntmertt and 
f^ confufiofe t>F the Cdtttiivcfs and thd 
*» ft^oW." He was iikewife ihftf utftcd to 
be tery dty and refti^ed fo tfie Peftfionary 
«ild 'i)itfi^ tiiiliiftfets; fo let tWeni know, 
«'theQge«ft thought hetftff fll tfcatfedj 
** afld that they wobld fobn hear what 
*^ gflffeds thdfe meafdres Wbuld have upon 
'*» ii Aiild aiid gbtjd temper, wrought up 
■** totefeftfenent by repeated provdcatiohs : 
"libat &e IStatei ttoight have the ^aif 
»* tiStfliMe^, if they pJeafed;' but' that 
" the Queoi would Ticft be forced to caffy 

s 2 " it 
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" it on after their manner^ nor wcml^ 
^' fuffer them to make her peace, oc to 
" fettle the interefts of her kipg^omsi**' 

To others in Holland^ yAxo appe^Mrci 
to be more moderate^ the Earl yt^^ (U- 
reded to fay, " That the State? were ppofi 
^^ a wrong fcent : That their mmifter herf 
" miftook every thing that ve had pro- 
** mifcd : That we would perform all they 
** could reafonably aik from us, in rela- 
^' tion to their barrier and their trade$ 
" and that Mon£ Buys dealt very unfair^^ 
^ ly, if he had not told them as mucb^ 
** But that Britain proceeded, in fpme 
** refpetfts, upon a new fcheme of poU* 
^^ ticks } would po longer ftruggle for 
*^ impoffibilities, nor be amufcd by wqrds: 
" That our people came more and, more 
** to their fenfes \ and that the fi^gle 
** dilpute now was, whether the Dutch 
" would join with a fafEipn, jagainfl^ tiie 
** Queen, or with the nation^ for her? " - 

, The court , likcwife rpfojved. to jdifcou- 
rage Prince Eugejje from his journey to 

Eng- 
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Englandy which he was about this timi^ 

uiidfertddng, and of which Ihave fpojcen 

1)eforc. He was told, *^ That the Queen 

" wanted nb exhortatipixs to carry on the 

^* wari bpt the projeft pf it ihould b? 

" agreed abroad, upon which her Mar 

" jefty's refolutions might foon be figni-p 

."^ fied: but until fhe faw what the Emr 

*' jperor and allies were ready, to do, fhe 

"would neither promife nor engag? fojr 

" any thipg." At the fame tipie Mr*. 

St, John told JIoffi^an, tjae EmperorV 

refident here, ** That if the Prince had ^, 

"'mind to divert himfelf in hondon^ thi^ 

" minifters would do thpir part *to enter^. 

** tain him, and be fure to trouble him 

" with no manner of bufinefs." 

Tljis coldnefs retarded the prince's jourr 
ney for fomedays ; but did hot prevept it, 
aldiough he had a fecond meffage hy the 
Queen's order, with this farther addition, 
"That his pame had lately been made 
" ufe of, oh many occajfions, to crejite a 
^♦^fernicnt, and ftir up fedition \ and tha^ 
'•• '-' ^ - ■'S3 ' ^'\^i 
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** her Majcfty judged dt would be ndither 
" fafe for him, nof c^nvttiicnt for her^ 
•^ that hcjdibutd come d^ef at this ttme."* 
But all would not do : k Was^ehough' tfiai 
the Queen did hot iJMbluteliy fbrt)id h?th, 
and the party-confederates^ both foreign 
and domcftick, thought his prefence would 
be highly neceflary for tkeii: Ifervlce. 

Towards the end of^ December , the 
Lord Privy.feal* fet out tot Holland, tic 
was ordered to flop at the iJaguCy and, in 
conjuDQ:iori i^rith -the E^ of SriiAFFo^Rb, 
to declare to the States, iii hex Majdfly's 
name, " her refoloifions to conclude 'no 
^* peace, wherein the allies in general, and 
** each confederate in particular, might 
*^ not fina their ample fecutity, and their 
^^ reafonable fatisfa£l:ion^ Hiat flie was 
^* riady to infiflf upon their barrier, and 
" advantages in their trade, in tfie mahnfer 
^^ the . States themfe!ves Should ' defite j 
^' and to cortcert with thetn fuch a plan 

'' of 
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** ^ jtff aty, j^ both, ppwcrs might be un- 
" 4w"?Vit.U!?Ll engagements never tq rficefie 
ff fxam : Tb^t;:icthiDg cpix\d b,c of gr^?ijpr 
" iEQp,oxt^iTif,e> 4^an for th.e ujinifters pf 
" f^ffat Britain and tfoUand tp ,catcr tUa. 
" congref?. under theftridlefl: tiesof .cppfi* 
** deiice, ar^d intirely to concur tljrougli- 
** out the coiirfe of the^ ijegpciatio^f, 
" To which p.urgofe, it w^s hcrMajcfty's 
"pleafure, that their Lordihips ijxould 
" adjuft with the DuUb minifters, the beft . 
" ipanner and method for opening and* 
*^ cjuryin^ 00 the conferences, and de- 
" clare thenrifelyes inftrufted to copamu- 
*^ nicate freely their thoughts and mea- 
'* fures to the plenipotentiaries of the. 
" States, whoj they hoped, had received 
•* the fame inftrucfiioi^s/* 

Laftly, tljj^e fw;^ J9i;ds w^f,e ,to^igni^jto 
^.jP^qnfioaafy, and, 1^9 athe^ roiAiA 
*' That Jb|er jMpje^5 .prepjfations for the 
*;' i^exf cjinp^n wece faxjried OD witl^ ajl 
.*5 1^ difpatcb and v^Qur, which the prc- 
?' font circuniftan<;es WQuld allow ^ an4 

/ ' ' S4 *Mo 
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^to infiid, tliit 'the faW rilight* beHbhc * 
% the States Y and diat ^th pcrfWts^ 
(Idould join in pfcfflng; rfie Emperor/ 
•^ and other dlics^, to make greater teffifartt- 
*^ than they had hitherto done; ^ithou^ 
*^ Which the w^fr'muft latigiiah, and Ae 
*^ terms of peace become 'every day hsor^ 
\^^ difadvantageous/^ 

The two Brtitjh plenipotcritlaries went 
to Utrecht with very ^arge Inftrufiionis, 
and, after the ufual mahrier, were to make 
much* higher demands from France (at 
Jeaft in behalf of thd allies) than tlicy 
could have any Jiope t6 obtain. The 
ium of what they had m charge, befldcs 
matter qf form, was, to coticert with the 
miriifters of the feveral powers engaged 
againft France^ ** That all difiercrices 
" arifing among them fhouW be acconv- 
'*' modated betwetri ihttnielves, without 
' " fuifering UtitPreinch to ittifeerfere : That 
'*' whatever tvcre prbpt^cd* tt Ffamk*^ hy 
"'^^ a miniftef of the afiiante^ {booM^ be 
** backed ty thd ^holc^cWfedcftcyr That 
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*^ ^ timcf nug^t, be .fixc4 for die < ponclu-* ^ 
*5&m, as- there I^ad been for the com- 
*' -mencemen^, of the.treaty." Spain was 
to be dtmz&dcdjotftf of thp^rbaDds of the. 
BouJ^oN ff^mily, SLS^. the moft efFefhial 
mefuia for fMrevei^ti^g the , union of that 
kiagdofn mi^hFnmce j and wbatev^ con- 
ditions the allies could agree upon for 
bii»4eriag that union> their lord£hips w:pre 
peremptorily tp infift on. / _ 

. : As the injprefts of each ally in particu- 
1^, the plenipotentiaries o£ Britain were 
«Q4enwid ^ Strajkurgkr ibc Sort o£ Keift, 
^'with its dependencies, and the town o^ 
s^^ Btifac^ widi its tcmtpry, for the Em- 
i^.peior: ThaX France fliould^ poffefs jil^ 
^^^ia^ according to the. treaty of ^y^- 
^^ f^Ua^vn^ the^ipght of die prefiwSburc 
V only oyer. the l)cn Impefi^^cities in that 
<^ couptry ;. Tha< <iiefig^ of the 

'Vfjid j^aqiit;i9.s.l^|H^^ 
v^^tibflyv^Wj^iB;^ 1^^ of the faid 
** trfeatyi except: If^/iiirv, which was to bt 

f * detxiaad#fo£the J^ 

<* with' 
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*' c»$i<W|5 : Thp^ the ^^^A Kigglfeqold 
« ^ .^ iCftfttin ^w«, ^d ^t, Jus 9wa ex- 

« ©ey/BT (to be liffbiiUt; „ . 

'^ T)ul lh« tosr^ and CoKiie^ Qf ^R^&fi?* 

«< be otii9nvifefettM« 

f* l^at tiir dot^e rdatia|^ to religion, 
*Ua ^. fouith artide of the tttsoy^ot 
ff Rifiaicii aad QO%tsat^ lo Aat .of - iKr/« 
*^pbuUa, ftauii Jbe annulled, aad tJie 
•*^fiatB.ofa£^gpuaoianiGrr»w/2/I1efto{Red to 
^< the ienqor .of the ixeaty t&WefifbaUo, 

' •** Tliat Frdft(€ (hobld acknowledge the 
♦'Kirtgof iPir^b, juid give Wm no diA 
" torbance in Neuftbatel arid Valengin : 
" That Ae .pindpality of O'rdn^ii arid 
** other eftatcs belonging to the lite King 
*• •WiLi.iAM, ihoul^ be reftored, $8 law 
^^ Aould direft; 

, . "That 
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^^ Hiat this Diike of -Hamvir ihoold 
** he icknowkdgcdEled^* • 

**That the King oifxittu^al fhould 
♦* iehjoy all the advanta^^tes ftipulatifd fee- 
*^ twednhini ind th^ atHits, * /" 

" That tbp .Sfate§ {hbui4 h^v.efor their 
** barrier ^Purffes^ Fxjrt J^nbcK' Mentn^ 
^^ Ipres^ liijle^^ ^ournayy 'Coh4iy Valen-i 
*^ ciennes^ Matibeug^^ T^omy^ hethuneAhne^ 
♦^ St. Venant^ and BoUchain^ with * their 
^' cannon, ^r. That the F/»^A(;i& King 
^^ fhould rcftore all the place? hdonging 
** to Spairtj now or during this war in his 
♦^pofffeffion, ih the Netherlands: 'Hiat 
♦* fubh part of thena as ^ftiould he ihon^t 
" fit, might he, aMowed likewife for a 
** harrier to the States : That France 
** ftiQuld grant the -tariff of One Aou&nd 
*^ fix hundred and fiKty-four to the Sta^, 
<* and exemption of fifty ponce per tun 
^* upon Duteb goods tradings chat .kiag- 
'' dora. . 

. '* Bait ithat ih^r? MtMcf jn /gypur of 
*^ the States fhould not be coiidu^d, tili 

<^ the 
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^ iJi.e bamcr^toealy were trxpiained to the 

. *^, Ti»t.AcDi»kc of i'«<^ ihoaldbft 
*^ pK 10 pofffffion 0f all taken from Hta 
^^'in this war^ and enjoy the places yidded 
«* tQ him by the Emperor, and other al- 
<• lies.: That France fhould like wife yield 
«' to hina ExiJh^ FeneftrdUsy 0aum&imt, 
" the valley of Pregata^ ai;4 the land 
V lying bctwpcn Piidnmint .and Mpjint 

^^Tt^t the. article about^demoliAiing 
** of Dunkirk (hould be explaiiicdi*' 
-- As* to Brit^n^ the j^nipotentiaries 
iwerc tiyinfift, ^* Th^A Nieaporfy Dtndtr^ 
5^ ^nmi^ ^^^^^ ' and ail places which ap-r- 
^ pear to be a barrier rather ;jgainfl JBJjff- 
*< 7^;?^ than France^ fliould either not be 
H ^yenJto.theri>«/rj&, or at leaft in fuch 
f' e nmmeri as not to hinder the Qaeen's 
M j&ib}e<St8 free ps^age «o and from Ae 
^ L9^ Countries. 

" That the fcvcnth ardcle 6f the Bai&- 
•* tief-bea^, which inipowers the States, 
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'^^ in cafe of an attack> t6 put troops at 
"^^ d2fix?etbn in all' the pktces^ of die Lim 
^hCotmiriet^ ibould be ib explained aai lb 
f f jbfe. undorftood only of ^a i^ttack from 
** France. " 

"^ That Brr/tf«i flionld (rade to the 
** jLpw Countries with the fame privileges 
*< ad the States thenfelves. 

^' Thit themoft Chriftiah Kfttg fhoUld 
•* acknowledge the fucceffion of HAiid^ 
** vB»i» abd immteiiately oblige the Pre- 
^* tender to have France ^^ and th4t die 
^* £ud King (hould promife> for hitx£felt 
'^and his heirs, never to acknowledge 
** any perfon for King or Queen of Eng^ 
^y liind^ o^rwiib than according to the 
" fettlements now in force* . 

** That a treaty of conimerce ibould b^ 
^' Cixumenced^ as foon as poffible^ be- 
" tween France and Britami smd in th6 
*' mean time, the neceiTary. points relating 
«'toitbe/etaed. \ ; 

*^^That the lOe ^. St. Cbrdfiopher's 
^^ ihould be furrend?rcd to the Queen, 

^^ Hud. 
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^' Hudfin^ Bay: reftorad> Pkcem^ anci 
^^fhe whole Ifland bf Nenafdmtdtmtd 
«^ yielded to Brihtitt by t^oA xnbft Cluir* 
Y tian King ; who W&$ likewift to cjuic 
*' all claim to Nova Svotia and ^dmi^dh 

« That Gibtakar and Mifwrifd (hdUM 
^' be annexed to the £nVi^ crOKt^m f . 

^ That the AfTieiito ihwU be granted 
*' to Britmn fbr thirty years^ with the 
^^ fame advdfttage as Co France \ with cm 
^* ^exttM cf grouad on the rtvei* of Ehtm^ 
^^ fbr keeping and I'efre^btiig tho Ne* 
^* grdee. 

*^ That iSj^/to fliould grftnt to the liiba 
" jedls of Britain as large {irivihtge^ as » 
*• any other n^Kion trhatfoewfi a^ lik«^ 
^* wife an exemption of duties^ amounting 
*' to an advantage of at leail fifteec^;^^^ 
^^ €ent:, • '• 

** That fatisfa<aion (houU be.^e^ 
" manded for what . fho^ild a|^p«ar to to 
V^juftly due to her Klajefty, fr<jm the 
** En>pexor and the States,* ^ ^ » . 

[' Laftly, 
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<*' hH^yi THat ffie {)ki«iiotenH»i<*S 
<' ffldUld eWfAih ^fih (Mo(^ «f the Prtf^ 
" tk&iiSt llli^ the idoft ifiilSitMl flie^ 
*MJaijAi for reftoririg tho Pr^ftants djf 
^^FhtOfe tb their reli|^i<ms and ciVil.HfcfBiM 
'** t^, (Cfad Ibr th^ immediate reUaie.df 
*'* thofe Who sttie now iti iht^lkyei" 

What ^art bf tfifefi d^ftisriitft WtiWtS 
be infifted dft, ahd Whkc'vrm ttjfcd ^eii 
B^t #Hi {>!>{)««' hy^lM feqttiel «f ^ he 
g^atloft. - liiit there ma OonMAadky df 
fn(ii»6n^^(^^ td retSft^ Hit feiM^ esr-» 
^t^ t hi'ethdd fdr .|$fiEf««nii^.the imida 
of Ff-in'ct ftfid Bpaih fander one priaeci' 
sad the &tti!n(| ^e ha^iee foi^ihrnli 
tHiich laAj S9 (^almid hy the States 
doi&ld^ ih ^ttdenee •and (iiifetyi b« no more 
i^ldwed by lis tfe«i :by France. 

M6n£ Bb¥i \q be 6i)e bf Hl^l? ^})ip<dJ^ 

»^^<l » ft?«^44y« slftttr tht Lwd Priiry^ 
ftai. ' fii M6 ia!^ t»hiFei«Ate with the 
lords of the coun«3)v he ab^ttte^ 46*^ 

dared > 
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clared^ ^^ That bis mafters had done tbeir 
<' utmoft> both by fta and land: That ik 
^* was unreafonable to expeft more: That 
*« they had exceeded their proportion, 
«' even beyond Britain ; and that as^ to 
** theEmperor, and other allies, he knew 
" no expedient left for making them ad: 
** with niore vigour, than to purfuc them 
V with pathctical exhortations.** 

This minifter was fent over hither, in- 
ftrufte^ and impowered by halves. The 
fernient raifed by the united endeavours 
of our party-leaders, among whom he 
was a conftant fellow4abourer to the 
utmoft of his ikill, had wholly con- 
founded him I and thinking to take the 
advantage of negociating well for Jfo/- 
land at the expen^ce oi Britain^ he a^ed 
but ill for his own country, and worie 
for the common caufc. However, the 
Queen's minifters and he parted with the 
greateft civility^ and her Majefty's prefent 
was double the value of what is ufual to 
the character he borc^ 

As 
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. (As the Q|jefin;Wa9 cknecmined to alter 
i^ ^eaAii:e$ io snakiog w^, & (he 
U»^akt.jiQthii^ s^tsld i€( iiiuch con^^ 
vincis the States of the Joeccffity of i 
^ftoe^ 4S to hai» them fi^equeiidjr put in 
smodof dxis rcfohitton> Which ^er am4 
bftSador STsArpoiv^i tbcD at the Hague^ 

. kits accordiagfy dire^d to do : and if 
jfhey fliould .9bje<fl, of what ill conie- 
quence it would be for the enemy to 
kpow her Majcfty defigned to leflcn her 
iexpences, he might anfwer, " That the 

, ^* miniftera here were fony for it i but 
" the Dutch cfould only blame them-* 
^* fefves, for forcing into fuch iai neceflity 
V SI princefs, to whofe frieridfhijf> they 
** owed the prefervation and grandeur o^ 
" their repdblick, and chufing to Icail 
''on a broken fadtion, rather than plac* 

/" their confidence in the Queen " 

.,, ' It was her Majefty^s earned defire, that 
there fhould. be a pcrfedt agreement at 
this treaty between 'the miniftcrs of all 
the alliesi than which nothing could be 
fv T niore 
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more eiFedtual to make France comply 
with their juft demands: above all, (he di-^ 
rented, her plenipotentiari^ to enter tato 
the ilridteft confidence with thofe oi H§U 
land*, and that> after the States had coo- 
fented to explain the Barrier-treaty to her 
reafbnable fatisfa£tion, both powers (hould 
form between them a plan of general 
peace, from which they would not recede, 
^ndi fuch as might fecure the quiet of Eu* 
rope^ as well as the particular intercfts of 
each confederate, 

TheD^^/ci^were accordingly preffed, be- 
fore the congrefs opened, to con^e to fome 
temperament upon that famous treaty; be- 
caufe the minifters here expeSed it would 
be foon laid before the houfe of Common^ 
by which the refentment of the nation 
would probably appear againft thofe who 
had been aftors and advifers in it j but 
Monf^Burs, who ufually fpokefor his col*- 
leagues, was full of oppoiition, began to 
expoftulateuponthcadvantagesBr/V^Whad 
itipulated with France^ and to infill, that 
2 his 
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his mafters ought to (hare equally m them 
all, but eipecially the'Affiento contraft: 
lb that no progreft was made in fixing a 
previous good correipondencb between 
'Britain and the States, which hef Ma- 
jcily had foearneftly recommended. 
- Certain regulations having been agreed 
upon, for avoiding of cerctnony and other 
inconveniencies, the conferences began at 
Iffrecbfj upon the twenty-ninth of Janu^ 
ary, N. 8. One thoufand feveft hundred 
and eleven-twelve, at ten in the morn- 
ing. The minifters of the allies going 
into the Town-houfe at one door, and 
thofc of France, at the fame inftant,' at 
another, they all took their feats without 
diftincftion ; and the Biftiop of Bristol- 
Lord Privy-Seal, firft plenipotentiary of 
Britain^ opened the aflembly with a fhort 
fpecch, direAed to the minifters of France^ 
VI' words to the following efFeft : 
*« Mcfficurs, 
" We are here met to-day, in the name 
** of (jod, to enter upon a treaty of gene- 
^ T 2 "ral 
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^^ ral p^ace,. bet ween the High AMes^md 
** the King your maftar^ Wc bjiog fii^ 
^* cere intentions^ and e9:pii((s orders £roip 
^< our fuperiors, to concur^ on their part^ 
^< with whatever may axivance ix^ per- 
^ fcdt fp Mntary and chriftian a wof^^* 
" On the other fide, we hope yon Jiaw 
** the fame diQ)ofkion^ and that ]wnr or-< 
** dcrs will be fo full, a^ to be able^ 
" without loft of time^ to anfwer the qx* 
*' pecSation of the H[igh Allies, by /|3t- 
" plaining yourfclves clearly and ro^n^ 
" upon tb? points we fhall have, to fettle 
" upon thefe conferences i aiid th^t p^ 
** will perform this in fo plain and.fpec^ 
" fick a manner^ as ev€3-y prince ^ndi)^^ 
"in the confederacy may find a juft and 
^* reafohable fatisfaftion/' 
- The French began^ by promiiit^ to 
explain the overtures which Mjoftf. Mbs- 
KAGER had delivered to the Qgeen fome 
months before> and to give in a fpecifick 
projedk of what their, i?iafter.WQuldyicld^ 
providfd the allies wo»ld ^achjgive a if^ 

cifid& 
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cifick anfwer> bf maldng ti^eir federal de^ 
iliaods s which method, after matiy diffi^ 
cuMes, and alSsAed delays in the Dutch, 
was at length agreed to. 

But atit States, who had, with the utr 
moft difcontent, feen her Majefty at the 
head of this negociation, where they in- 
tended to have placed themielves, began 
to difcover their ill-humour upon every 
occafion ; th^ raifed endlefs difficulties 
about fettling the Barrier-treaty, as the 
Queen defired ) and in one of the firft ge- 
)>eral conferences, they would not fufFcr 
the Britijh Secretary to take the minutes, 
but nominated fome Dutch profeffor for 
that office, whkh the Queen refufed, and 
ref^ited their behaviour as an ufelefs 
cavil, intended only to (hew their want 
of refpe£t. The Britijh plenipotentiaries 
had great reafon to fufpei^, that the Dutch 
were, at this time, privately endeavour* 
ing to engage m fome feparate meafurei 
with i'rtf/irf , by die intervention' of one 
Moio, a bufy faflious agent at Amfter^ 
T 3 dam^ 
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Jam^ vHbo had beeti ofbeh employed in 
fuch intrigues: that this was the caufe 
which made them to litigious' and flow in 
all their fteps, in hopes to "break the coa* 
grefs, and find better terms for their trade 
and barrier, from the Frenehy than we ever 
could think fit to allow them. The Dutch 
miniftcrs did aHb apply thenlfclves with 
induftry, to cultivate the Imperial pleni- 
potentiary's favour, in order to fecure all 
advantages of commerce with Spain and 
the U^ejl Indiesy in cafe thofe dominions 
could be procured for the Emperor : for 
this reafon they avoided fetding any ge- 
neral plan of peace, in concert with the 
plenipotentiaries of Britaitiy which her 
Majefty defired ; and Monf. Burs plainly 
told their lordfliips, that it was a point, 
which neither he nor his colleagues could 
confent to, before the States were ad-i- 
mitted equal fharers with BrHain in. the 
trade of Spain. , 

The court haying notice of this untrada- 
hie tctpper in the Dutcb^ gave dired orr 

dcrs 
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ders to tlic plenipotentiaries oi^J^ritain^ 
for preffing thofe qi %\i^ States to adjuft 
thegcofs inequalities of the Barrief -treaty;, 
fince nothing was niore ufual or agreeable 
to reafon than for princes, who find them- 
felvcs aggrieved by prpjudicial contrafts^ 
taexpeft they fliould be modified ^d exr 
plained. And fince it now appeared by 
votcfif ia the houfe of Commons, that the 
fepfe of the nation agreed with what her 
Majefty defired, if the Dutch mjnifters 
would not be . brought to any moderate 
terms upon this demand, their lordfhips 
were directed to improve and amend the 
particular conceflions made to Britain 
hy France, and form them into a treaty; 
for the Queen was determined never to 
allow the States any fhare in the Afllento, 
Gibraltar, and Port-Mabon ; nor could 
think it reafonable, that they ihould be 
i^pon an equal foot with her in the trade 
of Spain, to the conqueft whereof they 
had contributed fo little. 

T 4 Nor 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«f» HISTORY <» Tuz FOUR * 

Nor I was the coetAoSt of the Imperii 
inmifter at ikk tkne left perplexing thaf\ 
that of the States^ bolh thc^ powers »p^ 
pearing fttHy heot, «khfir upoa bresdong 
off the ctegodatioiv or, Kpon jR^rcing frpin 
^e Queen th^fe advantages ihe expedse^ 
by it for her own kingdefQS. IJer Mz*. 
|e{ly therefore diought fit, abqat the be^ 
ginning of Marcb^ to fend Mr* Thomas 
Harley, a -near relation of the Trea- 
furer's, to l/^r^^'iftf, fully informed of her 
i^ind, which be was directed to consLmu-^ 
nicate to the plenipotentiaries of j^ntaku 

. Mr. Harx-ey flopped in his way to. 
Vtjrecht at the ffague^ and there told the 
Penfionary, "That nothing had haf^>ened 
<' lately in England but what was long 
^* ago foretold him, as wdl as ihfi odher 
^* ^ niimfters of the allies: That the proceed- 
*^ ings of the hoidfe of CommonSj, parti- 
^^culariy about tiic Barrier-treaty, muft 
^ chiefly be aferihed to th.6 manner in 
^* v^fhich the Qjjeen and the nation haxl 
^^H^.A treate4 h^ MonC Bothmar^ 

^^ Count 
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^ Counl ©ALiAs, Burs, and*<Jthcr fo- 
** reign minifters-: Th« if the States^ 
^^ would yet eiiter into a flrid uiiion \?rith 
^* tbe <iiiiecn^ give her fetisfadtion in thcr 
!* feid treaty, and join in concert with 
f* her pleflipotieiitiarics at Ufretbty a iaffi 
^^ and advantageous peace might be ob- 
" tained for the whole alliance ; btherwiic 
^* her IVfajefty niuft faye her own cduntry^ 
^^ and join with fuch of her 4hcs asf 
** woaki join with her, 

*♦ As to the war, that the condud of 
^* the allies, and their oppofition to the; 
^ Queen, by private Intrigues parried on* 
^* among her own fubjefts, as well as by 
** open remonftrances, had made the 
^* houfe of Commons take that tidatter 
*' out of the hands o£ Ae minifters. 

<^ Laftly, that in cafe the prefent treaty 
^^ were bi'oken off by the Dtacb tefufing 
'^ to comply, her Majefty thought it rea-= 
^ fonable to infift, that fome cautionary 
^^ places be put intb her hands as pledges,^ 
'v^ i3iat no other negociattonfliould been- 
i *'tcr?4 
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'* tered into fay the States General, with- 
^* out her participation." 

Mr. Harley's inflrudtions to the 
Queen's plenipotentiaries were, ** Tliat 
** they ihould prefs thofe of France; 
to open themfelves as far as poffibie, 
in concerting fuch a plan of a jgcne- 
ral peace, as might give reaibnabie 
" fatisfaif^ion to all the confederates, 
** and fuch as her parliament would ap- 
" prove: That the people of Englknd be- 
" lieved Prance would, confent to fach a 
" plan ; wherein if they found themfelves 
" deceived, they would be as eager for 
*• profecuting the war as ever." 

Their lord(hips were to declare openly 
to the Dutcby " That no extremity fhould 
" make her Majefty depart from infifHng 
" to have the Affiento for her own iub- 
" jeds, and to keep Gibraltar and Port^ 
" Mahon ; but if the States would agree 
•* with her upon thefe three heads, (be 
" would be content to reduce the trade 
** of SfiUn and the Weji Indies^ to the con- 

" dition 
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** dition it was in under die lateCatholick 
" King Charles IL" 

The French were farther to be prcfled, 
*^ That the Pretender ihould be im- 
^* mediately fent out of that kingdom ; 
" and that the moft effe<5lual method 
" fhoald be taken, for preventing the 
" union of France and Spain under one 
" prince/' , ■ ^ 

About this time her majcfty's minifters, 
and thofe of the allies at Utrecht, delivered 
in the feveral poftulata, or demands of 
their mafters to the French plenipoten- 
tiaries, which having been fince made 
publkk, and all of them, except thqJlib 
of BritaWy very much varying in the 
courfe of the negodation, the reader 
would be but ill entertained with a tran- 
fcript of them here. - 
, Upon intelligence of the laft Dauphin's 
death, the father, fon, and grandibn, all 
of that title, dying within the compafe 
of a year, Monf. Gaitltier went to 
France with letters to the Marqoils of 

TORCY, 
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ToxcY) to.projpqfe h^r Majefty s e^pe^ 
dient for preventing tlvp uiifon of that 
kingidom with, Spofn ; whi^b^ as it .was 
the mod important article to be iettled^ 
in order ^o fecure peace, for EuropCy Hx^ it 
was a point that required to be fpeedjly 
adjufted under the pr^fent Qirc\in3ft^Mice$ 
and iituation. of the Bourbon family^ 
there being only left a child of two years 
old to ftand between the Duke of An joij 
imd his fucceeding to the crown of France, 

Her Majefty likewife pr^ffcd France Ijy 
the fame difpatches, to fend full inftruc-> 
tipns to their plcpipotentiarics^ empower** 
igg thorn to offer to the alUes fuch ^lan 
ef peace, as nught give mufon^bk f^'tih 
h^on to all her allies. 

The Queen's propo^ foe pevenbng 
an union between France and Spain was, 
♦^ that Phij^ip ftnould formally r* noiiRce 
<^ the kingdom of France fw hionfelf tod 
<* his poftcrity j and that rtus rewmcialiw 
♦Sfliould be confirof^ by theeourfs-w 
5^ Aat^ of i^pdn, ^rhoj.wilhwjt^iieftio!!, 
""• « would 
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^ v^uM heartfly concur againft fiich ah 
** uniofi, By whkh <hcn- c6«m&y muft 
** become^ pttDvinct to Prahc^."' In liktt 
mknner, the French priftces of th6 blokxl 
W«c fevierally to renounce all tide to 
^pnin. \. 

The Frmh raifed many difficulties 
tipon ieveral particulars of this expedient} 
but the Queen per (ifted to refufe 4ny plan 
of peace before this weighty point were 
fettled in the manner (he propofed, which 
was afterwards fubmi^ted to, as in pfopeif 
place we (hall oWefvei In the mean 
* time, the negociation at Utrecht proceeded 
withi a very flow pace ; the Dutch ifttef-*^ 
pofing all obftruftions they could con* 
frive, refufing to come to any reafonable 
temper upon die Barrier-treaty, or to offer 
a plan, in concert with the Queen, for a 
genieral peace. Nothing left would fe- 
tisfy them, than the partaking in thofe 
advantages we had ftipulated for ourfelves, 
and which ' did no ways interfere with 
ditir trade or fecurity. They ftill ex-* 
* * pefted 
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polled fome tarn in Enghndy tbejf 
iriends on this fide had ventur^ to aflur^ 
thQm« that the Qtie^i could x>ot live 
many monthSj which, ind^ed^ from the 
bad flate of her Mkje%'8 . health, waa 
rcaforfabte to expc6k. The Britijh pleni-*? 
potentiaries d^ly difcovered new endea- 
vours of Holiqnd to treat privately with 
France ; and, hftly, thofc among the 
States, who defired the war (hould con-^ 
tinue, ftfove to gain time, until the cam- 
paign (hbuld open; and by refolving to. 
enter Intdadlion with the firft opportunity, 
i^endjer all things defpe^ate, and break up 
the congrefs. * 

This fcheme did exadly fall in with 
Prince Eugene's difpofitiohs, whom the 
States had chofen for their general, and 
of whofe condud:, in this conjundture, 
the Queen had too much reafon to be jea- 
lous 5 but her Majeftjr, who was relblved 
to do her utmoft towards putting a good 
and fpeedy end to this war, having placed 
the Duke of Ormond at the head of her 

forces 
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forces m 'FlanderSy whither he was now 
arrived, direded him to keep all the troops 
in Britijh pay, whether fubjefts or fo^ 
fdgners, immediately under his own com*^ 
maud > and to be captious, for a while, in 
engaging in any aftion of importajKc,^ 
unlefs upon a very apparent advantage* 
At the fame time the Queen determined 
to make one thorough trial of the difpo- 
fition of the States, by allowing them the 
utmoft conccffions . that could any way 
fuit cither with her fafety or honour. . She 
therefore direftcd her iuinifters at Vtrecbt^ 
to tell the putchy " That, in order to fhew 
•* how defirous fhe was to live in per*^ 
*•* fed: aniity with that ^epublick, ihe 
'* Would refiga up the fifteen per cent. 
** advantage upon Englifh goods fentto 
" theSpamJb dominions, which the Fre/icb 
*' King had offered her by a power from 
*• his graiidfon, and be content to reduce 
" that trade to the ftate in which }t was, 
** under the late King of Spain. She would 
'« accept of any tolerable foftening of thefe 

** words 
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^( word^in the feventh article of theBarrierd 
<< treaty, where it is faid^ the States fliall 
« have power, in cafe of an apparent at- 
<* tack, to put as many troops as they 
<« pleafe into aU the places of the Nether^ 
«* iamb, without fpccifyiBg an attack 
" from the fide of France, as ought to 
•* have been done ; odierwife, the Queen 
*» might juftly think they were preparing 
•« thcmfelves for a rupture with Britain. 
« Her Majfefty likewife confented, that the 
♦< States ftiouid keep Niettfwf, Dender-* 
^* tnondi arid the caftle cf Ghent, as aii 
** addition to their barrier, although flid 
^ were fenfible how injurious thofe con- 
^ cefliions would be to the trade of her 
^* fubjefks J and would wave the demand of 
** Oftend being delivered into her handsj 
*« which fhe might with juftice infift on. 
<< In return of all this, that the Queen 
** only dcfircd the minifters of the State* 
** would enter into a clofe correfpcn^cndei 
**with her's, and fettle between them 
" ibme plan of a general pcace^ which 

[' might 



Digitized 



byQoogle 



Last years of the queen. 28^ 

** give reaibnabie .content to all her al- 
** lieSi and' which her Majcfty would en- 
^* deavour to bring France to confcnt to. 
*• She defired the tradq of her kingdoms 
" to the Netberlandsy and to the towns of 
** their barrier, thight be upon as good t 
^ " foot is it was before the war began t \ 
-** That l\it Dutch would not Infift to have 
** /hare in the Aftaento, to which they 
*' had not the leaft pretenfions, and that 
*^ they would no longer encourage the 
" intrigues of a fadtion againft her go- 
** yernment. Her Majefly aflured them 
*^ in plain terms, that her own future 
"^^ mcafures, and the condud of her ple- 
*• nipotentiaries, fhould be wholly ' go- 
**'verned by their behaviour in thefe 
** points ; and that her offers were only 
^* conditional, in. cafe of their compliance 
." with what (he defired/* 

But all thefe proofs of the Queen's 

kindnefs and finccrity would not avail. 

The Dutch minifters pleaded, they had 

no power to concert the plan of general 

U peace 



ft 
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peace with thpfe of Britain: however^ 
they afiured the latter, that the Affient^f 
was the only difficulty which ftuck witb^ 
Aeir mafters. Whereupon, at their de^. 
fire, a contraift for that traffick was twi<:e 
read to them j after which they appcj^red 
very well fatisfied, and faid they would 
g^ to iSkkC Hague for further in&n^ion&r 
Thither they went, an4 after a weekV 
abfence, rctjturned the fsime anfwer, '< Thtf 
'^ they had no power to fettle a feheme <^ 
^ pQace ; but could only difcourie of il^ 
^ when the difficulties of the Barrier^: 
^' treaty were over." And Monf. Buva 
took a journey to Amfierdam^ on purpoi^ 
to ftir up that city, where he was Pcii^ 
iipnary, againft yielding theAffiento V^\ 
Britain y but was unfuccefsful in his ne^ 
gociation j the pomt being pddcd up thcrey 
and in jEnpft other towns in Holland. 

k will have an odd found ifi kiftoryy 
and appeal" hardly cfredible^ that in feveral • 
petty repubiicks of iingle towns, whiclr 
make up' the States General^ it &ould b«r 

» formal-^' 
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rormally debated, whether the Queen of 
tjfreat Britain, Whd preferved the com- 
toon wealth at the charge b( fo many 
millioAs, mould he fiifFcfed to enjoy, after 
a peace, the liberty granted her by Spai/t 
t£ fefling African flaves in t3ie Spdnijh 
dominions of America I But (h6rc was a 
jn^evailihg fati^oii at the Htigae; violently 
bbnt againfl: any peace, where the Queeii 
muft afl: that part whith they had in-^ 
fended for di^mfelves. Thefe politicians^ 
^;^o heia conftaht correfpohdencd with 
thtir old dejected friends in England, were 
dally fed with the vain hopes of the 
Owen's death,* or the party*s reftoratioii* 
They likewife endfeavoured to Ipih out the 
tinle, till Prmice Eugene's aiflivity had 
pufhed on foth fe grfeat event, which might 
govern or perplex the cohditions of peace* 
Therefore the lyutcb plenipotentiaries^ 
who proceeded by Ae. inlh:iraibiis of 
ihofe miftaken patridts, aidled in every 
point with a fpirit of Ikigioufisefs^ thaii- 
W:htch nothing could ^ve gn^ter advati^ 
U 2 tage 
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tagc to the enemy > a ftrid union be- 
tween the allies, bjflt QCf^ially Britain 
2xA 'Holland, b?ing donbtlcfs the only 
means for prpcuring fafe and honourable 
*ernas from France. 

But nehhier v^$ this the worft ; for 
the Queen received undoubted inteUi- 
gcnce froai Utrecht^ that the Duteb were 
Again attempting a fcparate correfpon- 
<lence with France. And by letters, in- 
tercepted here, from Viennay it was foundi 
that the Imperial court, whofe miniftcrs 
were jn the utmoft confidence with, thofe 
jof Holland^ exprefled the moft furious 
jage againftber Majefty, for the fteps (he 
had taken to advance a peace. 

This unj.uftifiable treatment, the Queen 
could not d^cft from an ally, upon 
whom ihe had conferred fo many %nal 
obligations, whom flie had uf^d with fo 
much indulgence and Sincerity during.the 
whok courfc of the negociatibn, and had 
fo often invited to go along with her in 
every motion towards a peace- She ap- 
' . • - prehended 
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prehended likewife, that the nfcgociation 
might be taken oiit of her hands, \i France 
could bd fecurcf of eafier conditions in 
Holland^ or might think that Britain 
wanted power to influence the whole 
confederacy. She refolve J therefore, on 
this occafiopf, to e^^ert hcrfelf with vigour, 
ftiadinefs, and difpatch; and, in the be- 
ginning oiMay,, fent her commands to 
the Earl of Strapford to repair imme^ 
diately to Engfandy in ordet. to confult 
with bcr minifters what was proper to be 
done. 

The propofal above mentioned, for 
preventing the union of France and Spain, 
met with many difficulties i Monf. de 
ToRCY raifing objections againft feveraL 
parts of it. But the Queen refufed to 
proceed any farther with France^ until this 
weighty point were fully fettled to her 
fatisfadlion ; after which, fbe promifed to 
gtttnt a fufpenfidn of arms; provided the 
' town and citadel of Bunkirk mfight/ be 
delivered as a pledge into h^r harfiis : land 

-'•■•' ■ ' U 3 pro- 
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propo6d ibfltJ^fs mi^t \» ^neodcrcd 
to li»Dut(;b9 if tU^.would copfibct tq^ 
come into th^ Axi^QAoQ^ : Pr^mcfl ^L^iH : 
lutely refufed the latter 5 gnd tbe^tat!^. 
General having adied iq. [i^rpijtudl ^Qf^ 
tradiiSdon to hex M^%, (he prefled that 
inatter no. farters ^.ecaufe (be 4o»b^ed 
they would not agree to 9 ceflatio^ j^C 
Sirms. Howewfj^ Q^c refclvcd to p]^t ^^ 
0)eedy cnd^oiT at le^ft intcrmiflioQ, to her 
own Ihare in the Var :. and tht? Frentk. 
having declared thenafclvcs ready 19. ggree 
to her expedients^ for preventing, tl^% 
union of the two crovns, and,coniented. 
to the delivery of Z)unkiri 5 pofitive or-s 
dprs were ient to the Du^e of Ormondi 
to avoid engaging in any battle or fiege^ 
until he had further inftru(^ions j but he 
was dircdted to conceal his orders, and to. 
find the beft e^fcuf^s he could, ^f^ny 
prefling occafiori fhould offer. 

The r?^n$ for thi^umtfuaLpincej^ 
ing, which made a wighty iH)ifej, wcji^eof 
fti^cl^nt.^K^igt^t; to juftifj^itf for, J^^t^ 
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ikznt to the ^cemokt made beti^een u$ 
«nd France^ a pourier was then diipatched 
fidm Ffmtainhleau to Madrid^ with the 
offer of an alternative to PbiHp^ either of 
rcfigning iS^/« immediatdy to the Duke 
of Savoy^ upon the hopes of fuccceding 
te France^ and forae pnefent advantagey 
which» not having been accepted, is need- 
lefs to dilate on ; or of adhering to Spain^ 
and renouncing ail future claim td France', 
for himfelf and his pofterity* 

tJntil it could be known which part 
Philip would accept, the Qnjeen would 
not take pc£e£[k>n ofDun^rk^ nor fuffer 
an armiftice to be declared. But, how- 
ever, fince the moft Chriftian King had 
agreed that his grandibn Should be forced^ 
in cafe of a refufal, to make his choice 
immediately, her Majefty could not en- 
dure to think, that perhaps feme thou- 
fands of lives of her own fubjcfts and • 
allies might be facrificed, without nccef- 
fity, if an occafion ihould be found or 
fought for fighting a battlej which, (he 
U 4 very 
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very well knew. Prince E^gisne would 
eagerly attempt, and put all into coofu-r 
fion, to gratify his own ambition, the 
X.j «»6my of his new mafters the Dutch; 
and the rage of his court. 

But the Duke of OiiMt>i5rD, who, with' 
every other quality that can KcompiiHl 
or adorn a great man, inherits all the 
valour and loyalty of his ahceftors, found 
it very difficult to acquit himfelF of his* 
commiflion ; for Prince EuoeVe, and alF 
the field*deputies of the States/ had be- 
gun already to talk either of attacking the 
enemy, or befieging ^ejhcyj the ccmft- 
derate army being how all joined by 
the troops they expededj and accor<I- 
ingly, about three days after the Dukfe 
had received thofe orders from^ court, it 
was propofed to his. Grace,- at a meeting 
with the Prince and Deputies, that the 
French army fhould be attacked,* their* 
camp having been viewed^ and a great 
opportunity offering to do it with fucceft : 
for the Marcchal i)E Villars, who had 

notice 
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notke fent Him by Monf. *de Torcy of 
what was paffing, and haH fighified the' 
fauic by a trumpet to the Duke, fliewed* 
lefe vigilance than was ufual to that' ge- 
neral, taking no precautions to fecurd hfef 
cais^p, orobferve the motions of the allies^ 
probably on purpofe to provoke them 5 
the Duke faid/*' That the Earl of Straf- 
** ford's fudden departure for Englandy 
*^ made him believe there was fomething 
** of confeq«cDce now tranfadling, which 
" would be known in four or fiye days j 
" and therefore defired they Would defer 
*^ this or any other undertaking, until he 
" Could receive frefh letters from Eng^ 
^^ land'* Whereupon the Prince and 
peputies immediately told the Duke, 
*< That they looked for fixch dn anfWer 
*^ a8» be liad given them: That they haci 
*^ fufpe^ted our meafurcs for fome tinie, 
'-^ and theit fufpicions were confirmed* hf 
*f the expires his Grace had fo' lately re- 
*'* ceived,-as.well as, by the negligence tdr 
^vMQnf.,Vii/iAR6/* They aj^4 rfred c»i 
.^ , 3 tremely 
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tremely dUTatisfied^ and ihe Deputies told 
the Duke, that they would immediatdjr 
fend an account of his aufwer to their 
maAerS) which they accordingly did; and 
ibon aftCT) by order from the States, 
wrote him an <tKpoftula^ng letter, in a 
^b lefs refpf^ul than became them ; 
deiiringi among other tfaiBg^, to explain^ 
himfelt, whether he had pofitiv^ ixdcn 
not to fight the French f and afterwards 
told him, ^* They were fure he had ^h 
*' orders, Qthcrwifc he could upt anfwer 
<^ whai he h^d done/' But the Duke ftiU 
ifij^aved the queftion, faying, " he would 
** be glad to have letters from England^ 
f* before he entered upon adioo, and 
«« that he expefted them daUy." 

ypon this^^ incident, the minifterjs and 
I^B^als of the allies imitiediately took 
ii^f ^arm, venting their fury in very ijo^ 
1^9t expreffiorx) againft tht Queen, and^ 
thofe (he employed in her councils : faid^' 
tfaey were hetrayed by Britain^ and af^ 
(ll(B6d the icountenancc of thofe who tMhk 

they 
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tJjf y have rjccciwd w injury, and wqjc 
iiifpoTed tQ return it. ' 

The Duk^ of QRMCMfD'c^^rnGiy confifted 
of eighteen., thoufand of. her M^efly & ^b-?. 
je£ls, aodahoutthirty thoufaxKl hired froiu^ 
othei" princes, either whdly by the Queen, 
pr jointly-^by.her and |he Slates. The Duke 
ipiroediatply informed the court of the dif- 
ppjSfions hp found ratnong the foreign gcn 
rifirals upon thi$ o^cafioni and th^t, upoa 
Sin exigency, 1 he could only d)epcnd.on tho 
j^ritijb troops adhering to hipa s thofe of 
IJanover. having already deternained to 
defert to the Dutcby tempted the Dane^ 
to do the like, and that he had feafon tc^ 
fuppofe the fame pf tl^e reft. 

Upon the news arriving at JJtre^t^ that 
the; Puke of Orwonp h^d refiifc^d l;a cjir 
g$^e in any adtion againft the cnenay* 
Xh^.Dufck miniflers there went imfla©*- 
difM^ely ,to ,p]Lake their complaint^ ta \\^ 
Lqrd Priyy^ftjiJ; siggrsvating dw ftfange? 
^efs of this proccpdingi together with Ui© 
<:Qflfespfl?e (^ it:, in ^be lo(« of ^ w^oft 

favour- 
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fevourable opportunity for ruioing thcf 
French army, and the difcontent it muft 
needs create in the whole body of the 
confederates. Adding, how hard it was 
that they (hould be kept in the dark, 
and have no communication of what was 
done in a point which (o nearly concerned 
them. They concluded, that the Duke 
muft needs have afted byorder?; and 
d'cfircd his lordftiip to write both to court, 
and to his Grace^ what they had now 
feid. 

The Bifliop anfwered, " That he knew 
^ nothing of this fad:, but what they bad 
•'told him; and therefore waanot pre- 
^ pared with a reply to their reprefenta- 
^ tions : only, in general, he could vcn- 
^ tore to fay, that this cafe appeared very 
•*' like the condud: of their field-depufaes 
•• upon former occafions^^ That if fuch 
•* ©refers were given, they were certsunly 
•* built upon vtiry juftifiable foundations, 
«* and would foon be fo explainfed as to 
•* convince the States, and all the workf, 

" that 
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** tjiat the common intcreft would be 
*** better provided for another way, than 
"^^ by a battle or fiege : That the want of 
" communication which they complained 
*' of, could not make the States fo uneafy 
*^ as their declining to receive it had made 
" tbfi Queen, who had ufed her utmoft 
*^ endeavours to perfuade them to concur 
" with her in concerting every ftep 
*^ towards a general peace, and fettling 
" fucli a plan as both fides might ap- 
" prove and adhere to; but, to this day, 
"the States had not thought fit to accept 
^^ thofe offers, or to authoriie any of their 
^* miriifters to treat with her Majcfty's 
plenipotentiaries upon that- affair, al- 
though they had been prefTed to it ever 
^ fince the negociation began : That his 
" lordfhip, to fhew thathe did not fpeak 
" his private fenfe alone, took this oppor- 
" tunity to execute the orders he hacj re- 
** deived the evening before, by declaring 
** to them, that all her Majefty's pfiirs 
*' for adjufting the differences between 

" her 
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" her ahd the States were founded upoA 
** this exprcis conditiori, That they ihould 
*^ cotiie imtfiediately into the Qjieen^s 
" meafures, and aft openly dnd finccrfely 
*• with her ; and that, from their conduft/ 
*• fo direfiHy contrary, fhc iiow looked 
" upon hetfelf to be under no obligation 
*^ to them/* 

Mon£ Buys and his colleagues were 
ftunned with this declaration^ made to/ 
them at a time when they pretended to 
think the right of complaining to be on 
their fide, and had come to the Bifjiop . 
upon that errand. But after their furprife 
Ivas abated, and Buys's long reafonings at . 
an end, they began to think how matters 
might be retrieved ; and were of opinion^ 
that the States fhould immediately dif- ' 
patch a minifter to England^ unlefs hfe 
lordfhip were empowered to treat with 
them; which, without new conitnands, 
he faid he was not. They afterwards 
defired to know of the Bifhop, what the [ 
meaning was of the laft words in "his de- 
claration. 
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ckration^ " That her Majefty looked upon 
•'herfelf to be under no obligation ta 
V* them."* He told them his opinion^ 
" That as the Qgecn was bound by treaty 
^Vto concert with the States the condi-* 
*^ tions of a peace, fo, upon their declin-* 
" ing the ccincert fb frequently offered^ 
" fhc was acquitted of that. obligation? 
" but that he verily believed, whatever 
** meafures her M ajefty (hould takic, (he 
'^* would always have a friendly regard tg 
" the intereft of their commonwealth > 
^^ and that as their unkindnefs had been 
<« very unexpe£led and difagrceable to hct' 
" IVlajefty, Co their compliance would bcf 
** equally pleafing/' 

• I have been the more circtimftantial in 
relating this affair, becaafe it furni(hed 
abundance of difcourfe, and gave rife ta 
itks^ny wild conjectures and mifreprefenta^ 
(iops, as well h^te, 2L%ln Holland^ efpecially 
that part, which concerned the Duke of, 
Ormon0; for the angry faction in the 
houfe of Conunons, upon the firft Intel-* 
I ligenccy 
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ligence, that the Duke had declined to a^ 
ofFenfively againft France^ in concurrence 
with the allies, moved for an addrefs, 
jwhercin the Queen (hould be informed of 
** the deep concern of her Commtons >for 
" the dangerous confcquences to the com- 
" mon caufe, which muft arife from this 
^* proceeding of her general ; and to be- 
** feech her, that fpeedy inftrudtions might 
" be given to the Duke to profecute the 
**war with vigour, in order to quiet the 
" minds of her people, &c'* But a great 
Inajprity was againft this motion, and a 
refolution drawn up and prefented to the 
Queen by the whole houfe of a quite con- 
trary tenour, " That they had an intire 
" confidence in her Majefty's moft gra- 
^< cious promife, to communicate to her 
** parliament the terms of the peace, be- 
^* fore the fame ftiould be concluded ; 
** and that they would fupport her Ma- 
/*jefty, in obtaining an honourable and 
•^fafe peace, againft all fuch perfons, 
"either at home or abroad, who have 

" endea* 
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" endeavoured, or (hall endeavour, to ob- 
" ftnwa the fame." 

irhe courier fent with the alternative 
to Spain was now returned, with an ac* 
count that Philip had chofen to renounce 
Franii for himfelf and his pofterityi 
whereof the Quden having received no-^ 
. tice, her Majefty, upon the fixth of JunCj 
in a long fpeech to both houfes of parlia- 
ment, laid before them the terms of a 
general peace, ftipukted between her and 
France. This fpeech, being the plan 
whereby ho\h France and the allies have 
been obliged to proceed in the fubfequei)t 
courfe of the treaty, I fhall defire the 
reader*^ leave to infert it at length, al- 
thoCigh I believe it hath beeu already in 
moft hands. 



cc 



My Lords and Gendcmcn, 

" The making peace and war is the 

*^ undoubted prerogative of the crown; 

" yet luch is th6 juft confidence I place in 

*' you, that at the opening of this feffion, 

X "I 
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*^ I acquainted you that a njegociation for, 
"a general peace was begun j and after- ^^ 
^* wards, by meiTages, I promifed to com-^ 
*' munic^te to you the terms of peace, be- 
^' fore the fame (hould be concluded. 

*' In purfuance of that promiie, I now . 
'^ come to let you know upon what tern^s > 
^^ a general peace may be made. 

'' I need not mention the difficuli^s 
" which arife from the very nature of this , 
M affair ; and it is but too apparent, that 
" thcfe difficulties lt\.we been increafed by. 
" other obftrudions, artfully contrived to. 
** hinder this great and good work^ 

" Nothing, however, has. moved me - 
" from fteadily purfuing, in.the firft place, 
" the true intercfts of my own kingdoms; 
'^ and I have not omitted any thing, which 
" might procure to all our allies what is 
"due to them by treaties, and what js 
" necefls^ for ^eir jTccority* 

"The affuringof Uie Protcftan^ fuc- 
".(ccitnon, as by law eftabliflicd intkc 
" hpwfpof Hanover, to thcfc kingdoqas,- 

being 
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** being what I have heareft at heart, par-. 
•' titular care is tii|cen fiot only to have ^ 
"that acknowledged ih the ftrougeft 
" terms, but to have an, additional fecU- 
^* rity, by the removal of that perfon out 
^^'of the dominions of France y Who ha3 
*^ pretended to difturb this fcttlement** 

" The apprehenfibn th4t Sfaih and the 
^^Wefi Indies might bb united to France ^ 
**' was the chief inducement to begin this 
**^war; and the effedlual pfeventing of 
** fuch an union, Was the principle I laid 
"dowh at the cbmmehccmeht of this 
** treaty t former examples," and the late 
" ncgoeiations, fufficiehtly fliew how difR* 
*Sieult it is to find means to accomplifh 
** this work, r would -not content rhyfdf 
*^with fuch ^s are Ipectilativfe, or depeiid 
'** on treaties only : I infifted on what was 
" fclid, and to have at hand the power of ' 
" executing what ftiould be agreed. 

^^* I can therefore now tell you, that 
^^ France at laft is brought to offer, that 
••the I>uke oiAnjou fhall, for hitoftlf ' 
-r -r- X 2 " and. 
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•* and his dcfccndants, , renounce for ever 
•* all claim to the crown of France \ and 
" that this important article may be ex- 
•* pofed to no hazard, the performance is* 
*• to accompany the promife. 

" At the fame time the fucceflion to 
" the crown of Prance is to be declared, * 
" after the death of the prefent Dauphin 
" and his fons, to be in the Duke oi Berry 
" and his fons, in the Duke of Orleans 
" and his fons, and fo on to the reft of 
" the houfe of Bourbon. 

" As to Spain and the Indies^ the fuc- 
" ceflion to thofc dominions, after the » 
" Duke oi Anjou and his children, is to» 
" defcend to fuch prince as (hall be agreed 
" upon at the treaty, for ever excluding 
" the reft of the houfe of Bourbon. 

" Forconfirnxing the renunciations and^ 
" fettlepaents before-mentioned, 'tis fur- 
" ther offered, that they fliould be ratified ' 
" in the moft ftrong and folemn manner, 
" both in France and Spain ; and that 
' " thofe kingdoms, as well as all the other • 

" powers 
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^' powers engaged in the prclcnt war, 
" ihall be guarantees to the fame. 

" The nature of this propofal is fuch, 
* ^* thjtf it executes itfelf : the intereft of 
**^Spain is to fupport it > and in France^ 
** theperfons to whoni that fucceffion is 
" to belong, will be ready. and powerful 
" enough to vindicate their own right. 

*^ France ^x^ Spain are now more ef- 
«* fedtually divided than ever. . And thus, 
" by the bleffing of God, will a real 
" balance of power be fixed in Europe^ 
" and remain liable to as few accidents as 
" human affairs can be exempted from. 

'^ A treaty of commerce between thefc 
" kingdoms and France has been entered 
** upon 5 but the excefSve duties kid on 
" fome goods, and the prohibitions of 
'' others, make it impoffible to finifli this 
*^ work fo foon as were to be defired. 
"Care is. however taken to eftablUh a 
" method of fettling this matter 5 and in 
" the niean time provifion is. made, that 
*' the fame privileges and advantages, as 
X3 "ihall 
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« fliall be gratitcd to afty otficr naUon by 
" Frdncty ihall be granted in l&e man* 
^ nfer to us. ■ \ ' 

' '' The divifion of the ifland of Si. 
" Cbrijhpher^ between lis "and flie Freftih^ 
*' having been the caufe of great iriconve* 
*< nkncy and daiffc^ to toy Tubje<as, I 
-*• have demanded to htfve ati libfdhite 
'^* cefflon made to rtie of die vf\kAt ifland, 
** arid Fr»«^ agrees to this demand. 

** Our intereft is fb deeply concerned in 
'* the trade pf North Americay thiat I have 
*^ ufed my utmoft endeavours to adjuil 
" that article in the moft beneficial mani^ 
** ner. France confents to reftore to us 
** the whole bay and ftreights of Hudfon^ 
** to deliver up the ifland of Newfound- 
^* land, with Placentia j and to make an 
•• abfolute ceffioh of Annapolis^ with the 
•* reft of Nova Scotidy or Accadfe: ihe 
*' f^afety of our home trade will' be better 
<* provided for, by the demolition of 
^^ Dunkirk, ' <' ^ ^ 

^ ^ «Ow 
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•* Our Medittrtanean trade, and the 
*^ Britijh intereft and inflwcncc in thofc 
" parts, will be fecured by the pofleffion 
^yoi Gibraltar and Port-MaboTiy with the 
^f^hole ifland of Minorca^ which arc 
^* offered to rernain in nay hands. 

" The trade to &pain and the Wefi In^ 
** dies may in general be fettled, as it was 
" in Ae time of the late King of Spain^ 
'* Charles the lid. and a particular provi- 
" fion be madcf, that all advantages, rights, 
or privileges, which have been granted, 
or may hereafter be granted, by Spain 
^' to any other nation, fhall be in like 
" manner granted to the fubjedls of Great 
'[Britain. 

'* But the part which we have borne in 
" the profecution of this war, intiding us 
*' to fome diftinftion in the terms of 
^* peace, I ha.ve infifted, and obtained, that 
'* the Afiiento,,or contraft for furnifliiog 
♦•the Spanijb Weft Indies with Negroes^ 
•' fhall be made with us for the terin of 
*^ thirty years, in the fame manner as it 
X4 **has 



u 
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<' has been enjoyed' by the French for ten 

years pail* 

'^ I have not taken upom me to deter-* 

' mine the interefb of cmr confederates ; 

^ tbefp muft be adjufted in the con^refs 

' at Utrecht^ ^yhere: my heft endeavours 

(hall be employed, jis they have hithcr- 

** to conftantly been^ to procure to every 

*^ one of them all juft and reafonable ia« 

<' tisfadliom In the met|i time, I think 

^* it proper, to acqviaint you, that France 

*^ oflfers to TOsiike the. I^bine the barrier: of 

" the Empire i to p^Srf/ack, the fort 

^* of /&M and jL Wffi^, and to rafc all the 

" fortreffes, both on the other fide of the 

*^ J?!^//2<?, and in that river. 

" As to the Proteftant intereil in Ger^ 
*' many^ there will be on the part of 
♦' France no objeftion to the refettling 
*' thereof, on the foot of the -treaty of 
^' Wefipbalia. 

" The Spanifi Lqw, Countries m«y go 
«' jbo his Imperial Majcfty: the kingdoms 
<^ Qi Naples and Sar^nia^ the dutchy of 
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" MiUm^ and the places belongmg to 
" Spain on the coaft of Tufcany^ may 
•^ likewife be yielded by the treaty of 
*^ peace tq the Emperor. 

^i«As to the kingdom of Sicily^ though 
^* there femains no difpute concerning the 
^' ce^n of it by the Duke of ArgtM^ yet 
y the djipofition thereof is not yet deter«- 

" The interefts o^ the States General, 
** widi itfpcS to ctfrnmereO) arc agreed 
^^ to^ fts tkey.have been demanded by their 
K own mioiftei's, with the exception onfy 
•^^^of ibriie. very few fpecies of merchaii* 
^5<fifcei aittl'^dia ineire barrier, as de« 
" manded by the States in One ihouland 
^* ffeven hundred and^ nine from Prance^ 
''* except two or three^pliaices 4t mc^. 

" As to thefe exceptions, feveral'expe- 
" dients are propofcd ; and I make no 
** doubt but this barrier may be io fettted, 
** a$ to render that i-epublick perfectly 
" fccnre againft any enterprise oh the 
j^-partof Fr^r^; which Is thfe ftwnda- 

^ ** dation 
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^ dation of all my engagements upon tills 
•* head with the States. 

^^ The. demands of Pbrtug^ depend- 
^' ing on the difpofition of Spain j and that 
♦• article having been long in difpute, it 
"has not been yet poffiHe to make any 
^^cofifiderable progrefs therein^; but my 
^ ptenipQtentiarKes will now have an op-* 
^ p(»taniQr to afl^ that king in hiB pre<» 
.^tenfioos^ 

•* Thofc of the King o£ Pruffia are 
^ fuch as, I hope, will admit of Httle 
■* difficulty on the part of France ; and, 
^ onry atmoA^ endeaToura- ihaUr. not be 
^ .wanting to procuw all T am able to ie 
•• good an ally.. < 

** The difference between -the barrtot 
^ detnanded for the Duke of &my 
^ui One thoufand feven hundred and 
•?nioc, ftwi the. offer* npw ma4e -by 
^ Frana^ is very incoofiderable :. but t&ac 
^priofip having &! figiudly dMUng^libc^ 
^/ bunielf in the fervjce of t^ amum>ii 
•f i;wfe> I anj c^4eaypwing,t9.^r9C|M^ 
ff.jfer^him ftill farther advantages. 

** France 
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'** France has con£:nted> that the Eke 
tor Palatine fhatt contmue His prcfent 
rank among ihe ^ItOcoxSy .and remain 
^* in poflefiion rf the upper Taktinate. 
' *^ The defkrral dignity is likewife ac- 
<^ knowkdgcd in the hoisfeof Hanovbr, 
^^ according to the artide. ieicrted. at that 
^* Prince's defire in my demands; 

^^ And as te-the reftlofi the allies, I 
'^ make no doubt of being able to ftcQr6 
/^ their &veral interefts. 

"My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* " I have how communicated to you, 
** not only the, torms of peace, i;rluch 
^' may, by the future treaQr, be obtained 
^^ for my own fubjedts ; but likewife &e 
^f propofals of France, for fatisiying our 
"allies- 

^ " Thcf former are fuch as I hwe reafon 
*^ to expert, to make my people fomt 
^4imends A>r that great and unequal 
^ btirden which they hfeve lain ulnder, 
♦* through the whok cotorft of this war j 

•• t6d 
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*< aikl lam willing to hopCs that flt>ne of 
^' our , confederates) and efpcclalfy thofe 
<^ to. whom fo great acpeffions of domi- 
nion and p9wer are to accrue by this 
peace, 'Will ^my Britain her fh^re in 
the glorj and adv;anmge df it. 

"^ The latter are not yet jpcrfcaiy 
" adjuftcd, aa a^iitrfe more iime might 
V hat<^ i-eodeiM Jbem y but the: fetfori of 
V. tW year to^iig it netieflkry to put an 
*' end to this feffionr^ f rcfolvcd no longer ^ 
^* to defer communicating thefe matters to 

" you. *• ' ' " 

• • ^ T'cah tfiake-rtb'doubt but yotr are all 
*^ fuBy pcrfuadtd, that nothing will be 
**hegleaed oil trrypart, hi thd progfefs 
*^'6f the ncgbrfatiofl, to b^ing the peace 
^*"*>'aii happy^d fpteidy iiTde j and I dc- 
" pend on your intire confidence in rtie, 
^^ Mid * yftur chWirfhl concuf rence with 

,i:j3fl^e difcoaten{ed party in the houfe of 
C^monsr, finding the torrent agsonft 
' ? them 
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tlicm not to be ftemmed, 'fufpended their 
oppofition ; by which means an addrefs 
was voted, nemine contradicente^ to ac- 
knowledge hier Majefly's condefceniion^ 
to exprefs their fatisfadlion in what (he 
had already done, and to defire ihe would 
pleafe to proceed with the prcfent nego- 
ciations for the obtaining a fpecdy peace. 

During thefe tranfaftions at home, the 
Duke of Ormond was in a very uneafy 
fituation at the army, employed in prac- 
tifing thofe arts which perhaps are fitter 
for a fubtle negociator than a great com- 
mander. But as he had always proved 
his obedience^ where courage or condu<5t 
could be of ufe ; fo the duty he profelTed 
to his prince, .made him fuhmit to con- 
tinue in a ftate of inadivity at \\xt head of. 
his troops, however contrary to his na- 
ture, if it were for her Majefty's fervice* 
He had fent earlv notice to the minifters, 
that he couldnot depend upon the foreiga 
forces in the Queen's pay, and he now 

found 
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found fbme attempts were alrelKly Uegtftf 
. to feducc tbem. . 

.While the .courier was expeded fcom 
AfiuiriJf the Duke had orders to ioforcn 
the Marech^l joz YiLhAtk^ of the tru0 
flato of this ailair y that his Grace would 
have decifivo orders in three or four dayr/ 
In the mean time*, he deiired the Marck 
chal would not oblige him to €Qme to any. 
aftion, either to defend himfelf, or to joiu: 
with Prince Eugjrne's army ; which h* : 
muft neceflarily do. If the Prince wer« - 
attacked. ; .; 

When the courier Was arrived widi the/ 
account^ that Philip had chofen to act . 
ccpt of Spain^ her Majefty had propofed 
to, France a fufpenfion of arms for two 
months (tp be prolonged three or four), 
between the armies now in Flanders^ 
upon the following conditions : 

** That, during the fufpenfion, endea- 
" vours fliould be ufed for concluding a 
". general peace J or, at leaft, the artiele 
** for preventing the union o( France and 

" Spain^ 
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^imHy fliQuld • be puxidkually executed ' 
by Philip's renouncing. Fr^^e^ for 
^^hicnfdf aod his poAerity; and the- 
** princes of Bourbon, in like manner, 
** renouncing Spain : and that the town, 
*' citadel^ and forts o£i>^ff>i/h^, ^ould be 
^f immediately delivered into tbeQaeen'K- 
«* hands/' Her Majefty at the. fame time 
eadeavoured to get Camt^t-ay for theZ)f//o?v 
pi^ovided they would come into the fof-- 
penfion. But diis was abfolutely rejefted* . 
by Frame } whieh that ccJurt would never' 
have ventured to do, if thofe allies could 
have Jbeen prevailed on to have adteid 
wilh fincerity and opennefs in conoert 
\^ith her Majefty, as her ^plenipotentiaries 
had always defired. However, the Que^^n^ 
promi2ed> that, if the States would ykld' 
to a &iipenfion of arms, they (hould have ^* 
ibme valuable pledge pijt into their pof- 
feiJioB. : ; : :. ' : 

, But now frefh intelligence: daily: ar- 
rived, both from Utreck' and $he artny^ 
of attenapts to maj:e the tropps. in her 
3 Ma- 
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Majefty's' pay defert ker fsvvic^} and 1 
defign even of feking the Briiijh forces^' 
jvas wht^)ercd about, and with reafon 
fufpcded. 

When the Queen^is ^ ^eech was pub- 
ll(hed in Jfifo/fa/r^/, the Lord Prhry-fcal told 
the Dutch minifters at Utrecht y " T^at 
" what her Majefty had laid before ber 
^^ parliament could not, accofcKng to the 
** rules of treaty, be looked On as the ut- 
** moft of what France would yield in 
^^the courfe of a negociation; bat only 
^' the utmc^ of what that crown would 
" propofc, in order to form the plan of a 
" peace : That thcfc conditions would 
" certainly have been better, if the States 
^< had thought fit to have gone hand in 
** hand with her Majefty, as fhe had fo 
*' frequently exhorted them to do r That 
^^ nothing but the want of harmony 
" among the allies had fpirited the French 
**^ tO;ftand out fo long : That the Queen 
"would do them all the good offices in 
" her power, if they thought fit to com- 
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•* ply ; and did not doubt of getting them 
** reaibnable iatisfa^tion, both m relatbn 
" to their barrier and their trade." But 
this reafoning made no impreifion: the 
Dutck minifters faid, the Queen's fpeech 
had deprived themi of the fruits. of the 
war. They were in pain, left LiJIe and 
(L TouTMy might be two of the towns tb be 
^i^^ exWUd out of their barrier. The reft 
^ i)f the allies grew angry, by the example 

of the Dutch. The populace in. Holland 
began to be inflaTned : they publickly 
talked^ that Britain had betrayed them* 
Sermons were preached in feveral towns 
of their provinces, whether by direction 
or connivance, filled with the higheft in- 
Aaoee&of difrefpe<5t to her Britannick Ma- 
jefty, whom they charged as a papift, and . 
an enemy to their country. The Lord 
Privy-feal himfelf believed fomething ex- 
traordinary was in agitation, atid that his 
own peribn was in danger from the fury 
of the people. 

Y It 
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it is certain) that the States appeared 
but a few days before vefy touch dif- 
pofed to comply with the meafures tfee 
Queen had taken, and would have con- 
fented to a general armiftice, if Count 
ZiNZENDORp, one of the plenipotentiaries 
for the Eniperor, had not, by diredt orders 
from his court, employed himfelf in fow^*' 
ing' jealoufics between BHtain and the 
States ; and at the fame time made pro- 
digious ifilbr^ to the latter, us well asta 
the minifter/ of Prufffa^ the Palatmate^ 
and HanoDcfi for contlnuiftg the- ^ar. 
Tliat thofe three Eleftors, who contri- 
buted nothing, except bodies of men in 
return of pay and fubfidies, fhould readily 
accept thepropofals of the Emperor,- is^ 
eafy to be accounted fon What appears 
hardly credible is, that a grave republick, 
vriually cautious enough in making th^ir 
bargains, {hould venture to rejeft tho^ 
thoughts of a peace upon the promSfes 
of the houfe of Aujiriay the Ktde vdidity 
whereof diey had fo long experienced ; 

and 
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£utd efpecialljT when ih^^ counted upon 
lofing thd fupport of Britain^ their moft 
}K>werful ally ; but the M£t hopes given 
them by their friends in England of (ovoc^ 
Hew change ia thei^ fatout^ or an imagina* 
tioh of brin^g Ffance to better terms by 
the ^ppearano^ of refolution, added to the 
weaknefaor corruptbn of fome>who ad« 
miniftred their affairs^ were the true 
cauTes which iirft created^ and afterwards 
ioflamedy this untridable tempec amoiig 
them. 

. The Dutch miftifters were wholly dif* 
concerted and furprifed^ when the Lord 
Privy-fcal tdd them^ " That a fufpenfion 
^* of arms in the Netherlands would bo: 
^^ neceffary 1 and that the Duke of Or- 
<^ MOND intended very foon to declare it 
^* after he had taken poi&flion of Dun-- 
" kirk'' But his lordfhip endeavoured to 
convince them^ that this incident ought 
father to be a naotive for haftening the 
States into a compliance with her Ma-^ 
jefty. He likewife communicated tQthf? 
y a mi- 
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minifters of the allies the oflfers made by 
trance^ as delivered in the fpeech froin 
the throne^ which her M^ily though^ 
to be fatisfaflory, and hoped their mafterf 
would concur with her in bringing the 
peace to a ipeedy cpncluii[on, wherein 
each, in particular, iqight be aiTured of 
her bed offices for advancing their juft 
pretenfi6ns< 

In the rtiean time the Duke of Or-i 
MONO was directed to ijen^ a body oC 
troops to take poffefuon of Dunkirk^ a^ 
ibon as he fhoold have, notice froi^.the 
Marechal de Villars^ . that the com-. 
mandant of the town had recmved-^ or- 
ders from his court to deliver it ; but tho 
Duke forefaw mdny difficulties, in the exe^ 
cuting this commiflion. He could truft 
fuch aft enterprize to no fcn-ces, except 
thofe of her Majcfty^s own fubjeds^ He 
cohiidered the temper of the States in this 
conjun<ftufe, ajad wds loath to divide a 
fmall body of men, upon whofe faithful- 
acfs alone he could depefid. He thoui^t 

;•'••■ ^' ' " It' 
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it not prudent to cxpofc them to march 
through the enemy's country, with whom 
there was yet neither peace nor truce j and 
he had fufficicnt reafons to apprehend^ 
that the Dutch would cither not permit 
fuch a detachment to pafs through their 
towns (as themfelves had more than 
hinted to him) or would feize. them as 
they paffed : befides, the Duke had very 
fairly fignified to Marechal de Villars, 
that he expefted to be deferted by all the 
foreign troops in her Majefty^s pay, as 
foon as the armiftice fhould be declared ^ 
at which the Marechal appearing ex- 
tremely difappolntcd, faid, ^* the King his 
"ihafter reckoned, that all the troops 
" under his Grace's command (hould yield 
** to the ceflation i and wondered how it 
" fhould come to pafs, that thofe who 
** might be paid for lying ftill, would ra- 
" ther chufe, after a ten years war, to enter 
" into the fervice of new m^ers, under 
" whom they muft fight on for nothing/' 
In (hort, the opinion of Mopf. Villars 
y 3 was. 
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was, that this difficulty cancelled the 
promife of furrendering Dunkirk; which 
therefore he oppofed as much as pcGMc^ 
in the letters he writ to his court. 

Upon the Duke of Orwond's repre- 
fenting thofe difficulties, the C^en al- 
tered her meafures, and ordered forces to 
be fent from England to take pofleffion of 
Dunkirk. The Duke was likewife cotn« 
mandcd td tell the foreign generals in her 
Majefty's fervice, how highly fhe wos^ld 
refent* their dcfertion } after which, thfir 
mailers muft give up all thoughts of any 
arrearsj either of pay of fubfidy. The* 
Lord Privy-fe^ fpoke the fame language 
at Utrecbi^ to the feveral miiiifters of the 
allies; as Mn Secretary St. John did to 
thofe who refided hei^e • adding, *' That 
** the proceeding of the foreign troops 
" would "be looked upon as a declaraticjit 
** for or againft her Majefty : ^nd that, 
"in cafe they dcfert her fervice, flie 
" would look on herfelf as juftified, be- 
^^ fore God and man, to continue h^r ne« 

*' goclation 
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** gociatba ztUtreohty or any other (place, 
^ whether the allies concur or not." Anjd 
particularly th& J>uich were aflured, ' ' That 
** if their mafters fcduced the forces hired 
" by the Queen, they nwft take the whole 
** pay, arrear?, and fub^Jdies on them- 
, « felves;* ^ 

' The Earl of Strafford, preparing 
about this time to return ta TJtrecbty with 
inftruftions proper to the prefqnt fitua-^ 
tucx^ of affairs, went iirfl to the army, and 
thwe informed the Duke of Ormond of 
her Majefly's intentions. He alfo ac-^ 
quainted the States Deputies with the 
Queen's uneafinefs, lefi, by the meafures 
they were taking,' they fhould drive her 
to extremities, which fhe defired fo much 
to avoid. He farther reprefented to them, 
in the plaineft terms, the provocations her 
Majefty had received, and. the grounds 
aftd reafons fo^ her prcfent condud. He 
likewife declared to the commanders in 
chief of the foreign troops, in the QueenV 
pay, and in the joint pay oi Britain and 
Y4, thQ 
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the Slates, with how much Airprizc her 
Maj^fty had beard, ** Tb^t there was the 
" kaft -doubt of their obeying the orders 
" of the Duke of Okmoxd ; whiqh ^ if 
•* they refufed, her Majefty would efteenx 
•* it not only as an indignity and affront, 
** but as a declaration againft her; and, 
" in fuch a cafe, they muft look on thctn- 
% felves as no farther intitled cither to 
"any arrear, or future payor fublidies " 

* Six regiments, under the cx>nimand of 
Mr. Hill, were now preparing to em- 
bark, in order to take poiiefiion of Dak- 
Uri; and die Duke of Ormond, upon 
the fiprft intelligence fent him, that the 
Frefjcb were ready to ddiver the town, 
was to declare he could aft no longer 
againf^ France. The Qjieen gave notke 
iflimediaJcly of her proceedings to the 
States. She let them plainly know, "That 
" their perpetual caballing with her fac- 
*' tious fubjedts, againft her authority, had 
V* forced her into fuch meafures, asothier- 
^J jvife fhe wpjjld not have f9g#ged in. 

"How- 
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** However, her Majefty was willing yet 

** to forget all that had pafled, and to 

" unite with them in^the ftridleft ties of 

" amity, which {he hoped they would 

" now do ; fincc they could not but be 

" convinced, by the late dutiful addrefles 

" of both hbufes, how far their High. 

** Mightinefles had been deluded, and 

'* drawn in as inftruments to ferve the 

" turn, and gratify the paffions, of a dif- 

"affedked party: That their cppofition9 

'* and want of concert with her M^efty's 

" minifters, which fhc had lb often in- 

" vited them to, had encouraged France, 

" to except towns out of their barrier, 

** which othcrwife might have been 

" yielded : That, however, flie had not 

" precluded them, or any other ally,, 

" from demanding movt s and even her 

'< own terms were but conditional, upon 

'' fuppofition of a general peace to eniue : 

" That her Majefty refi)lv^d to ad upon 

'' the plan laid down in her ^eech C ^^^ 

(he repeated the (H^omife of htt beft of^ 

2 fices 



Digitized 



by Google 



33Q HISTORY of rm FOtJR 

ficcs to promote the ihtefcftof the States,* 
if they would deal fineerely with her. ^ 

Some days before the Duke of Or- 
MOND had notice, that orders were given 
for the furrender of Dunkirk, PrinCe- 
Eugene of Savoy lent for the generals 
of the allies^ and afked them fcverally, 
whether, in eafc the armies feparated, 
they would mardi witJi him, or ilay 
with the Duke? All of them, except 
two, who commaiided biit fmall bodiej^, 
agreed to join with the Prince ; who 
thereupon, about three dajrs after, feht 
the Duke word, that he intended to march 
the following day (as it was fuppofed) to ' 
befiege Landrecy. The' Ehike returned' 
an anfwer, *^ That ' he was furprifed at 
'* the Prince's nkflage, there having been 
*• not the leaft previous concert with 
" him, nor any mention in the mefl^ge, 
*♦ which way, or upon what defign, the 
** niarch wis intended : therefore, that 
*^ the Duke could not refolve to march 
^ with hiflU much leis could the Prince 
■ ':' e^^pecSt 
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** expcfl; afliftancc from the.Qaecn's army, 
^Mn any defign undertajken after tbk' 
^\ munner." The Duke told this before- 
hand, that be (the Prince) might take bi« 
mpafurcs accordingly^ and not, attribute to 
her Majcfty's general any misfortune that 
might happen. 

On the fixtcenth of July, N. Si the 
fcveral generals of the allies joined Prince 
Eugene's army, and began their march^ 
after taking leave of the Duke and the 
Earl of Strafford, whofe expoftula- 
tions could pot prevail on them to ftay j 
although the latter aflured them, that the 
Queen had made neither peace nor truce 
with France^ and that her forces w^ould 
now be left expofcd to the enemy. 

The next day after this famous defer-r' 
tion, the Duke of Ormond rpceived a 
letter from Monf. de Villars, with an 
account, that the town and citadel of 
Dunkirk (hould be delivered to Mr. Hill, 
Whereupon a ceflation of arms was de- 
clared, by found of trumpet^ at the head 

of 
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of the Britijb army 5 which now confifted 
only of about eighteen thoufand men, all 
of her Majcfty's Aibjeds, except the HoU 
fieiners and Count Walj^is's dragoons. 
With diis fmall body of rtien the general 
began his march ; and, purfuant to or- 
ders from court, retired towards the fea, 
in the manner h6 thought moft conve- 
nient for the Queen s fer?ice. When he 
came as far as FlineSy he was told by 
Ibme of his officers, that the comman- 
dants of Bouchaiity Douay^ Lijley and 
VCournayy had refufed them paflage thro' 
thofe towns, or even liberty of entrance, 
and faid it was by order of their mafters. 
The Duke immediately recoUefted, that 
when the Deputies firft heard of his re- 
>y folution to with(^\y his troops, they told 
him, they hoped he did not intend to 
march through any of their towns. This 
made him conclude, that the orders muft 
be general, and that his army would 
certainly meet with the fame treatment 
which his officers had done. He had 

like- 
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likewife, before the armies feparated^ 
received information of fome defigns 
that concerned the fafety, or at leaft the 
freedom of his own perfon, and (which 
he much more valued) that of thpfe ffw 
Britijh troops intruded to his care. Nq 
general was ever more truly or deferred-, 
ly beloved by his (pldiers, who> to a 
man, were prepared to ^orifice their 
lives in his fervice; a&d whofe reient- 
ments were raifed to the utmoft> by the 
ingratitude, as they termed it, of their 
deferters« 

Upon thefe provocations^ he laid aiide> 
all thoughts of returning to Dunkirk, and 
began to confider how he might perform, 
in fo difficult a conjun&ure, fomethiog 
important to the Queen, and at the fame 
tinie find a fecure retreat for his forces. 
He formed his plan without communi*. 
eating it to any perfon whatfoever ; and 
the difpofition of the army being to march 
towards Warnetoriy in the way to Dun^ 
kirky he gave fudden orders to Lieutenant- 

Generai 
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General Cadogaj^ to tbdnge his rout^ 
iiccording to the tnilitai^ phrafe, arid tnwtf 
towards Orcbiesy a town leading direfllyta 
CbenU 

When Prince EuoENft and the Statsej* 
Deputies recd\^ed news of the Dukc'*^ 
motions^ they Were alarmed to the utnto^ 
degree^ and fent Count Nas&au, of fFQr^\ 
iei^rg^ to the generates caxnp near Or* 
thiesy to exQufe what had been done^ttnd 
to aifure his Gra^e^ th^ tbofe oommaii^ 
dants» who had refufed paflagc to his offi*^ 
CW8, had a<fted wholly Without ordi^rs^ 
Count Hemp6eck, one of the Dutch 
generals, cslme llkewife to the Dake with 
the fame ftory \ but all this made little 
impreflion on the general, Ivho held on his^ 
m)rdi> and ©n the twenty-^third of Julyi. 
N. S. entered Ghent ^ where he was re-^ 
ceived with great fubmiffioo by the inha*- 
bitants, and took poffcffion of thetowp, as 
he hkewife did of Bruges ^ a few days after* 

The Duke of Ormoni> thought, that 
coniidering theprefent difpofition of the 

States 
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Stiles towards Britain y it might be nc-^ 
cefTary for the Qjaeen to have fome pledgd 
from that republick in her hands^ as 
well as from France^ by which means 
her Majefty would be impowe)-ed to ad 
the part that bed became her^ of being 
mediator at leafl: : that while Ghent was 
in' the Queen's hands, no prafvifions could. 
pafs theiSrAf A/ or die i« without her per-^ 
miffion^ by which he had it' in his power 
to ftatve their army. The pdTeffion of 
thefe towns might likewifc teach Ac 
Dutck and Imperialiftsy to preferve a de- 
gree of decency and civility to her Ma- 
jefty, which both of them were upon 
fonie occafions too apt to forget : and be* 
fides, there was already in the town of 
Ghenty a battalion of Briti/h^troo^s 2011^ 
detachment of five hundred men in the 
citadel, together wkh a great quantity of 
ammunition-ftores for thefervice of the 
war, which would certainly have been 
feizJed or embezzled ; fo that no fervice 
could be more feafonable or ufeful in the 
: prcfent 



Digitized 



by Google 



3^6 HISTORY of the FOUR 
prcfent jondture than this, which the 
Queen highly approved, and left the Duke 
a diicretionary power to aft as he thought 
fit on any future emergency. 

I hare a little intercepted the order of 
time> in relating die Duke of Ormond'9 
proceedings, who, after having placed a 
garrifon at Bruges, and fent a fupply of 
men and animunkion to Dunkifii^rtdtcA 
to Gbenty where he continued fome 
months, till he had leave to return to 
EnglaTid. 

Upon Ac arrival of Colonel Disney to 
court, with an account that Mr. Hill bad 
taken pc^ffion oiDunkirky anuniverfal joy 
fpread over the kingdom, this event being 
looked on as the certain fbre*ranner of a 
p0|fce : befides, the French faith was^in fo 
ill a reputation among us, that many per- 
fon^r othervsrife fanguine enough, could 
never bring themfelves to believe, that 
the town would be delivered, till cer- 
tein intelligence came that it was adiially 
in our hands. Neither were the minifters 

them-> 
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themfelves altogether at eafe, or free from 
fufpicipn, whatever countenance they 
made ; for they knew very well, that the 
French King had many plaufible reafons 
to elude his promife, if he found caufe to 
repent it. One condition of furrender* 
ing Dunkirk^ being a general armiftice of 
all the troops in . the Britifh pay, which 
her Majefty was not able to perform.; and 
upon this failure, theMarechalDE Villars 
(as we have before-related) endeavoured 
to difluade his court from accepting the 
conditions : and in the very interval, while 
thofe difficulties were adjufting, the Mare- 
chal DE HuxELLES, one of the French 
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht (whofe incli- 
nations, as well as thofe of his colleague 
Morif. Mesnager, led him tjo fa^ur 
the States more than Britain) aflured the 
Lord Privy-feal, that the Dutch were 
then preffing to enter into feparate mea- 
fures with his mafter : and his lordfhip, 
in a vifit to the Abbe 0e Polignac, ob- 
ferving a perfon to withdraw as he ct- 
Z tered 
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tcrcd Ac AbWs xiiambcr, was toid by 
this minifter, Aat the perfon he faw was 
one MoLEAU, of AmfterdafHy tnentsoned 
l>efore, a fattious agent for the States witii 
France^ tidio had been entertaining hini 
(the Abb^) upon the fame fub}e6):) fatit 
that he had rcfufed to treat wiA Mo* 
tEAtJ, without the privity oi England. 

Mr* Harley, whom we mentioned 
above to have been fent earljr in thefpring 
to Utrecht y continued longer in Holland 
riian was at firft expe<aed; but having 
received her Msgefty's farther inftradions, 
was aboirt this time arrived at Hantroer. 
It was the misfortune df his Elcdoral 
Highnefs, to be very ill ferved by Mohf. 
; BaTHMAR, his envoy here, ^ho afiifted 
it all the factious meetings tif the dl&on* 
tented party, and deceived his mafter'by 
a Mfe Tt^efemation of the kingdom^ 
dfawn from the opinion of thofe to' whom 
- he Confined his coriverfation. Ther6H*ras 
l&ewife' at the Eicftor^B court a liWe 
FftncBaanj wihoot any meiit or ooWfc- 
' quence^ 
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quence, called Robxthan^ who, by the 
afiiflance and €n<;o^rageqi<int i>f the laft 
miniitry) had iQfiiiuated himfclf inter fome 
<lcgrce of that Prince's favour, which he 
ufed in giving his maftcr the worft im- 
prcffions he was able, of thofe whom the 
Qg^en employed in her fervice ; infina^ 
ating, that the prefent minifters were not 

^ the intereft of his Highnefs's family ; 

"fliat their views were towards the Pre- 
tender ; that they were making an unie- 
cure and di(honourable peace ; that the 
weight of the nation was againO; then:t > 
and that it was impo£[ible for them to 
preferve much longer their credit or 
power. 

The Earl Rivers had, in the fore:going 
year, been fent to Hanover^ in order to 
undeceive the Eledtor, and remove what- 
ever prejudices might be infufed into bis 
Highnefs againil: her Majefty's proceed- 
ings } but it ihould feem^ that he had no 
very great fucceis in fajis negociation : for 
foon ?fter his return to Englflud^ Monf. 
Z z Both 
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Bqthmar*s memorial appeared in tho 
manner I hav^ already related, which dif-. 
covered the fentiments of his Eledtoral 
Highnefs (if they were truly reprcfented 
in that memorial) to differ not a little 
from thofe of the Queen. Mr. Harley 
was therefore directed to take the iirft 
ppportunity of fpeakipg to the Eledtor ia 
private, to affure him, " That although 
*' her Majefty had thought hprfelf juftly 
^' provoked by t^<y;o|idud of his mini^ter^ 
*/ yetfuclj %i%fe^^^SfeStiQti for bisHigh^ 

V nefs, ai^i^^ftccm' fftr the iiitereft^i-jQiC 
1* his family, tljat inftead of fiiewing the 
*^ leaft niark of refentment, flie had chofen 
</ to fend him (Mr. Harley) fully in- 

Y ftrufted to open her defigns, and (hen 
** bis Highnefs the real intcreft, of Bri-r 
^* tain iri the pr^fent coryunvture." . Mr. 
Harley was to give the Eleflor a true 
account of v/hat had paffed in EnglanijL^ 
during the firft part of this feffion of parliaT 
pient ; to expofe to his Highnefs the weak-r 
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hefs of thofe with whom his minifter had 
confulted, and un^ler whofe diredlions he 
had afted > to convince him how much 
lower that faftion muft become, when a 
peace mould be concluded, and when the! 
natural ftrength of the kingdom, difin- 
cumbered from the burthen of the war, 
.fliould be at liberty to exert itfelf; to (hew 
Jbim how his intereft in the fucceilion v/as 
-facrificed to that of a party : that his 
Highnefs had been hitherto a friend to 
both fides, but that the meafures taken by 
hh miniilcrs, had tended only to fef him 
at the head of one in oppofitlon to the 
other: to explain to the ElecSlor, how 
fully the fafety of Europe was provided 
for by the plan of peace in her Majefty's 
^eech 5 and how little reafon thofe would 
iappear to have, who complained the 
loudcft of this plaUj if it were compared 
neither with our engagements to them 
when we began the war^ or with theif 
J>erformances in the eourfc of it# 

Z 3 Upon 
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,Upon this occafion Mr. Harley w^» 
to obfervc to the Eleftor, " That it (hould 
" rather be wondered at, how the Queen 
*' had brought France to offer fo much* 
" than yet to offer no more 5 becaufe, as 
" foon as ever it appeared, that her Ma- 
" jefty would be at the head of this treaty, 
"and that the intercfts of Britain were 
V to be provided for, fuch endeavours were 
" ufed to brcajc off the negociation, as are 
" hardly to be paralleled; and the dif- 
•* union thereby created among the allies, 
" had given more opportunities to the 
o| / ^ cnemy^^being flow in their conceffions, 
/ " than any other meafures/ poflibly have 
** done : That this want of concert 
" among the allies, could not in any fort 
^ be imputed to the* Queen, who had all 
** along invited them to it with the greateft 
" earneftnefs, as the fureft means to bring 
" France to reafon: That (he had always, 
" in a particular manner, preffed the 
" States General to come into the ftridleft 
*^ union with her, and opened to them 

"her 
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" her intentions with the grca^teft free- 
" dom ; but finding, that infteadof goij- 
" curring with her Majefty, they were 
" daily carrying on intrigues to break off 
" the negociation, and thereby deprive 
" her of the advantages flie might juftly 
•^ expe<a from the enfuing peace, having 
*^ no other way left, (he was forced to aft 
" with France as fl^e did, by herfclf : 
" That, however, the Queen had Hot 
" taken upon herfejf to determine the 
** interefts of the allies, who were at II- 
" berty of infifting on farther pretenfions, 
" wherein her Majefty would not be want- 
^^ ing to fupport them as far as fhe was 
" able, and improve the conceffions al- 
" ready made by France ; in which cafe, 
*' a good underftanding and harmony 
" among the confederates, would yet be 
** of the greateft ufe for making the eao- 
•^ my more tradable and eafy.** 

I have been more particular in reciting 

the fubftance of Mr. HArley's inftruc- 

tions, becaufc it will fcrve as a recapitula- 

. Z 4 tion 
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tion of M^hat I have already faid uporf 
this fubjcdk, and fccnis to fet her Majcfty^s 
intentions^ and proceedings at this time^ 
in the clcareA light. 

After the ceffation of arms declared by 
the Duke of Okmond, upon the delivery 
of Dunkirky the Briti/h plenipotentiaries 
very earneftly preffcd thofe of Holland to 
come into a general armifticc ; for if the 
whole confederacy ad:ed in con}undion, 
this would certainly be the beft means for 
bringing the common enemy to reafon- 
able terms of peace : but the States^ de- 
luded by the boundlefs promifes of Count 
ZiNZENDoRF, and the undertaking taleitt 
of Prince Eugene, who dreaded the con- 
clufion of the war, as the period of hrs 
glory, would not hear of a ceffation. 
The lofs of eighteen thoufapd Britons was 
not a diminution of weight in the ba- 
lance of fuch.an ally as the Emperor, 
and fuch a general as the Prince, Be-? 
Jides, th^ey looked upon themfelves to be 
.ftill fuperior to /r^^w^ in th^ iieldj and 

although 
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although their computation was certainly 
right in point of number, yet, in my opi- 
nion, the ccMiclufion drawn from it, vra% 
grounded upon a great miftafce. I have 
been aflured by feveral perfons of our 
own country, and fome- foreigners of the 
firft rank, both for fkill and ftation in 
arms, that in moft victories obtained in 
the prefent war, the Briti/h troops were 
ever employed in the port of danger and 
honour, and ufually began the iattack 
(being allowed to be naturally more fear* 
lefs than the people of any other country), 
\>y which they were not only an example 
of courage to the reft, but muft be ac- 
knowledged, without partiality, to have 
governed the fortune of the day; fince it i& 
known enough, hc5W fmall a part of aft 
army is generally engaged in any battle. 
It may likewife be added, that nothing is 
of greater moment in war t|ian opinion. 
ThtFrench.hy their frequent loffes, which 
they chiefly attributed to the courage of 
our men, be'lieved that a Britijh general, 

at 
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at ^chfa^oi Britf/k tamp^^ wa$ oqC tq 
be overcomes ^^ the M9lie4i4 n^ Yii^*^ 
LARS was quickly fenfible of the f4x?Pr 
tagc he had got; for, in a v?ry fewdays 
after the defertion of the allies, happeoed- 
thc Earl of Albemarle's difgrace at 
DefiaWy by a feint of the Marechal's, iind 
a manifeft failure fomewhere or other, 
both of courage and conduct on the fide 
of the confederates. The blame of 
which was equally fliared between Prince 
Eugene and the Earl; although it is cer- 
tain, the Duke of Ormond gave the lat- 
ter timely warning of his danger, obferv- 
ing he was neither intrenched as he ought, 
nor provided with bridges fufficient for 
the ii(uation he was in, and at fuch ^ 
diftance from the main army. 

The Marqius pe Torcy had lik<jwifc 
the fame fentimeats, of what mighty cor- 
fequence tbofe few Britijh battalions wey? 
to the confederate army; (ince he ad- 
vifed his mafter. to deliver up Dunkkk 
although the Queen could flot^ perform 

the 
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the condition underftood, whkh was a 
ceflation of arnis of all tht foreign forces 
in her pay. 

It muft be owned, that Monf. i>E 
ToRCY made great merit of this confi- 
dence that hi$ mailer placed in the 
Queen ; and obferving her Majefty's dif- 
pleafure againft the Dutchy on account of 
their late proceedings, endeavoured to in- 
flame it with aggravations enough ; infi- 
nuating, that, fince the States had afted 
fo ungratefully, the Queen (hould let her 
forces join with thofe of France, in order 
to compel the confederates to a peaces 
But although this overture were very ten- 
derly hinted from the French court, her 
Majefty heard it with the utmoft abhor- 
rence; and ordered her Secretary, Mr. 
St. John (created ^bodt this time Vif- 
count BoLrNGiBROKE), to tell Monf. de 
ToRCY, " That ho provocations whatever 
** Should tempt her to difeefs her allies j 
" but fhc would endeavour to bring them 
^ to reafon by feir means, or leave theift 

«*to 
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** to their own condud: : That if thef 
" former ftiould be found impraaicable^ 
" (he would then make her own peaces 
" and content herfelf with doing the of- 
" fice of a mediator between both parties : 
" but if the States fhould at any tim^' 
«* come to a better mind, and fuffer their 
** miniftcrs * to * aft in conjundion with 
" her's, (he would affert their juft in- 
** terefts to the utmoft, and make no far- 
** ther progrcfs in any treaty with Prance^ 
** until thofe allies received all reafonable 
" fatisfaftion, both as to their tarrier an4 
" their trade/* The Britijb plenipoten- 
tiaries were diredled to give the fame a{^ 
furances to the Dutch minifters at XJtrecbf^ 
and withal to let them knoWi "That the 
" Queen was determined, by thdr lattf 
** condu^, to make peace either with or 
** without them ; but would much rather 
** ^hufe the former**' 

There was, however, one advantage 
which her Majefty refolved to rriake by 
this defedlion of her foreigners* She had 

3 been 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



LAST YEARS of the QUEEN. 349 

been led, by the miftaken politicks of 
fome years paft, to involve hcrfelf ia 
feveral guaranties with the princes of the 
North, vi^hich were, in fome fort, con^* 
tradidlory to one another ; but this con» 
dudt of theirs wholly annulled all fuch 
engagements, and left her at liberty, to 
interpofe in the affiurs of thofc parts of 
Europe y in fuch a manner as would beft 
ferve the iritercfts of her own kingdoms, 
as well as that of the Proteftant religion^ 
and fettle a due balance of power in the 
North. 

The grand article for preventing the 
union of France and Spain^ was to be 
executed during a ceJflation of arms. But 
many difficulties arifing about that, and 
fome other points of great importance to 
the common caufe, which could not eafily 
be adjufted either between • the French 
and Britijh plenipotentiaries at Utrecht j or 
by correfpondence between Monf. de 
ToRCY and the miniftry here 3 the Queen 
fook the refolution of fending, the Lord 

. Vif- 
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VifcouAt BoisiKG&JtoKE imme^tely t^ 
France^ fully inftru(Sted in.^U her iQiea-r 
«raitiooa>.aiKl authoni&dto nqgodate^i^ 
tlung neccffiiry iot fettling. th^ •treaty ^ 
peace in ftich e courfei a^ might bring it 
to a happy, and ipeedy conclufion* He 
vf9S impo^^wed to agree to -■ a general 
fiiipciifion.of:atin^ hy iba andland^ be* 
ttreen Great Briuin, Frofice and Spaif^ 
to continuk for four months or until the 
omdufion of the peace ; provided Frmice 
and Spain would pnsvicufly give p^tive 
aflurances to make good the terms dd» 
inanded by her Majefty for the Duke of 
Savoy^ and would likewiJfe adjuft and de- 
temine the forms of the fcveral renua«- 
ciations to be made by both thofe crowns» 
in order to prevent their bemg ever united. 
The Lord Bolingbroke was likewise 
authorifed to fettle fome difierenccs re** 
kting to the Eled^or of Bavaria^ for whoilb 
kiterdfls Frame was fo much concerned 
as her Majefty was for thefe of the Duke 
ofSavcy^ to explain all doubtful articles 

which 
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which partkvAzrly related te the advan- 
tages of J8r/iri^/«s to know the real uW- 
mation) as it is leirmed, of France upon 
the general plan of peace ^ and laftly, to 
*Ut off ail hopes from chat court of ever 
bringing the C^en to force her allies to 
It di&dvantageous peace; her Majefty re<- 
fGiVittg'to impofe no fcheme at all upon 
them, or to debar them from the liberty 
€^ endeavouring to obtain the beft condi<- 
tiohs they could. 

The Lord Bolingbroke went to 
Frant^ in the beginning of Augu^^ was 
Veddved at court with particular marks of 
diftindtion and refpedt ; and in a very few 
days, by his ufual addreis and ability, per*- 
formed every part of his commsfiion, ^x»- 
tremely to the Queen's content and bis 
own honour. He returned to Engknd 
before the end of the month; but Mr. 
PiMOit, who went along with him, w^ 
left behind, to adjufl whatever differeiites 
might remain or arife between the two 
crowns. 

2 In 
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In the mean time the general confe- 
rences at Ufrecbty which for ieveral weeks 
had been let fall, fince the delivery of 
Dufikirk, were now refumed. But the 
Dutch ftill declaring agalnft a fuipenfion 
of arms, • and refufing to accept the 
Queen's fpeech as a plan to negociate 
upon, there was no progrcft made for 
ibme time in the great work of the peace. 
Whereupon the Briti/h plenipotentiaries 
toid thofe of the States, " That if the 
.♦* Qiieen's endeavours could not procure 
" more than the contents of her fpeejch, 
♦fVor if the French fhould ever fall fhort of 
.:f? what was . there offered, the Dutch 
J* could .blame none but themfelves, whp> 
/* by their condud:, had rendered thing$ 
•* difficult, that would otherwife have been 
.*A«afy-" However, her .Majefty thought 
it prudent to keep the- States ftill in hopes 
of her good offices, ta prevent them from 
taking the dcfperate courfe of leaving 
themfelves wholly at the mercy of 
France-, which was ^n expedient they 

former- 



Digitized 



by Google 



LASt tEARS OF tjfe QUEEN. 35^ 
formerly pn&iiciy zhA i^hich a patty 
among them i^Os tt6w indined to advife. 

Whilft the cohpefr ait XJtricbt rt- 
majn<^ inl this iha6tive ftate, ^tbe Qoeeii 
proceeded to'p^rfc<ft that importtof artidd 
for preventing the union of France and 
Spatn.^ It was propofed and accepted, 
that Philip (hould renounce France^ for 
h^nirell' and his pofteri^ ; and that thq 
moil Chriintiah King, and all the princes 
of £us jt^bod, fhould^ in the like manner, 
renounce Spain. 

It mull be cbnfefled, that this projedof 
fenuhciatipn lay under, a great difrepute, 
t)y tfcie former pra^ipes of this very King^ 
tji£,vhi%W. purruant to an abfurd notioii 
among niany in that kingdom, of a divine 
ngli^ annexed to projcimity of bloody not 
to Be controlled by any human la:w. 

But it is plain, the French them- 
felves had recourfe to this mcfliod^ af- 
ter all their infraftions- of jt, fince. the 
P'yreheqn treaty; for the firft Dauphin, 
in whom the original claim was vefted^ 
renounced, for himfclf and his' eldeft 
^ A a fon. 
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ipn^ which opened t^ '^zy tofuihir 
Duke o£ j^fffMi ^hp .wopld howera* 
hardly hare fuocreded> i£ it had not 
been for .the will made in his £avowr 
by the laft Kii^, Charleys JJL 

It is indeed hard torefled^y with any 

patience/ upon the tfnaticountable' ftii- 

pidity of the princes^ of £ie/'^ for fc»nb 

centuries pscft^ who left a probability to 

Prance oi fucccedihg iii a few ages tp all 

fhext'doffiinions ; whilft, at the fame titne> 

no alliance with that kiftgdom could be 

of advantage to any prince, by reafbn of 

the Salique law. * Should not common 

prudence hkve taught every ibvemgn in 

Cbrififndm to cnaft a Salique law,, with 

itfytdi to France % for want of which> it 

is ahnoft a miraclb, that the Bourbon 

family hiath riot poffeffed the univerfal 

inoftarchy by right of inheritance? Whea 

th6 French aflcrt a proximity of blood 

gives a divine right, as fome of their mi- 

nifters, who ought to be more wife oK 

honeft, have lately advanced in this very 
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tjafei tb the title df^ Spain i do they not, by 
fldloWihg '^'Fritndb^ fxKC^ohi mike their 
own Idhgs ufiirpcrs ?" Gri if the Salique 
law be divine, is it not of uniwrfal oMiga- 
d&n, (uid tohle(|de]3ftly of , forte, to ex- 
:;dbde\Fra«0i:£toin inhcritbigL by daugh- 
llAK ? J Or, ;laftly, tf tfcat lawbe of huimn 
4afttti|tiQn» .may it not be enafied in any 
fti|tei'wiili whatever, extent or limitation 
the legiOatur^ ihall think fit? For the 
' QMiojft of an unchangeable human law is 
an abfardity ingiEyVernment^ td be believed 
only by ignorance, -and fupported by 
power* From hence it follows, that the 
children of the late Queen of France^ al- 
though {he had renounced, were as legally 
excluded from fucceeding to Spain, as if 
.the Salique law had been fundamental in 
that kingdoms fince that exclufion was 
eflabliAied by every power in Spain, 
o^u/ ^whkhjj^poffibly give a fan<aion to any law 
-Aierei and therefore the Duke oi Anjou's 
title is wholly founded upon the bequeft 
4)f bis'prtdeceflfor (whkh hfifh, great ao- 
Aaa thority 
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Uie Cortes, an^ theigcnsgd. wn^ 

* It 16 certain^ Ae fiuti|of pnooes it & 
fiatquendy fiiUenrient tla:&dc ambition, 
ikac ccnuiiMoiis liaise^ Iitttec viilidil|^^ 
j^rndie th*n fraia the^ powers MyA^pta^ 
ties whoib intereft it 19 ifiolvjj^porfr ^UBcpi* 
But this rcnunciaiatm,^ .which, the. QgSttsi 
hi9^ cxAiM foMA tfa«.JF>!iWfi( King ^ 
Ij^sgrapdfpn, I tsikfi Jji tQ l» oraw^Jvi^ 
41 tl^je eiJjsi^al qrci^mftftoces t|^t fm^ 
"fortifi^fuch ap a£t. • Fof j^ it i$ necd|1^3iiit 
for the fecurity of eveiy^riofe iaJSwr^t, 
that thofe two great ^ngdoms ihou^ 
never be united; fo ^e chief.. ammig 
them ! will readily .co^fent to be £?i?raQteje$; 

for presenting fucKa.^ i|iiafgjftyf»f^^^ 

Befides^ this propoCUr. (accipf digg to hey ^ 
Majefty's expreffion; ia heripeech) is p^ 
fUch anature^ that it^execut^it&tf'^ bec^ufe: 
xhs^ Spaniardsy wl)0 dread. iufKaqunioiii. 
for every reafon that ^ c*ft. h*t« . weight; 
- z . . '^^ arnong 
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iamM^ mttiy took caire that their Klii^ 
ihoold hot- only reiiouixcei in the oioft 
feldmh manned; .bqt likcwife, that thfe 
a€fc Ihottld be framed in the i&)ngeft 
lenn^ tliemfefarea .ooiild invent, or'wfe 
ewM fnrnifli them with; JkB to France^ 
dpbh {appo&l of the young Dauphin'^ 
dyin^ in a few.ytars^ that Idngdom will 
not be in a condition to Engage in a lon^ 
i;t^ar ag^nft k powerfol alliance, fijrtified 
with the kddition of the Spaniard, and 
the party of the Duke of S^rjr, or whoK 
ever elfe fliall be next claimer : and th6 
longer the prefeht Dauphin lives, the 
weaker muft Philip's iritereft be in 
France ; becaufe the princes, who are to 
fucceed by this i^ehunciatlon, will hav^ 
moft power and credit in the kingdom. 

The mifchiefs occafiohed by the want 
of a good underftanding between the al- 
lies, elpecially Britain and Holland^ were 
raifed every day ; the French taking the 
advantage, and raifing difficulties, not 
only upon the genersd plan of peace, but 
Aa4 like- 
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likewife upon the expltottion of fevera] 
articles in the ^ojeded' treaty between 
them and her M^jdty : They infifled t» 
have Lijle^ "z^ the equivalent im Dtm^ 
kirk; and demanded Tmmay^ MmArngfy' 
juid Condiy for the two or ^ree towpa^ 
mentioned in the Qieen's fpeech; vebidi 
the Britifh plenipotentiaries iirere lb far' 
from allowing, that they refofed to confer^ 
with thofc oi France upon that foot; al^ 
though, at the fame time, the former had^ 
frefh apprchcnfibns tfiat the Dutcb^ in u' 
fit of dcfpair,' 'would accept whatever 
terms the enemy picaftd to offer, and, hy 
precipitating their own peace, prevent h#r 
Majefly from obtaining any advantages, 
both for her allies and herfelf. .^ 

It is mofl certain, that the repeated 
loffes fuffered by the States, in little^morc 
than two months after they had 'with^ 
drawn thenifelvcs from the Quecn'^ * af- ^ 
fiftance, did wholly difconcert their coun- 
fcls y and their prudence (as' it is ufual)' 
JDCgan to forfake them with their 'good- 
'' ' fortune. 
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fortune. Tbcy were fo weak as to be 
ftitl dduded by their friends in England^ 
who continued to give them hopes of 
ibme migh^ and immediate refource 
from hence ; for when die Duke of ORr^ 
MDND had been about a month in Gkent^ 
he received a letter from the Marechal d&. 
ViLLARs, to Inform him, that tht Dutcb . 
generals, taken ztDenaihy l^d told the 
Marechal puUickly^ of a fudden revolu^ 
tion expected in Britain ; that particular* 
Ijr tlie Earl of Albemarle and MonC 
HoMPESCH difcourfed very freely of it/ 
and that nothing was mpre commonly 
talked of in Holland. It was then like- 
wife confidently reported in Gbenf^ that 
the Queen was dead; and we all re«- 
member vdiat rumour flew about here at 
the very fame time, as if her Majefty's 
health were in a bad condition* 

Whether fuch vain hopes as thefc gave 

i^irit to the Dutch} whether their frequent 

misfortunes made them angry and fu^. 

Un } v^4iether they ftill expciSed to over* 

A 9 4 reach 
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reach us by fo^Eie privatf, iii^aho^iti^i^, 
Frafice, thro' the mcdia|i9A of ttf ,^l(|Ot. 
tor of Bavaria, a§ tb(at Frwj;^ ^^5y?»«df 
gave out J or whatever elfe vfM ^ecaufe| 
tliey utterly J^cfu^d. ^, ccfl^tifjR. ojf 9Xm i" 
and made not the Icj^ft r^tijyrii Jgna^, tlic ?idt 
vances and invitatipr?^ ™?idp .by^her Nla- 
jefty, until the clof? of the gampaig&r - 

It was. then theS^i^ %%bci^t9 vie^iV; 
their affairs in. a^ot^ec %ht>^0M:Qi^de^ 
how Utdc. the vaJl promifes. of Coun^ 
ZiNz;|Nx>oRF w^ce to be rcK<?A on:; to hp. 
conyiocod^ tha^ Ff^HCf was d^ dB%o0^ 
to break vidtb bc^ l^b^ftf , onlj to ^p&^ 
their iU-j|;iu/n9ui> or uiir^albna^l^ de^ 
jxiands; to djfcoy^i: that theii; fsi^v^ 
correfppnd^nts o|i this fide the w;ater ha4 
IJiamefuUy mifjed^ th^Qi; diat.iprae. o^ 
their Own grincipjil tpy^njs gj-ew^hfj^jrtjly/ 
weary of the war, and backward in their 
loans; and, laftly, that Prin^je Eijgbnjb, 
their new general, V^ethcr his gjcnjius or>' 
fortune had left him, was not for tibeir 
turn. They, the;-jefpre, . direfacd^ theii^ 

.mini- 
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iSfnl^tt^'fiXfJifrffSt to iignify tp the Ux^ 
Privy-4qa| ^nd tjic Earl of Strafford, 
" Thfit ^eStat^ wave di^fed lo com**. 
«« ply with hfr Maj€%, ^d to defirc her 
*' goo** o®cc8 Vith trance; particularly, 
" th^t XoHrmyiffi^ Omdi wight be left to 
" th?m ^% pvt of tljev barrier, withotit 
** whiph t^iey cowld not be Ikfe : That 
*^ th? Eledfcftir of Bavaria tpight not bo 
" fijffeced tOr retain any town iq the iV^- 
" tkeriafufSf which would bo as bad for 
<5 HdUaruf as if thofe plac« were in the 
*« hands ofFrawe : Therefore the Statear 
** prpppfcclj that Luxembourg^ Ndmur^ 
** Cbarkroyy ^nd Nytuport^ Iniglit he disUr 
" ver^d tp thp Empeiror. Laftly, Thafc^^ 
" the JRrwri& might notinfiift on excpptbg. 
« the fpiir fpccies orgdods out of the tariC 
" of One thpufarid fix hundred and fixty- 
** fpur : Tl?at if her Majefty could prevail' 
^^/wi^France tp fatisfy their mafters oa^ 
" thefe articles, they would be ready ta 
" fubmit in all the reft.* 

When the Queen received an ac- 
count of this good difpofition in the 

States 
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States General, immediately orders 'were^ 
fcnt to Mr- Prior, to irifohn the mi* 
nifters of the Frerrtb court, ^^THat her 
^ Majcfly had now feme hopes of the 
^y Dutch compfying with her mea- 
*' fares; and therefore Ae refolved, »s 
" (he had always declared,' whenever 
" thofcf allies cam^ to dicmfelves,' not to 
•* make the peace without ihcir rcafon- 
« able fatisfaeion." The diffitidty that 
moft prefled, was about the difpoiki of 
Tmrnay and Conde. The 'Dutch infiftcd 
ftrongly to have both, and the French were 
extremely unwilling to part with either. 

The Queen judged the former would 
fuffice, for cpmpleating the barrier of 
the States. Mn Prior was therefore 
direfted to prefs the Marquis de Torcv 
cffeaually on this head, and to terminate 
all that minifter's objeftions, by affuring 
him of herMajefty's refolutions to appear 
openly on the fide of the Dutch^ if this 
demand, were refufed. It was thought 
convenient to adt. in .^his reiblute manner 

with 



Digitized 



by Google 



LAST TEARS OF THE QUEEN. 36} 

wth France^ whoft kt« fuccefe, againft 
Holland^ had taught the minifters of the 
moft Chri(Hfln King to regime their old 
imperious mainner of treatibg'with thtt 
repuUick; to which they were farther 
encouraged by: <lieitiiui]derftanding be-* 
tween her Majefty end the kllies. 

rThisappcaced from thenKfult (^f an idle 
quarrel that happened, about the end of 
>ji^gu^,^X7irecbt J between zFriwb and a 
(Dutch plenipotentiary, Monf. Mesnager 
and Count JRechTerem; wherein the 
court of fr^«f^ demanded fuch abjed: 
fubmiiiions, and with fo much haughti-' 
nefs, ae plainly fhewed tiiey were pleafed 
with anyoccafion of mortifying theD»/c^. 
Beiides, the politicks of the French ran 
at this time very oppofite to thofe of £r/* 
tain: They thought the minifters here 
durft not meet the parliament without a 
peaces and diat, therefore, herMajf% 
would either force the Slates to comply 
widi Franciy by delivering up Jmrnay^ 
■ whkh was the {^inppal point in dufpiat^^ 

' • * ♦ or 
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or would finifli her tfwn pca^ ifiik 
France and Spaing leaving k iixbd 6ine 
for Hoffafid to r«fufc or icc^t the terms 
impoied on them. • But the Queeri, who 
diougfat the demand of ToMrnay by, the 
States to be yeiy neceflky aridjuft^ was 
determined to iiiM; upon it, and to de- 
clare openly agarift Frtf«c«r, rather than 
fufier her ally to Waiyt a place fo u&ful 
fot their barrier. Arid Mr. Pwoli Was 
wdered to fignify this re&dutiob of ha: 
Majefty to Monf. DEToRcy, in cafi fliat^ 
minifter could not be otherwi& prev^ed 
on. 
The Britiflr pledpoteiltraries did lifee- 

, wife, at the feme time, expre&^ to thofc 
of Holland \m Maje%'s great fatisfadfon, 
diat the States were at laft diipofed to aft 
in confidence widi her ; " Thatfiie.wi&ied 
this leiblation had been fboner taken,! 
fince nobody had gaified by.thd delay, but 
the Fiienck¥>mgy tlwij however; he^ WSk 

jefiydid not queAion- tiie jri-ocurtng !a fefe 
apd honooraUe p^ace, Byu&iled- coun<£k, 

rea- 
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mim^ki 4eiMfidsw . And. prodjent; mca-^ 

rler, and i%(f^^tp,$l)fiwf^a<U(v|^ 

die cxcq)tu>i}gs4iu|(5le,^fir#j^^ 

cuiff of One^ tj^qi^Ai)^! ^jb)>^)died 9nd 

nwiAed-of oipigpoop^ : td iffwd. the pouce^ 

t^^ "Qxika of <$t9U9)' ; audi, oik tite iettle-. 
mcot of t|if jP«w Giy»#rrWt. would adhem 
to whia fliq ddivs^ti^d friom ihp ihn^n^i 
Xb9^ as to^ t^^ £^1^9) ber. J^j^ly^ 
htartiljr wi0i(4: tlieir. baadier as good as 
Gfiuld be deficed.; but ll>at.\we.- woe not. 
now. in crcumflaficest tt> espt& enry 
tbiog. C3ta9l$c aceocdiog: to tbe ic^Mine^ofi 
Ij^lkuHi: Ftmca bad- ^ead^ offibred. ai 
great part, and the Q^a.did; not dunk, 
tbe remiund^ Wortb die conttinuanoei-of 
tbe-VKir.'' - •;'■ ' ' 

Her Majcfty conceived the peace ip.fb 
igtuch , forwar4ncfs, that fli?i thpugjit . fit, ', 
al^qwt, thi? tinjp, to^ncwiwite the .puk£ ^ . 

Hamil- 
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Hamilton and the Lord LcfxttiGi^oW 
for ambiffadois in France and S^w^^ to 
receive the renunckttoifit in both ciourt^^ 
and adjuft inatM^* of ctkni^tcc} 

TheDiike wa« pfepadng^or his joomey, 
when be watf chaikngcd to a duel by the 
Lord MoHQN^ a ptrloA of infattons cha-» 
t;a£)ter. He Mled hk adirer&ry tupon the 
fpcit, tho' He hiiiliUf receWed a vrouhd i 
and, weakened by the loft of blood, as he 
was leaning in dn arms of fais fecond; 
was moft barbaroufly ftabbed in the In-eaft 
byLieutenfant^general Mac artmjiy^ who 
uias iecond to Lord MoauN. He didd a ■- 
few mintttes. after in the fieldj: .and the 
murderer made > his eics^; : I thoiight ib 
farpafii^ an event might ^deferve barely 
to be related) although it be Something 
fordgntomyful^ed. . . ^ 

. The Ear) of jSTRAJ?roRp; who^h^ 
come to BnghnJ in laft, in order . 

to give her M ajefjly an account of the dif^ 
pofitioo of affair^ \n Holland^ was now re- 
turning witlj^ her iail inftni<aions, to let 
the Dutqb minifter know, *• That fomc 

l^ points 
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^^.;$:«]li^ Ml tpill6:«f«i:!cqniej < whickx>nc6 
V^inlghftifatJvsr been, fiafily obtained £: To 

^^iitnily #QWfid^om:tbfk;cieby..4i^diire>- 
f ^;fQ^^«iyv 4nd:;ft2!juMfM« them to -fix on 
55 .fo9i» fMN>|iQfi(&in, i««£}0^e kl Itfialf, as 
f * .iwell . as'.pofifato to: be ef&a^ : . ilSut 
(t ^^MBiOjieflmiWovld infift upon thexeffioli 
f< of. 3aMm<t)r by Fmndiei, pcovided 4ibe 
^ Staaea wovdd concuc: in fini&liig the 
f* peace, without itsatmg-'aofr'cAi^iQknq, 
**.xx. infiAaag upon! hxdia jmA»t That 
i' this>jRK»iii:i& demands. Mil favonr. dfidib 
** Ele^c of' Btfvt^tf, appeared, to <be 
** fudb as, lbeQgeeo:wflis:of opinion,, die 
** States oqght to-agr^ .tos virhich wpre, 
5^ to leave ^t EltjStpf |n po^:f$on of 
*' Luxemiurgt Namur, and G&fr/<r0^, fttb> 
** jedt to the terma of their barrier, until 
^* he ihould be reftored to his ekdtorate > 
** and to give him the kingdom of SarJi- 
♦• nia, to efface the-ftain of his degrada- 
« tion in ]5heElc^oral College ; That the 

"Earl 
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« Earl htA hnaifmiim k'pf^ ^ 4 
^-aem taiy fl^Awnafibft^ it tiiiifa'; 
V wfaidk b0r Mi^iftyr.aidfli* ifaHl^oM 
«. (hiwld %i, Mitt tlM fwtiliriUnStf 
(* the p0«t»i' tii» fonM^ tWH^ \Mftg 

9 coBCBloiikg iif#4i« r«fiiMQil««»^ 
^ftofioiu, and cdoMwM i^jAtd^im^ 
5*.ofijdie mtioav Laflflff^ Tfaoolj^JSaf-' 
*" je%, iKitwi4ifbiiding<>I^pRmQ&tifan$i 
!< %34» for tbe&ka of thd 2>a<ri&^ mii m 
f< lv»^ of tfactritiMivfo^ii^djirihefefalfe 
** lUttioitt vUdi.Jiaiik fia ioog:auAddldKm> 
*fhidKclD Jb^'t]^ uegobi^QiK^ qMD-: 
*' ■Tliia'the^fiArsjMW'i&adei th»fiP wta 
** Iker^iaft, ^d tl^ the lft(( emit (kb WoAM 
<*s^If todietii>. That thi^dtoft«Mia^ 
<* agKMi or ac|>«<5^ the C|ue6H ^»«edll prd- 
<* ceed iminediatisfydo condud^libftfekty 
.<• With" Frimc^tfed (^tfw, iii^c6i^tiri^tk)ii 
« wiAifuch of herdlics arf \lr'6'o!dthink^ 
/* to adhere to her. 

/ "As to Savoy; that 'the C^j^n eac- 
l"pe&sd thtf jStateff would cioAcur* with 

"her 
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i**^ wilif Afe Emperor to eohfent to aa 
5^'a!^oliife"iieatratlit7 m JA^, until the 
V ^^ ^ce Aoulli fee oonickdcd." 
.;• The gt>Temii)g-)mrtf in SbUand^ how- 
-^ eirer in appearance difpofed to Enath^ af-^ 
fe&ed new delays, and railed many.diffi* 
culties about the four fpecies of goods^ 
which the French had excepted out of the 
tariff. Count Zinzendorf, the Em- 
peror's pl^upoteritiafy) did all that waa 
pollible to keep up this hutnour in« the 
Dutchy in hopds to put them udder a ne«^ 
ccflity of preparing fbr the next cam- 
paign ; and fometime after went (b far la 
this purfuit, that he fammoned the fe>« 
veral minifters of the empire, told them 
he had letters^ from his mafter, with or- 
ders to fignify to them, " That his Im- 
"perial Majefty refolved to begin the 
" campaign early, with all his forces 
" united againil France ; of which h« 
'^ defired they would fend notice to all 
Bb •* their 
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fVtbcir courts, that the fevcral prrncei 
** might be ready to furnifhtheir contitl^- 
^^ gents and recrtiita." .At the httiemtit 
{ZiNZENDpRF endeavoured, tdTbortowTtw6 
miliiops of florlna upon dae iecuHt^MDf 
fome Imperial cities $ btt( couM ^ot fuc* 
cced either amongft the Jews cr.at il«44 
Jlerdam. : • 

When the Earl 6f Sl^i^^AFfoRD arrived 
at Utredbf^ the Lwd Privy-feal aaihie 
communicated ta the Zk/d& mitxiilen thtf 
new treaty for a fucceflioa ^^bairieil, ^ 
the Queen J^ ordered It. to- be pr«^ar«fl 
here in E^j^/off^, differing from the fof?m« 
in feyeral pcinte* of the, great^ft jBio^aerff^ 
obvious . to . any who will be ^^c , p«ns 
to compare them. . This , Wai»j<lFe>iuou%. 
qppofcd for feveral weeks hyfhe pk»i|»i 
tenti^trics pf tbeStates; Jmt 4i^{p5<)Yiw»irf 
ijtrecbf, where;th«} (pongj^pl^ j«p JieJdpimtt 
nipdiately.^nt orteta^tlfi^^.repijelb 
tiviis at . thQ: J%i^^. ti> ^&shmi^kiipri»i 
viiice ^thajiWbl^u^ O^A^QK^rnjifaihitv^ 
^rfed.the..pc^J^^ ^lyp^ ^itbe 
••/:; I ': ^ r? H terms 
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terms propi^d by Fnmte^ arid confeilted 
lo.the new prt^efibsd treaty of bferiicr and 
IbcceffiQix : and' labout the clbft tof the 
year> One thbA:fat)d fevcn hiihdred and 
twelire,'fbur 6f thej fcvcn pro^ihceSi had 
deiivesred their: opiriicms for puffing iari ehd 
t0the;ivsH'4 . 

This unufual precipitation in the StateSj 
fo different from^e S^ole tenotir of thcil" 
fornAer e6^du€t, wafe very mtich fii fj)daed 
\^* the Erilijh plenij^btentiafies. TTheit 
lordfhip$ bad received^ intelligence, thaft 
i^^J^tch miriift^fs" hdd frequeiit coiiJ* 
fcrtoces'with thbfe' of France^ and had 
efkrtd to fettle their intcrefts with that 
crowtti widioat the concuirehcc of BrU 
/»/«.' Count ZiJ^feBNDORri and his tol- 
le^Egues^: appeared likewife, all on tlie 
fadden, to have- the liitne difpofiitions, and 
to be in grcit hifte to fettle their feverai 
differences with the States, Th^ rcafohs 
lor this pipoccediiig were vifiblc enbugh i 
matiy^ difiicdltieit^^efe ydt tiridetcafniined 
in 'the trea^ <tf <^md*e tctttecn her 
Bb 2 Majcfty 
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Majcfty and IPrantty for the adjuftmg di 
which, afid fomc other points, the Queen? 
had lately di^althed the Duke of' Shrews- 
bury to that court. Some of thefe were 
of hvd digeftion^ with which the moflr 
Chriftian King would not be under a ne- 
ceflity of complying, when he had ntf- 
farther oocaiion for us, and might, upon^ 
that account, alFord better terms to the 
Other two powers^ Befides^ the Emperor 
imd the States could i^ery well ipare her 
Majefly the honour of feeing arbitrator of 
a gencfral peace 5 and the latter hoped by 
thii means, to avoid the new treaty ~bf 
barrier and fuccefiion, which we were now 
forcing on them. 

To prevent the confequences of this^ 
evil, there fortunately fell out an incident^ 
which the two lords at Utrecht knew weli 
to make ufe of: the quarrel between- 
Monf. Mesnager and Count Richte- 
REN (formerly mentioned) had not yet- 
been made up. The French and Hutcb^ 
differing in fbmc circumflances, about 

th» 
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Ifhc fatisfadioh, to be given, by the Count 
for the affiront be had offered, the BrU 

r . ... 

tijh plenipotenciarics kept this difputc on 
foot for feveral days ; ai^d, in die mean 
time, prefled the Dutch to fini(h the new 
treaty of barrier and fucceffion between 
her Majefty and them, which, about the 
middle of yanuary^ was concluded fully 
to the Queen's fatisfadtion. 

But while thefe debates and differences 
continued at the congrefs, the Queen re- 
folved to put a fpeedy end to her part in 
the war.i {he therefore fent ordeys to the 
Lord Privy-feal, and the Earl of Straf- 
ford, to prepare every thing neceffary for 
iigning her own treaty with France. This 
{he hoped might be done againil the 
meeting of her-ewchparliament, now- pro- 
rogued to the third oi Februarys in which 
time, thofe among the allies, who were 
really inclined towards a peace, might fet- 
tle their feveral intcrefls by the.afMancc 
and fupport of her Majefty 's plenipoten- 
4tiaries > an^ as for the reft, who would 
Bb 3 cither 
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rithcrrefufe to Comply, 'or cndeavouftd 
protra^thc negbciatibn, 'the hfeaidii of their 
refpcftivc demands, y^hicH'* Prance bad 
yielded by her Majcfty*s in'tervcirtidri, and 
agreeable to the plan laid down m'^er 
ipcech, (hould be mentioned in the treaty^ 
and a time limited for the feveril pow- 
ers concerned to rcceivis Or rejed them. '"'^ 
The Pretender was j^ot yet gone out of 
TPrancfy upon fome difficulties alledgedby;; 
the Frencby about procu'rihg him a fafc 
condu£t to Bar-k'JuCj in the Duke of 
Lorrains dbminioris, where it ivks' theii 
propoled he fhbuld rcfide: The Queeiif, 
altogether bent upon quieti^^g the xnihcfe 
of her fubjeds, dedarcd, fhe vro^ld hot 
fign the peace till that perfoh- were re- 
moved ; although feveral wife men hd* 
lieved he could be no where lefe dan*- 
gerous to Britain, than itithii place is^hfere 
he was. ■ ' •'• •■■ '■ .'" ' . 

The argument which tnoft prei^ailed bk 
the States to fign tfaenew treaty of {)arti^ 
j^nd fuccefiion with Br/V^m, ^^aS herMa- 
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differences xfna^n^ between 14s and that 
rjepublick;^ and cpnfequently they had no. 
fartiier temptatioxis to any feparatc txanfr- 
adioos Ayitji the Fr^^^iS, who thereupon 
begsin tp renew their litigious and haughtjr 
manner of treating with the D^/riS. Th^ 
fatisfadion they extorted for the affront 
given by Coui^t Richteren to IvIonC 
Mesnager, although fomewhat fbftened 
by %ho,$ntiJh minifters at TJtrecbt^ was 
yet fo rigorous, that her Majefty could 
noVforbear fignifying her refentment of it 
tp the mpft Chriftian King, Monf. Mes4 
Jt^AGER, yrho (eemed to have more thege- 
uius^pf a merchant than a n^hifter, began^ 
in, hi? confej-ences v^ith the plenippten-r 
tiar|e3 of the 3tateS) to raiie new diiputea 
uppn poipits which both we and they had 
reckoned upon as wholly fettled. The 
Abb4 1>? Ppi^JGNAC, a m^pft aqcompliftied 
perfon, of greaj generofity and univer^, 
vndcrft^ndiifg, .was gone to France to re- 
B b 4 ceive 
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celvcthe cardinaTs cap; and the Maraw 
chal DF HtrxDLjLiES was Wholly gmded 
by his colleague, MonC Mesnager, who 
kept up thofc brangfes, that for a time 6b* 
flruftcd the peace ; fome of which were 
againft all juftice, and others of fmaU ini-< 
portance, both of very little advantage to 
his country, and lefs to the reputation of 
his iRafter or himfelf. Tl^is low talent ia 
bufinefs, which the Cardinal de Poug- 
NAG ufed, ip contempt, to call a Spirit of 
l^egociatin^y made it impoffible for the 
two lords, plenipotentiaries, with all their 
abilities and experience, to bring Mes^ 
NAGER to reafon, in feveral poiiits both 
with us and the States : his conceflions 
yrefe few and conftrained^ fetring oi^f^^ 
render him more tenacious of ^at tsfc 
refofed. In feveral of thelfeWns, vAAik 
the States were to keep, ifelhfifted that 
France fhould retain the chfiftfe!iani<^, or 
extent of country depending oh thent^ 
'particularly that of Twr»/:ry j'a demftrid 
the more unjtiftiflable, becaufe "Be knew 

his 
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Ilk oMfftep bad not only proceedcd^Kre^ 
contrary, but bad erej^ed a coart in^ h» 
kingdom, where his 6wn judges extended 
^ territories about thoielowns he had 
talcen, as far as he pleafedto diredt thems 
Monf. Mbsnagbr .(hewed . equal obfli* 
nacy in what his mafter expe<^ed for the 
Eledlor of Bavaria^ and in refufing the. 
tariilFof One thouland fix hundred and 
fixty-fpur : {b that the Queen's plehipo^ 
tentiaries repreiented theie difficulties as 
jvhat might be of dangerous confequence, 
both to the peace in general, and to the 
States in particular, if they were nut ^ee^ 
dily prevented. 

Upon thefe confideradons her Majefty^ 
diought it her (horteft and fafeft courie ti 
tpply directly to France, where Hie hfA 
then fo able a minifter as the Dukegdf 
Shrewsbury^ 

TJic Marquifs a>E Tokcy, fqcretary M 

the moft Qiriitian King, was the minifter 

with whom the Duke was to tre^, as 

having been the firft who moved his maf- 

c ter 
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tff to ^ly tc^tljf QgeoQ fpMi^pf a?f^^ im 
oppoatioa^ ti^^^ti,.^lo]^\,r^^ 

tffounuc thff ^ar^ 9$ a»ji pt;^r cpul4r}>Pi 
pth^ hcv^ PI /m Holland, ,, . 
^ would be very unlike a h^r^p, to r/C;* 
fijie <his greatcniiiiftcrthe praifejbefb juftlx 
dcfcfycth^ jcif bavinjg trpajt^d* through thq 
vkolc eourfe of fo great a n^oaation, with 
the iitmoi^ capjiour and mtegrit^i ncvo: 
oncciailii^g in any pomife lip^madc, atnd 
tempering a firm ^cal to his naafters iri-f, 
tcreft^with a ready cpmpliancc to >v^at wa^si 
reasonable apd. juft. Mr* ?rior, whom, |, 
have . formerly mentioaed, refided like- 
Y^ijfi,.noyf f\X P^rhf, \yith.the char^ftder, of 
imqafter-jdeiiipotentiary, and was very acrr 
(;qj*2^ble to that co.urt, upon the fcore o^ 
^is-wit ^n<3. humour, , : . ^ 

The Duke, of Shrewsbury ,\va§ dk 
fici^ed topre|s the French court upon the 
goaipts yet unfettled in the treaty of com-r. 
i^erce between both crowns j to make 
tjieni drop their unreafonabljs <^emapds 

for 
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^r the Eleftor bf ^l^nvtithv to let tKetti 
know, fliat the Ouereii Was' refolvfed not to 
fbrl^Tce^hetf 5Bie^ -vvho wcirc now feadjy' to 
cbiiie ih^ ; ^ tfi^t filef thought iScii beft wajr 
of haftening the geiifcral-' peace, was tt> 
determine hpr' bwh partictilar one with 
prance^ until which time' (he could not 
CjbhVeniently fuffer her parltJiment to'meet* 

I'he States were, by this time, fo fully 
convinced of the Queen*s fincerity and af- 
jfedtion to their republick, and how much^ 
they had been deceived by the infinuations 
0f the faftidUs party in England^ that they 
.Wrote a very humhle letter to her Majefty, 
to defire her affiftanee towards fettling 
thofe points they had in difputc witH 
France^ atid profefling thcrnfelves ready 
to acquiefce in whatever explanation her 
Majefly would pleafe to make of the platt 
propofed in her fpeech to the parliament* 

But the Queen had already prevented' 
theii' defires \ a!nd in the beginning of -?V- 
fruary^ One thoiifand feven hundred and 
jtwelve-thirteen, diretfted tile Duke of 

Shrews- 
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^HJUSW^BURY to inform the Fr^b oxfart^ 
*« That fincc inc had prevailed on her al- 
^^ lies, the Dutcb^tQ drop the; dequand of 
^ C^;?^/, and the other df the four fpecies 
** of goods, which the Prencbhz'l excepted 
*^ out of the tariflT of One thoufand fix 
"•^ hundred and fixty-four^ flib would not 
^ fign .without them :' That /ha 'approved 
'*' of the Dutch infixing to have the cha- 
*• tellanies fcftored, ' with the tov^ns, and 
" was refolved to ftand or fall with them, 
** until they wefc iatisfieci in this point/* 
Her Majefty had .fpine apprehenfions, 
Aat the Pr^rfr created thefe difficulties!^ on 
purpofe to fpln out the treaty, unttl the 
icampaign fliouki begin • They thought 
it abfolutely neccflary, that our parliament 
ihould meet in a few weeks, which could 
not well be ventured, until the Qu?en 
were able to tell both houfes, that her own 
peace was figned : That this' would not 
only facilitate what remained in difference 
"^htV^^tT^ Britain and France^^vix. leave the 
' Dutch cnixctly at the mercy of the Istocj^. 

•■•■ ■■• ■•■ •■ • ' ^ "' ^'":'thc 
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' Tlie Qgeen, weary ojE "thefc refine^ 
iniftakes in tke Frrneb jJcJidcks, Wd folly 
Telbived to be tiMed wftSi no toftger,.fcnt 
her detern^rMte drders to die Duke of 
Shrewsbury, to 1« Fr^mcf knQw,.**'TiM^ 
^* h^r Mggcftjr had hitherto prorogued fcer 
** parlkrfnent, la4^opc^^^f ^ccommb^alteg 
« the difficukie« in feer Own freaties bf' 
** peace and comii^ercewi^th[atcr(M»ifi(|a^ 
** well as jfeiding tiie iMercfts of her ibverd 
*' allies ; or« at kail:» that tf^ dijfFcf eficei 
^' in the former being removqdv! th6 inoft 
^' Qirtiliafi King would h^v^e ^i^e fach 
^^oflfers fortkc ktter, a$.i!ftight jdlify her 
^^ ^^ajefty in ^gnihg hfcr own peace, whe- 
, ** ther the confederates intended to fign 
" their'a c«r no* .But fcveral points being 
^ yet nnfiniihed between both erowhs, 
'* and others between France zn^^liht reft 
*' of the allies, efpecialjy the States, t6 
^V which the plenipotetfttiaries of thit 
** cotfi-t at tftredah^^vm thought fit to 
•* give fatisfaaion \ the Queen was ,fto# 
^VM toa^nul distermination^ both with 
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*y dtfoe hor owin daskaj»dsi,^'tbcde. a£ hd? 
"sllUffs, anylb^er than 4iie>fi:h&tQe no«r 
^ ient over, as an explanation of jthle^|!>lQA< 
"..bid down iq,ti^<p?ech.:,:Ti^<jt hec^a* 
*1 jefty ihads Ai*©i4^* IQ . fe«r^, plesBipatco?^ 
« afu-iesiafc^j!'ff<5<f*^«.'Wi faHiHnftith«iichft4y 
" stu^^t. tkf.9mh9(M(»Si j^ifigti the pcanir 
**; inunediately.^^th ,(he n^iiiiertno^itbef 
*< 09ift ChriftHwi King> aai foon-as.jfhe 
" Duke of SHRKinrfBFHv; AiMJd.haTiet&tit 
*' them notice that &e ^reticb.:iiadot>m* 
*<pli«i ; ThM /the .Qgceorifaad tberefbre 
<^ farther. p(ort)goedjh«r padCanbeolt totfie 
*•; ^ird,of Mar£^4.'m- hopes taiiSijrBiiihcDD,' 
<^ byithatitkne* .Q^heripeaeeilEietngjIagfieid 
^^ on.} fo( ifjdae tvno houfiss {hw^^m^j 
*^ while Any aooettataiy v:ieiafluied^^&]^' 
*i4>lies mufl be aiked. as for a war." 

The 
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tAustQQ^taiitCMnmiifSMi Wi^ fpeed 
Mikl Ti^ioerS} «rfai(th coald^^^y ««f»«idbed 
]^oin> an dbie'muniftef . r fThi F^mkfQm'^ 
imniddiati^ yiddCGKiiaitheimlhoie Mudmt 

between QtrkitSrrtti&.aaii<Sriaice, vA&ii 

"i tlporf 4He i fecbrid diy of mribr^c 
two £r;W/i ']^ip6t-e)¥(lElr!<j>i'nhk^t>tiioi'^ of 
th<flillM«iA"AdTowri4i6t>!re a*^mto j 
-«rher4 the D>i-d Privy-ieal ijddi-dfledhiia> 
felfto themnili a-(h(Jtt^1li5fe«fch,'«VThat 
''^^e negociatton ' hui JfiO^Mo^ie^ntkyMd 
**'fcAjrteeh' ftioi^tlifs-Vitfr ^A fldwflfcfe, 
« whidi Had' proved Vefj^thjtirioas tt^fte 
'( intereftt bf.the aQJe^ tHrii^i the Qu^ 
*Miad* ftaidrtiiinisi ioiig/>Hfld"ftQpipdcr»^: 
"/finilhii^'^cj^ tyvmi peaoe,'^ 'toer *fei' 

** |«redjbyipntt«n e;Qd(>toadtUi.gf£9it'worle f 
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f' i>i|MM!lMa«l«>6S ^.M.|h9^. QJf the attjes, 
*< Tbftt £[)« ffSJiAd it n<e9604i7 |gi.^Qnclu4f 
^Sb* «wi^ IrWty i»«ledM^i jujd ^ 
-**Wttiier.qaimoa« thpt ithe xioadEedef^ 
." ought lo fiaiai.^tMir'%ftti^ilS^e tioof^ 
»* «>.iyh»c)?^ l^fejT uPGfc riow iccoidkigly u>r 

dbitlordfliip deckiint, ia ffunQoej^n's nam^* 
** That whoever could, not be rfai^.c^t^ 
>*:daf pfefixq^ .^ottld. hpt^ a. foavetd^t 
'" time allewfd tbem tocbaae in." 
; . AUh^i^h ^q^ciFs fei^by ti^ Qjieen 
JB hK pIcBfipolipfttiafics. w«:e Ypry pr«* 
ct^, yet tl^ir iopdibips <iifl not precipitete 
Slw pcfftirinaoQe of . thenlv They were 
<iur6^«d to appcttnt ifis i(hort..a day foe:. the 
S^ng's^ tbey conyeniendy <?<HJi^ i hu^ 
iiowever,. jthc jparticular day^ w» left t» 
^ir.difcrettou. ^hey J^ped to bring 
«ver the IXutcb^ aod snoft of; the other al>- 
)in» to conclude at the fame (Mne widk 
tbe Qu«n j which, as it would cQitaimy 
iMem^w popular to their cowtifery» fo ^ey 

con- 
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Conceived it would be more fafe for dlem- 
felvcs: befides, upoh ldc3]ciftg over their com- 
iniffion, a fcruple fpring in their minds, that 
they could not fign a particular peace witU 
France i their powers^ as they apprehended, 
Authoriiing tbecti only to fign a general one. 
Their lordfhips therefore fent to England to 
defire new powers, and, in the mean time, 
employed themfelvcs widigreit indi^ry, be- 
jtween the minifters of France and thofc of 
<the ieveral allies, to find fome expedient for 
fmoothing the way to an ag^ement among 
4bem. 

^ The £arl of Strafford went for a few 
4]ays to the Ma^ue, to inform the States of her 
Majefty'sexprefs commands to his colleague 
4nd himfelf, for figning the peace as foon as 
|>oflibIe } and to deiire the^ would be ready 
M 4h€ fame time, which the Penfionary p»- 
lilifed} and that t-heir plenipotentiaries ihould 
he impowered accordingly, to the great'con- 
tofttmcnt of Moflf. Boys, who was how fo 
fnuoh altered, either in reality, or app^ance, 
that ^he complained to the Earl of Monf 
iI»iKsiV6'$ ibwoefs; and charged aU tli^ de. 
C c lays 
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lays and mifm^nagempnte jqf a tv^eiyc^mon A 
part, to that minift^r's. ac^p^pi:. : \ . 

While the Earl of $;ri?j^^JFORp rtaid a^l^e 
Hague^ hip ^ilcovcred thptf^^nea^ 
Duke of Marlborough'? J[i3d.beei>,jijhe^^^ 
fome days before, fent by hisGrace to diflTiwdc 
tht Dutch from figning at the fame^lime with 
the miniftersot theQueen,whic^^^ m£j;;gI(i7Ufy 
woiild at leail have the appearance oJTa iepa* 
ratfe' peace, and obti^c ihtir^BnttJh friends, 
Who knc^ 'how '^o turn 19 mqrt a delay to 
\iiy good ac'count',*a^*we1l'as gratify theEm- 
pefbr J on whom, it Was alle^ged/they oughi^ 
to hly hiucH^tnore tiiaii on Kei^ Majejtv. pne 
o^ the Stales likfewifetoW the Eacl^'^^^^^^ 
** the fame' perfon, employed by tltq D^ke^ 
** Was then in conference with the tnagiftratcs 
** of Rotterdam (which town^ had decl^red^. 
*' for the continuancpoftheVar), to affure. 
" theni» if. they/would bold off a little, th^y 
*' fliouid fee an'unexpe^eid turn ii^ theJSr/- 
" ////^parliament: That ^hepuk^of M^rl^^ 
''borough had a!^flt of fhedifcpntentp^^^ 
** meml)ers in bbtH houles, who were rSady * 
** to turn agamft the coyrt ; apd, to crowa / 
*' ill, that Mf^ Grace hiad-certaih intelligence , 
: "or* 
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V 'of theQueeh b^ing iii' fb ill a'fiate pf liealch, 

" as made it impdffible 'for her to/H^^^ abpve 

<^fiic v/ecksr' Sb reftlefs' arid' incieFatigablp 

fe avaride and afaibitioh, wlieri iir;^flamed. ty 

a dfeAre of" revenge.' / , ' . : • . , 

^ But reprefentatioris, wKich had been fp 

pften tried, w,er^ now offjp^^^ tpo late. Mpft 

of the allies,'exceptthe l^rpperor, were willr, 

ing to ' put an end to the wa^r upon her Ma- 

jefty 's. plan 5 ^ and the further dejlay of thre^. 

week^s muff te chiefly imputed to that liti-, 

gioiis maimer of treating,- peculiar to the 

French ',y^hp{c plefiipoterit|aries at^C^^ in-. 

fiAedwitKobftinacy upon many points, which. 

at Paris Monf. de Torcy had given up. 

. The Emperor expcfted to keep all he al- 

' ready pqfleflc^ in Italy ; that Pvrtlongufy o\\ 

the Tufcan qoaft, (liould be delivered tp him 

by France i and, lafHy^ that he fhould not be. 

obliged to renounce Spain. But the Quee«; 

as well ^s Fr^w<, thought . that his Imperial 

Majefty oqght to fit down contented with his 

partage of Naples and Milan j and to reftorp 

thbfe territories in Italy^ , which he had 

taken from the rigbtf'ul proprietors, and 

hy th^ pofleHlcn of which he was grown 

C c 2 dan* 
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dangerous tD ilta^4Hairfi^iUMtf\»fftfrWifig'" 
aoti4iiated claiiiira|»o» ^MiU. r. ' ^: 

This Prince hid iHt<!«^ d^^&td «Q: Her 
Majefty'sezpedicfit of iufimlngtfaeEieiStogfl. 
Bavaria to ret^ J^tqeetiiBiirjj^i ril^filltt: edi^ 
tain conditaont* hf^wn^ nf iccuHtf ,- luiti^^ I»$j 
det^ralo wev* riyHoved Pol (^<^]i»iiif; 

tieoded palf w^b. ^ ^«w oCcaqtiaiiiBg Usi 
WW, r«iblvcd to .^f tb^jitapc^.^itA Wqgqi^ 
go !d» EmporoiV a^pcdunt 

|n the i^<tic «f.. JMi^4^> Qn^ji^iQii^^Gpa^ 
fevcn hundred apd iwely^Hy^lrtia^* ^t^eim 
trrivtd at l^rv^ ^i^^f4#^f): with .4Kffla4 
of t gtnoral poaoQi ni^ithad hf (o a^i:cfd.lM;» 
iwofn ii» Dvkejof 89it£5Rr8ilUJ»Y nod ^^l9f^ ' 
ps ToRQT I iv^«ipt>«tief)r fMtjojD^v Mr 
htthgrto i^e ioterefts aad pre^i»^e£iftjf^ tHi 
fr^^eral allies, vr^s brong^t .io-.if<;ar«o«i^ 
■eada iiif thenar Jvould accept^ -^tttthe -^n^^ 
>^aipQt6ntia[rie8i hoped th& p^^c^ vtould :hd 
, general in» tew «P twjlvc days. i-The-jperftr-r 
jl^ and J^ufci> v^m«- sdr^^ prepafed;v^;aM;^ 
©thers-^erfe diaycaniing itt^ hy 'oseaot of 
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MK8NA«£iK'ai)d Ussetks§^ Ye»3F ^its^m 
}0g llt<»-lilk«t^ Jittf Ma$ie%' Midf. >tH« <!«#'- 

J'N^^S' tertunaaaww-'w^fe **c«r so^fved at 
fitted at fength'lh evctf fi?ea^, % ivhi«fi ' 

tvi^^^toMffioiB of that OMniupot»M«i^ 

fdir put^ a period ta ^-|^e»c sad d^ficuii^ 
woric,- the Lord Pnv3r<>ieal «nd :the Ead< ti^ 
S'TRAFTORSt gai«.' noticeito: ths^ miniftcnitiC 
ochdfooffra) 4His;.^^ that thdiir ^I^idlhipsiitai 
'ff;ii^oiQtied Tn^day. dtc; t&^vfuift ioj(bfl|y 

i '^ tnmi^of,|:oj»n^rcei bp^tfoe^ ^ Ql^^tv^ 

fJl^^iftianKin^^ and hoped the faid allies 

« would 
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* would be pi^pdrc4,^at tfid faitte trme, id 
^« follow theif€3iatfiffti/' Atxotdihgly their' 
^d^ips tSmplOj^d the * iKrde ■ int^rveiiing 
days, in fmootl^ng Ae feSvdiftcultfes th^t re- 
mained betf^ecn tfics^^iR^Wi6 mblifet^Viiil' 
thofe of Ac ievdrkl confederate powers. , ' 
The important day being npw'conie| tli^ 
Lord Biftiop ^ Bristol and the Earl o5f 

$TRATF0RD^ hsvln^ affutn^4 ^^^ !C^^?^!^?^. 
of anibalTadors extraordinary^ gaye a tnemo-p 
rial in behalf 'of ^^ Trench proteftants to the ' 
Mairechal. de Hu*ei.les and liis colleagW ' 
wh6 were to tranfmit it to their court j^'an^ 
riiefe deliver^ 'to the J5r///j% itnbifladfbrS'l' 
declkratilm in writing, that the Pretender wi^' \ 
a<ftu^y gone'out b^Fr^Wif; ' ' " ' ' " 
Thd conditibiis df |>eaqe to be allowed the 
Empiror and the Etnpife, ' ks" adjnfled' bcr 
tween Britain knd Fh'am^^Wtftiii:>\^Y^tv^{d ' - 
dclivewd'to theGoOnt ZiN2^ENiobF.' Th'^fe " 
and Ibme' 6ther'p/evteuVmaWrs of fniatler 
confeqtoeiice bemg^ feiiiflbfedv the treaties '0^' 
peace ai>d comnidf cd'bet^i/eeh hfer Majefty 6^ ' 
Brrfaim and ihd iki&Ri CSriftiart -Kiftg,* ^i^rcr^ - 
figned at the Lord FfiVy-rear$ lioiil^^betweeq ' ' 
two and three qf the clock' in tkc afternoon, ■" 
; : : The 
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ai>6ut,^ hour after. 'yiJ^e%;thcij^J«nU 
Joui-|^qd to the JEJwlx^.Sfii^^pF^^^ 
they all wqpf t;o, dw^jC^s , axui (a^QUjt nine jatt) 
ni^lit tjfip, peace w^sfiga^ 7^..^,, jnipjiftfflBj 
of Portugal^ hj.i^i^ oi iJPj^^a -^ ekv)?n^3 
an4 when it was iiq^r midaight hythf States. 

Tiifis i^fter all the opppfitiQp r^ife^ by 3 j^rcyH^g r 
party in Fr/?^;^^', and fey a ylmJcnf-faiS^ipn^ji^; • 
Britain I after all the .artf^fig?^ Qf,fhp|e*)y|fOj./ 
prefideil ^t the H^ 

in tereft,, ;endi:;a«^9Uifed^ iiji , cofjundion ; vwtft A 
th^jr fricr)d$ ii;^ JE^^/fW//, tc^p^jq^ong tjie jyar i -/ 
af^er t|i.? , re^l? ^s.9n4eavoin:So9f it^) Impegftl :i 
court to render the treaty, iocfl^^ual; xh^:.: 
firm fteady condudt t>f the Q2|g(fn> the wiA ^ 
dom . and couri^ige ,af ^. her painiftry^ and Ihft ' 
abili^t^Sf qf . dwfe^^^ e^lpypd va, hp: 1 

negodaiionsLahroadvPreyaa^ a peaces ♦ 

figoed ii? on^ 4^,J>y fyf^ n 

except thatpf thj?.Epiper^^ jtjbi€\Eq^pifei-c. 
fon his lv^j^i?^\[M^ Jhis %^MU^ 

tod; Well to think, pfa^p^^^whiklbc 4nid-* ; 
gery.and expeiycea of ,tl^;\^ilay lipjon odicr ^S 
(houlders, a^4 Jlf^ aiJv^H^Ci. Wer^ ta rev : :^ 
dound jQi^ly to H^^h;: ^1: '- . u -"^^ - 
5 During 
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Dariog thU whole n:egociatk>i), the Jtiilg * 
oi Sfifihi who w>js not ack^owk(%ed by an^i^ 
of the confederates^ had cooie^ueiitly no mi« 
Biftertt Utrecht I but the diiFereaces betweea 
faer Majc% and that Pmice were eafiLy fet« 
t\eA hj the Lord Lexington at Madrid jZ^adi 
the MarqiHS of Monteleon here : ib that 
upon the Duke D'Ossuna's arrival at the 
congrefs, fonie days after the peace^ he wa$ 
ready to conclude a treaty between tbeQueen 
and his maften Nekher is it probable that 
die Dtttcby or any other ally, except the Em- 
peror, will encounter any difficulties of mo- 
ment, to retard tl^eir Several treaties with 
his Catholidc Majefty. 

The treaties of peace and commerce be- 
tween Britain arid France ^ were ratified here 
on die feventh of Aprils on the twenty- 
• cighththerabficationswereexdiangedj and 
on theiifth of .^;^ the peace was proclaimed 
in the ufual manner; hut with louder ac- 
damations, and more extraordinary rejoicings 
of the people, than had ever been remem^ 

bered on the like occafion* ^ 

"*■•■' . * 
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